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Supporting Document: Retention of Western Springs Speedway at Its 

Current Site 

1. Executive Summary 

This document presents a compelling case for the retention of Western Springs Speedway in its 

current location. Western Springs is a dual-purpose venue with nearly a century of history, 

cultural importance, and unmatched utility. It seamlessly hosts Speedway in the summer and 

community rugby, including Ponsonby Rugby Club, in the winter, making full use of shared 

public facilities year-round. Any proposal to redevelop the site for alternative purposes—

particularly those involving building construction—would likely result in severe geotechnical 

complications, negatively impact the surrounding wetlands and natural habitat, disrupt the 

community's existing access and parking arrangements, and trigger long-term noise, traffic, and 

environmental disruption. 

2. Historical and Cultural Significance 

Western Springs Speedway – 95 Years of Motorsport Heritage 

Western Springs Speedway has operated since 1929, making it New Zealand’s longest-running 

speedway venue and one of the most iconic urban tracks globally. It has hosted national and 

international events, including the Speedway World Championship qualifiers and the Speedway 

Grand Prix of New Zealand. Famous names like Barry Butterworth, Michael Pickens, and Scott 

Dixon began or bolstered their careers here. The track is not only known for its length and high-

speed performance but for the unique energy it brings to the Auckland summer—a seasonal 

tradition for thousands of fans across generations. 

Ponsonby Rugby Club – Auckland’s Rugby Incubator 

Founded in 1874, Ponsonby Rugby Club is the oldest rugby club in Auckland and a cornerstone 

of grassroots sport in New Zealand. It has produced more than 45 All Blacks, and continues to 

nurture young players from across the region. The club's junior rugby programme serves over 

600 children each winter, hosted on the Outer Fields of Western Springs. This seasonal sharing 

of space ensures maximum use of public land and fosters strong community engagement. The 

shared use model is a leading example of integrated public sports infrastructure. 
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3. Accessibility and Infrastructure Alignment 

Western Springs is ideally located 4 km from Auckland's CBD and has excellent road access via 

the Northwestern Motorway (SH16). It is within a 15-minute drive from most inner-city suburbs, 

making it an ideal location for hosting both local and regional events. The adjacent Outer Fields 

provide parking for over 2,000 vehicles, which is essential during major events like concerts, 

races, and festivals. Without this carpark, events would not meet fire and evacuation 

compliance requirements. Public transport is limited to bus access; no rail or light rail service is 

available in the corridor, and none is planned. This makes the existing car access and overflow 

field parking critical to ongoing operations. 

4. Redevelopment Risks and Disruptions 

4.1 Geotechnical and Geological Complications 

Western Springs sits atop a historic water basin fed by natural springs, underlain by peat soils 

and soft alluvium. The area has a high groundwater table and is rated as a liquefaction-prone 

zone. Any construction would require deep pile foundations, soil stabilization, and continuous 

dewatering to maintain building integrity—massively increasing cost and engineering 

complexity. Furthermore, these ground conditions are not just technical challenges—they are 

part of the natural hydrology that connects directly to nearby wetlands and the health of 

surrounding flora and fauna. 

4.2 Environmental Degradation of Wetland Ecosystems 

The Te Wai Ōrea Reserve wetland, adjacent to the stadium, is one of Auckland’s most 

ecologically significant public wetlands. It supports a wide range of native birds, amphibians, and 

aquatic species, including tūī, pūkeko, and longfin eels. Redevelopment would interrupt the 

hydrological flow between springs and wetland, increasing stormwater runoff and 

contamination risk. Heavy construction and permanent structures would reduce the 

permeability of the land, leading to flooding risk elsewhere and loss of ecological resilience. 

Council policies prohibit high-impact development in these designated Significant Ecological 

Areas (SEAs) without clear and overriding public benefit—which is absent here. 

4.3 Long-Term Construction and Community Disruption 

Redevelopment would likely span 3–4 years, causing sustained disruption to local schools, parks, 

residents, and businesses. Noise levels would exceed 65 dB during day and evening hours. 
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Construction traffic would introduce over 200 heavy vehicle movements weekly, impacting 

access to Western Springs College, MOTAT, Auckland Zoo, and local green spaces. Recreational 

users, including dog walkers, cyclists, and school groups, would be displaced during and after 

construction due to safety restrictions and loss of open space. 

5. Social, Cultural, and Economic Contributions 

Western Springs Speedway generates over $10 million annually in local economic impact 

through tourism, events, hospitality, and indirect employment. Ponsonby Rugby Club provides 

critical pathways for youth development, social connection, and community wellbeing, 

particularly among Māori and Pasifika populations. Sport New Zealand values grassroots sport 

investment at $7 for every $1 spent in social return. The precinct’s year-round use, without the 

need for duplicated infrastructure, makes it one of Auckland’s most efficient public assets. 

6. Recommendation 

We strongly urge Auckland Council to formally protect Western Springs Speedway and the 

surrounding Outer Fields as a permanent multi-use sport and event precinct. Any 

redevelopment should be rejected on the grounds of engineering risk, ecological impact, 

community disruption, and the loss of a proven public asset. Instead, future investment should 

support improvements in shared facilities, enhanced lighting, integrated planning with Auckland 

Zoo, MOTAT, and community sports groups. 

7. References and Supporting Documents 

- GNS Science: Western Springs Geological Survey (2021) 

- Auckland Council: Te Wai Ōrea Wetland Management Plan and SEA Register (2022) 

- AucklandNZ: Stadium and Event Venue Access Overview 

- HeritageEtAl: Ponsonby Rugby Club Historical Records 

- Speedway NZ: Annual Economic and Participation Report (2023) 

- Auckland Transport: Western Springs Event Access Study (2020) 

- Te Wai Ōrea Reserve Management Plan – Public Consultation Summary (2021) 

Prepared By  20/05/2025,  Development 
and Construction Project Director and Manager, (PGDipPM), GREENZEBRA 2020 LTD,  
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