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Let’s protect our environment: early Se
consultation Auckiand Council
1
Feedback must be received by 8 December 2024 6 DEC 2024
CBD -

Aotearoa / New Zealand’s geographical isolation has creat
many plants and animals found nowhere else in the world. Through whakapapa, M&orl are
intricately linked to the taiao / environment, for which they are kaitiaki / guardians. Our region’s
economy also strongly relies on, and is connscted to, our natural environment, with industries
such as farming, forestry, horticulture, aquaculture, and tourism depending on it. We all have a
part to play in protecting our environment for our ecological health, cultural and economic well-
being. '

We want your input on how we, altogether as a region, protect our natural environment and
primary industries in the future from introduced plants, animals and diseases that can cause
harm. We will use your feedback, as well as feedback from mana whenua, stakeholders, and
technical experts, to draft a proposed plan for how we do this from 2030 - 2040. We have
focussed on a few key issues here, but you are welcome to let us know anything else you think we
should consider.

We encourage you to read the consultation document before answering any of the following
questions. You can give feedback online at akhaveyoursay.nz/environment, or:

Scan and Emalil your completed form to: Post your completed form to:

protectourenvironment@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz Auckland Council
Attention: Let’s protect our environment
Freepost Authority 190198 |
Private Bag 92300, Victoria Street West
Auckland, 1142

Your details

Your name and feedback will be included in public documents. All other personal details will
not be made available to the public.

——————Firstname:

Emall or postal address:

Your local board or sub

Are you providing:
g/y Your personal feedback

[ 1 Feedback as the official representative of an organisation

Organisation name:
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Important privacy information

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance
with our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and
with the Privacy Act 2020. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share yaur personal infarmation in relation
to any interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should
familiarise yourself with this policy before submitting this form.

These questions are optional but will help us understand which groups of the community are
engaging with us.

What age group are you?

Which ethnic group(s) do you feel you belong to? (Please select as many as apply)
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Your feedback (all questions are optional)

1. Responsible cat ownership

Cats are much loved companions and family members in many households. At the same time,
they are one of the many pressures facing threatened native species.

Around the region, iwl, hapd, communities and agencies are working hard to protect shorebirds
and other threatened species from other threats such as rats and stoats, but cat predation
continues to cause harm.

Responsible cat ownership measures such as desexing, microchipping, collars, and kesping cats
at home on their property are good for cat welfare, including protecting them from
overpopulation, neglect, traffic accidents, dogs and other hazards. These same measures also
help protect our wildlife.

We already partner with the SPCA and local vets to provide free desexmg and microchipping to
- communities living near threatened species sites.

We want your feedback on whether we should use rules to require responsible cat ownership
measures in certain circumstances, in addition to our current approach to promoting responsible
cat ownership. Increasingly, councils across Aotearoa/New Zealand and around the world are
putting in place rules to help ensure every cat is well cared for, with owners keeping them safe
and happy at home away from threatened wildlife. These measures also make it sasler to identify
and return lost cats, helping to ensure their safety and well-being.

- We also want your feedback on whether council should Invest more in providing financial support
to assist people who cannot afford to desex their cats.

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

What is your opinion on the following potential cat management interventions for the

———ocations identified betow? —
1A. All domestic/pet cats must be desexed

Location : Support Do notsupport  Other Unsure
Aotea/Great Barrier Island EZ | L] ] [
Kawau Island v ] L] ]
Rakino Island {Z ) L] L] I
Waiheke Island EZ( L] L] ]
Within 1km of kn ened '

sp:?:ies habitat (:Z;v: rlr:lhal::; m U = U

All of Auckland {3/ L] L] []

Tell us why | | |
T e e ercﬁ cot /ow,e P . S Ao Dole
fjjﬁ ot e r\/cr Wc'lgcf fo Jye i 2 fLA\\;ofq,é te o

V“é()‘,_//‘e,——— 6)11,«45))3,(-25 e;/-c , ‘ = Page 3 of 11
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1B. All domestic/pet cats must be microchipped and registered on the Companion Animal
Register

Location Support Do not support  Other Unsure
Aotea/Great Barrier Island U/ ] [] ]
Kawau Island D/ ] [] | ]
Rakino island B/ L] ] []
Waiheke Istand Q/ L] ] []
Within 1Tkm of known threatened

species habitat (see map 1) @/ = = =
All of Auckland s O H O

Tell us why

~ e o ’71_@0’ L)/GO\S \/-/L‘-( r’*o c wo%/xé/" pf@t)/d‘ 0(‘?
= AN

go#\ P A // Y /Aavfo et ’\;c/ ‘%;,Ocz{/z\

1C. All domestic/pet cats must be contained to their owner’s property

Location Support Do not support Other Unsure
Aotea/Great Barrier Island v [] ] ]
Kawau Island % ] i ]
Rakino Island- | [] ] ]
Waiheke Island % [] L] L]
Within Tkm of known threatened

species habitat (éee map 1) >4 - ' D -
All of Auckland u/ ] ] ]

Tell us why

~

Page 4 of 11



# Late 10

1D. Only island residents’ domestic/pet cats can be taken to offshore Istands
Location Support Donotsupport  Other Unsure
Aotea/Great Barrier Island
Kawau Istand

Rakino Istand

sfaligal
-0 4d d
O O O O

oooa

Waiheke Island

Tell us why

FK_OL)AZ)—\QL:’\—Q/ )I/D ‘P\oc/c/\-f\ an ama O‘/‘/’ ~ o Z‘/ \/‘e__ -;'\,,,,,, a.-lg_%__

1E. What Is your opinion on council providing increased financlal support for those who
cannot afford to desex their cats?

J support
[] Do not support
[] oOther

B%W

Tell us why

/\ /occ,\) c:o{’L Paéowls-e/pz,er L = wj?zl\ en [‘
C-c-/’ c«ojo»/\\.\ pes /ie’« Lowse/ ée/}rv’\& PN _7/}*'5 oow/<’/

g7 '

' V‘ﬂu‘ e J,Qée.x/ a2 \/ ;J/_“_{" o

1F. Do you have comments or suggestions for managing cats to protect both wildlife and cats
in Auckland?

/Loy éw%;}.@orlj’;@ 2w cod reecies o)
\/obwj’wﬁs /’c ),,;%«'/_5 e 2 e JL eite fe =1
bicor i o2 ehio ] @;@@.ow;L e
L0 ot e L7 >0
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2. Pest-free islands

In 2016, the government unveiled a vision to eradicate rats, stoats, and possums nationwide by
2050. Since then, communities across Tamaki Makaurau and Aotearoa have made significant
strides in controlling these introduced predators.

Offshore islands and peninsulas are pivotal in this effort, as once predators have been removed,
they are highly defendable against reinvasion.

More than half of the islands in the Tikapa Moana / Moana nui o Toi / the Hauraki Gulf are already
free from introduced mammals, serving as sanctuaries for threatened species. Wildlife such as
kaka are also increasingly common on islands such as Waiheke, as a result of pest control by
mana whenua, communities and agencies. It's essential for all of us to play a part when visiting
pest free islands, ensuring we do not inadvertently transport stowaways, like rats or mice, in our
vehicles or gear.

We want your feedback on what comes next for our regional contribution towards the nationat
Predator Free 2050 vision.

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

Do you have any priorities or suggestions for our region's contribution towards being
predator-free by 20507

ZAre Z(/:ﬁs n\,\/</~67.,04 =" <_)»4/6J"’“OLA P e Y il P P

. >
llr\éz«o)/ 6/0—(-'&1:6;-4 . f///é ic../auij—c\ A e LQ \——'("Z'V"-Céé

3. Protecting our moana from Caulerpa seaweed and other marine pests

Our marine environment is under pressure from introduced species such as Mediterranean
fanworm and Asian paddle crabs. Once established, marine species are very difficult to control, so
the best approach is to prevent them reaching new places. We all have a part to play, whether we
are using our marine environment for work or play, in making sure we are not spreading marine
pests with us as we go. To support this, our current rules / plan require vessel hulls to be kept
clean, which reduces the risk of pests moving to new locations. | ‘

However, our current approach does not include rules requiring anchors, chains and other gear to
be kept clean. In 2021, exotic caulerpa seaweed was discovered at Aotea / Great Barrier Island,
the first time it had been found in the country. Caulerpa seaweed is mainly spread by getting
tangled on anchor chains and other gear.

We want your feedback on whether we should introduce a rule requiring anchors, chains and other
gear to be clean of visible dirt, seaweed and animals before moving to a new location.
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For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

3A. What is your opinion on introducing a rule to require all anchor chains and other marine
gear to be free of pests, visible dirt, seaweed and animals before moving to a new

‘gaﬂon?
Support

[] Donot support

[ other
(] unsure

Télluswhy

kawwﬁ cAZn—i)@ /Lwl‘ He %’L/\mr‘c,.k C\w}@ c <
e vl o e ,,ﬁ[- ,v("

< o™ /L See l o Es ] ‘/’ "= Mé—efw-fbbef\ )\f\mk\’\—-fraéw—/‘o

———

o 5//‘3\,-/ /‘Z“/:> Jav-—r\,, &? ~t 5}"0}& }“L, L Suﬁpofi'.

We also want your feedback on another approach we could take, which is to identify high value
marine ecosystem locations and control a range of invasive marine species at these sites, similar
to our approach to protecting high value ecosystems and threatened species on land.

3B. What Is your opinion on Auckland Council controlling invasive species in high ecological
and/or cultural value marine ecosystems?

l:l Do not support

D Other
D Unsure
Tell us why e

Do oA e ol bo»/g
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6. Other feedback

Do you have any other priorities or suggestions for how we should protect our natural
environment from the impacts of exotic species now and into the future?

@cf foa dz/oo\é@J Choive, JEe Ow’? e 9(3)\)’,& c%mge
~ / ~ QO

bo recover. I poQerotod He iz o éefo'sgr\ e~ ‘
C\o/{MwL /e,we/} p }_Jw}’ﬁdi\aw’p-\ )/\waLz\ )cw«) C:,,\,_\c:,) l

% o_m,\}é co/\J’/r\mc, /467/3‘/*5}\ @\0/ 4\76 ~e oS e

Need more room? You can attach extra pages.
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Map : Threatened specles habitats
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Let’s protect our environment: early ate ;%
consultation [ Aucidand Counoi

Feedback must be received by 8 December 2024 16 DEC 204

Aotearoa / New Zealand’s geographical isolation has created a unji ggm»ﬁrhaﬁﬁ'ﬁtsmmgm
many plants and animals found nowhere else in the world. Through whakapapa,ﬁ?orﬁ?“
Intricately linked to the taiao / environment, for which they are kaitiaki / guardians, Our region’s
economy also strongly relies on, and is connected to, our natural environment, with industries
such as farming, forestry, horticulture, aquaculture, and tourism depending on it. We all have a
part to play in protecting our environment for our ecological health, cultural and sconomic well-
" being. , o S

We want your input on how we, altogether as a region, protect our natural environment and
primary industries in the future from introduced plants, animals and diseases that can cause
harm. We will use your feedback, as well as feedback from mana whenua, stakeholders, and
technical experts, to draft a proposed plan for how we do this from 2030 - 2040. We have
focussed on a few key issues here, but you are welcome to let us know anything else you think we
should consider. - '

We encourage you to read the consultation document before answering any of the following
questions. You can give feedback online at akhaveyoursay.nz/environment, or:

Scan and Email your completed form to: Post your compieted form to:
protectourenvironment@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz Auckland Council
Attention: Let’s protect our environment
Ereepost Authority 190198
Private Bag 92300, Victoria Street West
Auckland, 1142
Your detalls

Your name and feedback will be included In public documents. All other personal details will
not be mad :

First nams:

Emall or postal address:

Your local board or.

Are you providing:
~JZ/ Your personal feedback
[] Feedback as the official representative of an organisation

Organisation name:
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Important privacy information

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance
with our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and
with the Privacy Act 2020. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation
to any interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should
familiarise yourself with this policy before submitting this form.

These questions are optional but will help us understand which groups of the community are
engaging with us.

What gender are you?
[1 Male [ ] Female [ ] Another gender:

What age group are you?

Would you like to sulsscribe to any of the following? (tick all that apply
[ 1 People’s Panel - to take part in council surveys
[] ourAuckland - your weekly guide to what’s happening in Auckland

(] Auckland Conversations - free public events offering ideas, inspiration and action for
world-class cities ’ '

You can also visit AK Have Your Say at akhaveyoursay.nz to find out about, or register to receive
- regular updates on, consultation activities happening across Auckland
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Your feedback (all questions are optional)

1. Responsible cat ownership

Cats-are much loved companions and family members In many households. At the same time,
they are one of the many pressures facing threatened native species.

Around the region, iwi, hapil, communities and agencies are working hard to protect sharebirds
and other threatened species from other threats such as rats and stoats, but cat predation
continues to cause harm.

Responsible cat ownership measures such as desexing, microchipping, collars, and keaeping cats
at home on their proparty are good for cat wetfare, including protecting them from
overpopulation, neglect, traffic accidents, dogs and other hazards. These same measures also
help protect our wildlife.

We already partner with the SPCA and local vets to provide free desexmg and microchipping to .-
communities living near threatened species sites

We want your feedback on whether we should use rules to require responsible cat ownership
measures in certain circumstances, in addition to our current approach to promoting responsible
cat ownership. Increasingly, councils across Aotearoa/New Zealand and around the world are
putting in place rules to help ensure every cat is well cared for, with owners keeping them safe
and happy at home away from threatened wildlife. These measures also make it easier to identify
and return lost cats, helping to ensure their safety and well-being.

We also want your feedback on whether council should invest more in providing financial support
to assist people who cannot afford to desex their cats.

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

What is your opinion on the following potential cat management interventions for the

—_tocations identitied below?
1A. All domestic/pet cats must be desexed
Location Support Do notsupport  Other Unsure
Aotea/Great Barrier lslahd | ] | |
Kawau Island L]
——  — Rakinoigland —— —— []

oo

Waiheke Island

Within 1km of known threatened
species habitat (see map 1)

O O O
OO0 o@moo
OO omoo

KJ’\DD

All of Auckland

Tell us why

@A’TQ‘OQ\)L.@OM ) Corlim A

e oneas TS WKIRaskaR ?@gewnq Com Aoy,
]
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1B. All domestic/pet cats must be microchipped and registered on the Companion Animal

Register
Location ' Support
Aotea/Great Barrier island
Kawau Island
Rakino Island
Waiheke Island

Within 1km of known threatened
species habitat (see map 1)

g0 0000

All of Auckland

Tell us why

[

O O OO0

Do not support

Other

L]

0O 0O 00

Unsure

L]

O O 0O O

s Tk

I /roig Hus™ %& QEQ‘\S%Q&D}“:QH»»{ Do
gn«»’\% 7\Wt-§ 10 Ok, Ggs J@,—, San) 6t QSTS

&2

1C. All domestic/pet cats must be contained to their owner’s property

Location Support
" Aotea/Great Barrier Island

Kawau Island

Rakino Island

Waiheke Island

Within 1Tkm of known threatened
species habitat (see map 1)

All of Auckland

Tell us why

QO 0000

[

O O oo

Do not support

Other

]

O O oo

Unsure

[

O O oo

lae oo A G ggeie vy {%u@aw Ay AT €T, o entht

Lo8s N Coa DM <us .uMH—lff‘e\Q{(‘_
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1D. Only island residents’ domestic/pet cats can be taken to offshore islands
Location - . Support Donotsupport  Other Unsure
Aotea/Great Barrier Island
Kawau Island

Rakino Island

SESENER
O Odogd
OO OO
OO0 0Od

Waiheke Island

Tell us why
gecm%g o M ch.éhf:tf\)c o€ NAVIVE gﬂc,ue,—? of (e
Sl opang  \Oeoeof e (SLAnDy, MJM

1E. What is your opinion on council providing increased financial support fm' thase who
cannot afford to desex their cats?

D Support
g Do not support
] other

H—unsore—
Tell us why

AC OSNLS  Qan'T dorors O Pesen s ”l:rew N(WK(
W&meme/&fft%g AN o C\R)Q& @rﬁ: s_zi.m__

LL Qe Ry s w o SBTANED

1F. Do you have comments or suggestions for managing cats to protect both wildlife and cats
in Auckland?

ey ()qu-‘- o2 i Ay Aees Qe Drle ctle e Ceas.
@g* e T Lo I&Hm&—z e Hap A HissLake
Ay vl .
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2. Pest-free islands

In 2016, the government unveiled a vision to eradicate rats, stoats, and possums nationwide by
2050. Since then, communities across Tamaki Makaurau and Aotearoa have made significant
strides in controlling these introduced predators. '

Offshore islands and peninsulas are pivotal in this effort, as once predators have been removed,
they are highly defendable against reinvasion.

More than half of the islands in the Tikapa Moana / Moana nui o Toi / the Hauraki Gulf are already
free from introduced mammals, serving as sanctuaries for threatened species. Wildlife such as
kaka are also increasingly common on islands such as Waiheke, as a result of pest control by
mana whenua, communities and agencies. It's essential for all of us to play a part when visiting
pest free islands, ensuring we do not inadvertently transport stowaways, like rats or mice, in our
vehicles or gear.

We want your feedback on what comes next for our regional contribution towards the national
Predator Free 2050 vision.

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

Do you have ény priorities or suggestions for our region’s contribution towards being
predator-free by 20507

V{AHM_ — HonpasS |

G, I A Sst R Clee 2060

3. Protecting our moana from Caulerpa seaweed and other marine pests

Our marine environment is under pressure from introduced species such as Mediterranean
fanworm and Asian paddle crabs. Once established, marine species are very difficult to control, so
the best approach is to prevent them reaching new places. We all have a part to play, whether we
are using our marine environment for work or play, in making sure we are not spreading marine
pests with us as we go. To support this, our current rules / plan require vessel hulls to be kept
clean, which reduces the risk of pests moving to new locations.

However, our current approach does not include rules requiring anchors, chains and other gear to
be kept clean. In 2021, exotic caulerpa seaweed was discovered at Aotea / Great Barrier Island,
the first time it had been found in the country. Caulerpa seaweed is mainly spread by getting
tangled on anchor chains and other gear.

We want your feedback on whether we should introduce a rule requiring anchors, chains and other
gear to be clean of visible dirt, seaweed and animals before moving to a new location.
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For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

3A. What is your opinion on introducing a rule to require all anchor chains and other marine
gear to be free of pests, visible dirt, seaweed and animals before moving to a new

on?
Support

[] Do not support
D Other
L] uUnsure

Tell us why

@’*\o IR QT 0@ <pe Quelend M D\\DNH %W\
/M«: cha%u—u (J&k‘&m% %V @200Se T A e ot AL
=l ML M

We also want your feedback on another approach we could take, which is to identify high value
marine scosystem locations and control a range of invasive marine species at these sites, similar
to our approach to protecting high value ecosystems and threatened species on land.

3B. What Is your opinion on Auckland Council controlling invasive species in high ecolngical
and/or cultural value marine ecosystems?

t—1 Wu

] Dponot support
(] other

] unsure

Tell us why

S
- _QQ&'U—V[ R Shole Qutf —gkwé’x Re-(peaded -afivaive Sb'&-s—’_’

e ———— = —

QAL A:ﬂm "(w{ nn T Ges B licas o eOCTH A (M&Zanre G
451,.;)"/@(5%\ bouel. € oA Stl__ﬁg_r@f _wFeRa )t Coand ) ded e
Creod ed /\k\s \ :m“—- R RATT DV’J@«J&»’[ w T L‘_oNQ) e, B
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4. Our freshwater bodies (including lakes Tomarata and Rototoa)

Our lakes, streams and wetlands face many challenges, such as habitat loss, pollution from
excess nutrients like nitrogen, sediment build up, and changes in water levels and flow patterns.
On top of these, invaders such as koi carp fish and hornwort weed are also a big problem in our
waterways.

Like marine species, introduced freshwater species are very difficult to control once they arrive,
so preventing further spread is very important. Whether we are going for a swim, kayaking on a
lake, or shooting ducks, we all have a part to play in preventing the spread of freshwater species
that can contaminate our gear and the next location we visit. '

Currently, we control existing introduced species such as hornwort and rudd at two of the region’s
highest ecological value lakes, Tomarata and Rototoa, to protect and restore native species such
as kakabhi / freshwater mussels.

We want your feedback on whether we should also control freshwater pests at more of our
region’s 72 lakes.

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

4A. What is your opinion on Auckland Council controlling pests in more of the region’s
lakes (beyond Tomarata and Rototoa)?

] Support
D Do not support
[] other
[ ] unsure
Tell us why

%Le 7{». Addacwame Sere

T

BUINRINE Lo,

In 2023, freshwater gold clam was discovered in the Waikato River. These freshwater invaders can
spread quickly, able to easily attach to and travel on wetsuits, kayaks and other gear unless the
gear is completely dried out and treated.

As wake boats cannot be 'completely dried, they are an especially high-risk item when moving
from gold clam infested areas. In fact, motorised boats in general are difficult to completely dry.

Removing motorised boats from Lake Tomarata would reduce the risk of the lake being invaded
by freshwater clams. It would also have a range of wider benefits for the environment, safety and
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passive recreation, but motor boating is also a valued recreational experience for the local
community and beyond.

We want your feedback on whether we should ban motorised boats from Lake Tomarata, to
protect this priority lake that we are already managing for other freshwater marine species - what
is the right balance for blodiversity protection and recreation at Tomarata?

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

4B. What Is your opinion on banning motorised boats from Lake Tomorata to help prevent the -
| spread of freshwater pests and to protect shoreline vegetation?

[Q/ Support

Do not support

_ D ~ Other
[ ] uUnsure
Tell us why

5. Climate resilience

Extreme weather events cause significant damage to communities and ecosystems, like we saw
across Tamaki Makaurau in 2023. In these conditions, weeds can take advantage of the chaos,
spreading to new areas via wind and floodwaters, and quickly dominating areas stripped bare by
the storms,

We already contribute to climate resilience and mitigation through a variety of biodiversity -
protection programmes. And through Te Taruke a Tawhirl Auckland’s Climate Plan, we’ve also
reccg@segitheimpnttancentpestmanagementmbath climatafmtigatfmandmhenm/—)

Hdvbever, as extreme weather events become more frequent our natural envnronment is being
increasingly impacted by pests and diseases.

For more information on this topic, read our full consultation materials.

Do you think we should prioritise increased climate change resilience ln our management of
the natural environment?
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6. Other feedback

Do you have any other priorities or suggestions for how we should protect our natural
environment from the impacts of exotic species now and into the future?

Need more room? You can attach extra pages.
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