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 the unique Wairau 
environment and its communities.
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Recent storms and the 2023 Anniversary Floods tragically highlighted the need for better flood 
protection in the Wairau catchment. Many households and community assets remain 
vulnerable. Council’s detailed planning identified A F Thomas Park as a critical place to 
capture and safely release stormwater, protecting more than 150 homes, access to North 
Shore Hospital, supermarkets and schools.  

At the same time, rapid population growth and evolving recreational needs mean council and 
the Kaipātiki Local Board are seeking to ensure this large area benefits as many people as 
possible, through improved access, better connectivity and a diversity of open space uses. 

A F Thomas Park’s transformation isn’t just about flood storage.  
It will become part of a blue-green network, a modern approach involving connected wetlands, 
parks and waterways. These features slow, clean and 
store floodwater while boosting urban biodiversity and 
creating beautiful spaces for recreation, exercise, 
community events and relaxation. 

A F Thomas Park will be redeveloped to form the 
cornerstone of the blue-green network. The wetland 
reduces flooding risk by acting as a natural sponge to 
capture and hold excess water during heavy rain 
events, gradually releasing water and reducing 
pressure on surrounding areas. 

The park will be able to be used for recreation most of the time, incorporating walking and 
other activities. 
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Stage 2 of the proposed blue-green network will focus on several key initiatives in Milford and 
Tōtara Vale using land being acquired as part of the Category 3 buyout programme. 

This will include improving overland flow, stream widening and daylighting to enhance natural 
flow and some minor upgrades will be made to existing detention facilities. 

Stage 3 will include further creek widening and daylighting along Wairau Road, giving water 
more space to move through the catchment.  
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Wairau Blue-Green Network Stages 1-3 
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