Frequently asked questions 
1. What changes are proposed to the dog policy and bylaw?
We are proposing the following changes: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk187397355]setting a limit to the number of dogs a person may walk at one time (maximum of six dogs of which no more than three may be off-leash)
· changes to dog access rules in 14 regional parks and 64 local parks and beaches 
· reformatting and clarifying existing rules in the policy and bylaw, including the requirement to neuter dogs classified outside and relocated to Auckland, dog access rules for certain public places such as council carparks and camping grounds, and rules and exemptions for working dogs and dogs in vehicles.
2. Why are the changes being proposed?
The improvements respond to emerging issues that were identified during the review of the policy and bylaw, such as the walking of multiple dogs and identified risks and opportunities to dog access rules in regional parks. There are also several proposed changes that will make the policy and bylaw easier to read, understand, and implement. Generally, the review found that the policy and bylaw are working well and are fit for purpose.
3. Will the proposed changes to the policy and bylaw change where I can take my dog?
The policy (Schedule 2) lists the parks and beaches in Auckland where dogs can be taken on-leash or off-leash, as well as areas where dogs are prohibited. Proposed changes to dog access rules affect some parks and beaches. All proposed changes to regional and local parks can be found in the Statement of Proposals. 
4. Why do you propose to set a limit on the number of dogs that may be walked?
The review found that walking multiple dogs is an emerging issue in Auckland. The proposed limit aims to minimise the risk of harm, nuisance, distress or damage that may be caused by people walking multiple dogs, while still meeting the needs of dogs and their owners. 
5. Why do you propose a maximum of walking six dogs (of which no more than three may be off-leash)? 
The proposed limit is proportionate to the scale and frequency of issues identified, based on analysis of data and evidence. A higher limit may not sufficiently address the identified issues, with a lower limit imposing unnecessary restrictions on those who already demonstrate responsible dog ownership. See 2024 Options Report for the full list of options considered. 
6. Why are changes proposed to only 14 of the regional parks?  
The changes are proposed on a request-basis. The council has received requests to change the dog access rule at certain parks. A thorough assessment of the location was conducted to ensure a proposed change is justified. Where changes are not proposed to a regional park, no issues with the current dog access rule have been identified.

7. Will reformatting of the policy and bylaw change any of the current rules?
The reformat will not change any existing rules. Updating and removing outdated information and removing rules from the bylaw already covered in the policy will make both the policy and bylaw easier to read and understand. 
8. When will a final decision be made on the proposed changes?
Once public consultation has closed, all feedback received will be presented to the Deliberations Panel before a final decision is made by the Governing Body in mid-2025.

