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Future use of Western Springs Stadium – Written Submission 

I have chosen option 3B - “Neither Option 1 or Option 2 – explore other ideas”. I have made 

this decision for a number of reasons as follows: 

1. The Auckland Arena Option is not fit for its intended purpose, does not fit within the 

surrounding landscape and environment, seeks to benefit more so the private 

operators than the community it is said to serve, and already discriminates 

against/displaces minority community user group.   

a. A 12,500 seat stadium is far too small to accommodate Auckland FC, or any 

other larger scale sports match, defeating the purpose of its construction.  

b. Auckland FC for example reached capacity at Go Media Stadium in October 

2024 with 24,492 people attending – double the proposed capacity for 

Auckland Arena. 

c. From the Tātaki Auckland Unlimited website – “An incredible total of 235,316 

people attended 13 Auckland FC home games at Go Media Stadium during 

the 2024/25 A-League regular season”. That’s an average of 18,000 people 

per game, or 50% greater than the proposed Auckland Arena capacity (I 

number expected to rise as Auckland FC popularity increases). 

d. Go Media Stadium or Mt Eden Stadium are the only plausible stadiums 

capable of hosting such large crowds, and as such should become the home 

of Auckland FC in the future. 

e. It will destroy the unique natural green amphitheatre landscape feature of 

Western Springs which is of historic and unique significance to the area. This 

amphitheatre has seen the largest concert ever played in New Zealand. David 

Bowie's Serious Moonlight Tour concert at Western Springs Stadium in 

Auckland on November 26, 1983 drew an estimated 75,000 fans. 

f. It will decrease greenfield and open air space and amenity in the centre of 

the city, and replace it with concrete, asphalt and buildings. Incidentally 

increasing stormwater runoff load on the fragile Western Springs drainage, 

and increasing heat retention (concrete, asphalt), which are areas of concern 

in the face of climate change impacts in Auckland city. 

g. While marketed as a community centre, Auckland Arena would be a 

commercial operation that would prioritise profit and repayment of its 

investment over the needs of the community. It would mean restricted 

access, steep hireage fees, limited availability and places uncertainty around 

community event usage. 

h. A 100 year lease to a commercial operation removes democratic community 

input over the area for the next 100 years.  

i. Inheriting a stadium and facilities at the end of a 100 year lease, once they 

have been exhausted by a commercial operation seems more a liability than 

a benefit. 

# 2466

104



j. Western Springs Speedway, as a minority community user group with 96 

years of history, fostering motorsport legends on the global stage such as 

Shane van Gisbergen, is unjustly being evicted, potentially with the purpose 

of constructing Auckland Arena, a commercial operation. 

k. The Ponsonby Rugby Club, with 150 years of history, fostering players for the 

highest level of our national sport, the All Blacks, would be displaced for the 

purpose of constructing the Auckland Arena, a commercial operation. 

 

2. The Western Springs Bowl Option, overall a better option than the Auckland Arena, 

fails to capitalise on the wider economic and community benefits of existing user 

relationships.  

a. The Ponsonby Rugby Club has co-existed with speedway at Western Springs 

since 1997 (27 years), and both user groups have an understanding of the 

systems to continue the relationship for another 30 years.  

 

3. The current public consultation of the “Future of Western Springs” has arisen after a   

flawed Auckland Council decision making process which voted to relocate Western 

Springs Speedway to Waikaraka Park; a decision which has since been shown to be 

fraudulent, mishandled and lacked consultation and insight into the sport and its 

compatibility with Waikaraka Park. 

a. The design of Waikaraka Park is simply not fit for purpose for Western 

Springs Speedway race cars; and the decision to combine both racing styles 

(potentially dangerous consequences for drivers) highlights the utter lack of 

insight/understanding shown by the Council in its decision making process as 

the two forms of racing style are non-compatible.  

b. I point Auckland Council councillors to the Western Springs Speedway 

Association and their serious and valid arguments/evidence to re-examine 

their eviction from Western Springs. 

 

4. Another option for the “Future of Western Springs” sees the strengthening of 

current relationships, and further development of the functionality and historical use 

of Western Springs for multiple community groups. 

a. I suggest the integration of Western Springs speedway into the “Western 

Springs Bowl” concept, i.e. include Western Springs speedway as a user group 

alongside The Ponsonby Rugby Club, a community hub, and a music/festival 

venue operator. 
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b. Western Springs Speedway has demonstrated over the last 96 years that it 

can adapt to the environment and demands around it while remaining at its 

internationally acclaimed home. It has met noise limits imposed by council 

for example, has co-existed with The Ponsonby Rugby Club for 27 years, and 

has worked around dozens of large scale concerts held at Western Springs 

amphitheatre, including the largest concert in New Zealand played by David 

Bowie in 1983. 

c. Through consultation with Western Springs Speedway Association, and  

appropriate design, a large stage, upgraded stands and other infrastructure 

can all be built to achieve a permanent music/ festival venue, community 

hub, and rugby club, all while allowing Western Springs Speedway run. 

i. The artist rendition provided in the consultation document of the 

“Western Springs Bowl Option” clearly shows the racetrack just 

covered in grass, showing just how easy it could be to keep the 

speedway track there permanently.  

ii. A viewing tower for officials and commentators can be included in the 

stage design. 

iii. The lights can still be used to watch the racing as well as concerts and 

rugby. 

iv. The race car entry onto and exit off track can be adjusted to suit, 

under, around or through buildings/stages. 

v. A carpark is all Western Springs Speedway currently use for a pit area 

and this can be located and modified to suit also. 

d. Western Springs Speedway can continue to contribute financially to the 

operation of the venue and facilities, while the facility can continue to 

accommodate the Western Springs Speedway racing community.  

e. The number of families that currently attend and enjoy Speedway meets, and 

the number of people who have attended over the 96 years of history of 

Speedway at Western Springs, is something that should not be 

underestimated or overlooked.  
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To the Mayor and Auckland City Councillor’s. 

I have been a Crew Member, Car Owner, and Spectator at Western 

Springs Speedway for nigh on 60 years. My Wife (One of the first 

Woman to drive at Western Springs) also has attended the same 

amount of years. 

It is a place the whole family can go and enjoy safely, at a reasonable 

price, which  thousands of family’s have done over the 96 years it has 

been running. You can not compare Western Springs Track with 

Waikaraka  Park,  as Western Springs is a natural Amphy Theatre 

with great views close to the Track and gathers water off the banks 

that helps to make a good Track for Speed cars. 

The best Drivers and Riders in the World have come to Western 

Springs for years and say the place is Unique. 

The Council is complaing about the small amount of revenue it gets 

from Western Springs. It is their fault,  firstly they cut the noise down 

so Speedway Car Owners put Mufflers on, they then cut the hours it 

could run down, then they cut the No. of Meetings down from 22-25 

a season to 6-10 and they wonder why the Income is down. 

I beg Council to think hard about this decision and listen to the 

Voter’s, not the Richie’s. 

Thank you in anticipation of another 4 years  = 100 in total, and many 

more to come. 

. 
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To the Mayor and Auckland City Councillor’s. 

I have been a Crew Member, Car Owner, and Spectator at Western 

Springs Speedway for nigh on 60 years. My Wife (One of the first 

Woman to drive at Western Springs) also has attended the same 

amount of years. 

It is a place the whole family can go and enjoy safely, at a reasonable 

price, which  thousands of family’s have done over the 96 years it has 

been running. You can not compare Western Springs Track with 

Waikaraka  Park,  as Western Springs is a natural Amphy Theatre 

with great views close to the Track and gathers water off the banks 

that helps to make a good Track for Speed cars. 

The best Drivers and Riders in the World have come to Western 

Springs for years and say the place is Unique. 

The Council is complaing about the small amount of revenue it gets 

from Western Springs. It is their fault,  firstly they cut the noise down 

so Speedway Car Owners put Mufflers on, they then cut the hours it 

could run down, then they cut the No. of Meetings down from 22-25 

a season to 6-10 and they wonder why the Income is down. 

I beg Council to think hard about this decision and listen to the 

Voter’s, not the Richie’s. 

Thank you in anticipation of another 4 years  = 100 in total, and many 

more to come. 
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