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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#57 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Not enough room on footpaths. High risk should there be issues with one dog in 
controlling the others. Serious H&S issue 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
We have to drive nearly an hour to this park as there are not enough off-leash areas 
already. 

There is never an overwhelming amount of dogs to feel threatened by. Dogs need 
somewhere to exercise during the day if you live in the city and cant get to the beach in 
off peak hours in summer. 
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
With the addition of some clear signposts I would like off leash from along the beach and 
including the coastal / historical walk but on leash through the paddocks and in the car 
park areas. We went here on the weekend and loved it and our dog would have too but it 
was unclear if she was allowed at the park at all. I think off leash in the bush for dogs 
should be no problem. We have been on the Omana walk before and it was enjoyed by 
many dogs and their owners and the Tapapakanga walk only had us on it so less risk 
again. 

 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

Depending on foot traffic in general on associated walks I think off leash is fine. Areas 
clearly marked this would help too so people without pets are aware they may run 
into dogs 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#74 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I've run a dog walking business and I believe this is so sensible....This law has been passed 
in the UK... 

 I lived in Beachlands where the dog was attached and killed it was terrible  

 Even if you have control over your dogs you can't control what's around the corner  

( I've met cows and sheep that have got out the fields ... people who are scared of dogs... 
spooked horses etc 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#74 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#532 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Pack walkers are beneficial to so many dogs and their families. Create a licence for dog 
walkers with more than 3 dogs at a time. There are few uneducated dog walkers but many 
that are extremely knowledgeable and beneficial to society 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#710 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I am multiple big dog owner and it would be really hard to control more than this, no 
matter how well trained the dogs 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Don't let dog ownership influence house prices and buyer appeal. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I am a dog owner and I support education of dog owners. However, I also appeal to you to 
include education for non-dog owners, particularly those parents who take their young 
children to play in off-leash dog areas. It is not fair to the responsible dog owners who 
concentrate on controlling their dogs to have to deal with young 'out of control' children 
running up to their dogs or screaming excitedly around dogs when we are trying to keep 
the dogs calm.   (By the way, well done and thank you for all your own on the policy and 
bylaws) 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#710 
 

 April 2025 Page 4 of 6 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

Please include education for non-dog owners and consider making off-leash areas 
marked as unsuitable for children under 13 years of age. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#795 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Having been an Animal Management Officer for nearly 5 years working withing the AMO 
and Barking officer space I do agree with regulating the amount of dogs that can be 
walked off leash or on leash by a single person, however this rule though appropriate for 
the general public does not distinguish between this and those in a dog walking industry. I 
also agree that the dog walking industry needs regulation but believe that this should be 
done separately to these proposed changes. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I believe creating licensing for those who can walk dogs professionally and ensuring 
appropriate levels of traing/ education in this sector would be more beneficial for the dog 
community as a whole. Dog walkers play a very important role in reducing the amount of 
barking and roaming complaints as dogs are looked after and stimulated while owners are 
busy/ working. Dog walkers have a very positive impact in this way. The issues occur when 
there are people who are untrained in this industry doing the job. I do agree with limiting 
the amount if dogs to a single dog walker, but this needs to be seperate from the 
proposed general rules you are looking at enforcing. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#932 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Neutering does not alter behaviour. Training alters behaviour. If a dog is entire and 
menacing it will also be neutered and menacing. Making dogs undergo a painful and 
unnecessary invasive surgical procedure is not the answer for being menacing. 
Responsible ownership is, would you suggest ear cropping because my dog doesn’t listen? 
I don’t think so. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
There should be nominated expert witnesses. Who are trained and knowledgable in 
animal behaviour and legislation. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
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A bit discriminatory. Just because you live in a certain area this shouldn’t limit the 
number of dogs you can keep. Might not be ideal circumstances. But it’s would 
discriminate against low income families. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

They should be evidence based and information based. They should look at what other 
countries have implemented and what has been successful in alleviating the issues they 
have identified. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1049 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
We have been going to forrestry beach for years and there are so many families that go for 
a day with their dogs from both Auckland and Kaipara districts. We have never seen any 
issues and people respect the area, picking up after their dogs. It would be a shame to 
take away one of the only places that so many people use to spend time with all family 
members. There are already so many places you can’t take your dog, please leave us our 
special place. 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1256 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash unless licence obtained 

Tell us why 
I think that 6 dogs is too many for one person to safely handle.  

In a perfect situation where it was only the 6 they may be fine, but add strays, people etc 
& 6 dogs is too much for one person to handle!! 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1671 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash unless licence obtained 

Tell us why 
Because we only have 2 hands, 2 dogs un each hand is more that enough,  especially if 
they are big strong dogs, 2 off leash is easy to watch to pick up after,  4 would end up wit 
dog poo being left not picked up 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
I think any dogs classd as menacing should also have to go through a check that the 
owner is capable of dealing properly with a menacing dog. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Not all behaviorists are actually good at dealing or assessing menacing dogs, they need to 
also go through a proper program with a army or police approved dog trainer to make sure 
they are capable of making the correct decisions 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I think licenses should need to be obtained now to have a dog, property checks etc. 

Breeders should only be allowed to sell to an approved person. This would cut down on 
dog numbes, litters being excessively bred and roaming dogs 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Long Bay Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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0 

Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2114 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Just making it harder for responsible dog owners. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Some digs have medical conditions that is shown if left entire their condition can 
stabilise. Again punishing respond dog owners 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2571 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
This wouldn’t help but a licensing system would be far more beneficial. It wouldn’t 
penalise the people with experience 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3858 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3870 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I am writing to formally oppose the proposed ban on dogs at Te Arai Regional park and in 
particular Forestry Beach. As a daughter of local residents and dog owner, I believe this 
decision is both unnecessary and unfairly targets responsible pet owners while ignoring 
far greater threats to the local environment. Forestry Beach is one of the few remaining 
places where locals can exercise their dogs freely while enjoying the outdoors. For many 
residents, particularly those without large private properties, it provides an essential 
space for physical activity, mental well-being, and community interaction. Banning dogs 
would disproportionately impact these individuals, stripping them of one of the last 
accessible areas for responsible pet recreation.  

The claim that dogs pose a significant risk to wildlife and dune stability is difficult to take 
seriously when considering the scale of recent developments in the area.  

The construction of three 18-hole golf courses, along with extensive infrastructure, has 
resulted in the destruction of hundreds of acres of natural habitat. These projects have 
had a far greater impact on the environment than local dog walkers ever could. If 
environmental protection is truly a priority, then efforts should be focused on regulating 
large-scale developments rather than punishing everyday residents who simply wish to 
walk their dogs. Furthermore, responsible dog ownership—including leash laws, waste 
disposal, and wildlife awareness—can be managed through education and enforcement 
rather than an outright ban. Many dog owners are already conscientious about their pets’ 
impact on the environment and take appropriate measures to minimize any disruption.  

I urge the council to reconsider this proposed ban and instead work with the local 
community to find a balanced approach that accommodates both environmental 
concerns and the needs of residents. Options such as designated off-leash hours, 
seasonal restrictions, or increased signage about responsible pet ownership would be far 
more equitable solutions than a total prohibition. Thank you for considering this 
submission. I hope that the council will take into account the voices of local residents and 
recognize the importance of Forestry Beach as a vital community space.  

 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
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We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3873 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3908 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#3908 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Tēnā koutou, 

I am writing to formally oppose the proposed ban on dogs at Forestry Beach. As a 
daughter of local residents and dog owner, I believe this decision is both unnecessary and 
unfairly targets responsible pet owners while ignoring far greater threats to the local 
environment. 

Forestry Beach is one of the few remaining places where locals can exercise their dogs 
freely while enjoying the outdoors. For many residents, particularly those without large 
private properties, it provides an essential space for physical activity, mental well-being, 
and community interaction. Banning dogs would disproportionately impact these 
individuals, stripping them of one of the last accessible areas for responsible pet 
recreation. 

The claim that dogs pose a significant risk to wildlife and dune stability is difficult to take 
seriously when considering the scale of recent developments in the area. The 
construction of three 18-hole golf courses, along with extensive infrastructure, has 
resulted in the destruction of hundreds of acres of natural habitat. These projects have 
had a far greater impact on the environment than local dog walkers ever could. If 
environmental protection is truly a priority, then efforts should be focused on regulating 
large-scale developments rather than punishing everyday residents who simply wish to 
walk their dogs. 

Furthermore, responsible dog ownership—including leash laws, waste disposal, and 
wildlife awareness—can be managed through education and enforcement rather than an 
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outright ban. Many dog owners are already conscientious about their pets’ impact on the 
environment and take appropriate measures to minimize any disruption. 

I urge the council to reconsider this proposed ban and instead work with the local 
community to find a balanced approach that accommodates both environmental 
concerns and the needs of residents. Options such as designated off-leash hours, 
seasonal restrictions, or increased signage about responsible pet ownership would be far 
more equitable solutions than a total prohibition. 

Thank you for considering this submission. I hope that the council will take into account 
the voices of local residents and recognize the importance of Forestry Beach as a vital 
community space. 

Ngā mihi 

 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4517 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable): Zoomies Dog Training & Adventures 

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
This is going to crush the dog industry and create more behavioral issues with Auckland 
dogs long term 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

This should be something that is looked at by a dog behavior professional and talked 
about with the industry as a whole who have knowledge and understanding and take 
immense caution of the council and the public. It is unfair to put ridiculous and 
unnecessary rules on small businesses who are making a positive change in the 
community 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
If a dog is an issue- it not being desexed is going to make it an even bigger issue. And 
overall in a case like this I think the welfare of the dog needs to be looked at 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
It should be a group of trainers. Not just one and not someone who works for the council 
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Incredibly unnecessary 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

If you’re going to make a rule- it needs to be clarified on why and how the decision has 
been made as it affects the industry and Auckland dogs greatly 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
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Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Ridiculous, unfair and unnecessary. As the rest of the world gets more dog friendly why 
would we become so ridiculously unfair to our dogs?! 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 



#4517 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 7 

Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
0 

Tell us why 
Ridiculous, unfair and unnecessary. As the rest of the world gets more dog friendly why 
would we become so ridiculously unfair to our dogs?! 

 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 

 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 
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Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 

 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 

 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. 
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Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
None 
What local board area is this location in? 
I don't know 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
Instead of making our country more restrictive to dogs, let’s allow them to come along 

with the family more. This will benefit our society as dogs will be able to come along. If 

someone is breaking the rules and has an out of control dog then do something  

Why are you doing this? So restrictive. No current issues. Dog walkers are 
professional, aware and know their dogs well. If they don’t this is a business issue, not 
an industry or even a dog issue. Where is the evidence as to why this is happening? 
Who is 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5286 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 



#5286 
 

 April 2025 Page 4 of 5 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Forestry beach is big enough to support wildlife while having dogs 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5389 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Fair 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5410 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
It is just clarifying the current rules 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Dogs are not a problem on leash in the proposed 'prohibited ' areas. Dogs are part of 
people's family, and we should expand areas we can take our dogs, not further restrict 
them. Poorly behaved and out of control animals can be dealt with using current dog 
control laws, this change is restrictive and unnecessary. 
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Unduly restrictive to dog owners - dogs need good access to a wide range of environments 
including walking tracks for their and their owners health and well being. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
It is ridiculous to ban on leash dogs from the beach during the day. There is literally no 
justification I can think of. As long as dogbowners follow the current rules there is no 
problem! It is unduly restrictive for dogs and their owners enjoying their local 
communities. 

 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
0 

Tell us why 
There is not compelling evidence to change current rules and it is unduly restrictive to 
dogs and their owners enjoyment of their local communities. 

 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 
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Tell us why 
Clarification is fine 

 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Dogs need access to off leash environments especially beaches and waterways. It is a 
normal part of active family life in NZ 

 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Dogs need off leash environments for their health and wellbeing. 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
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Tell us why 
Again, not enough high quality data to justify the restrictive changes 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5426 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Personally I do not support these changes and the impact this could have on dog walking 
services; dog walking services provide much needed exercise for certain families and I 
believe this should be managed through professional licensing rather than sweeping 
changes. 

I feel that this issue is being well managed by the industry that it affects. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
The biggest concern is the proposed change to the overall objective of the policy, from 
being very supportive of dogs as a part of our society, to being viewed as more of a 
‘nuisance’. 

If these changes go through, I see this as the thin end of a wedge that will drive a 
continuous degradation of how dogs are perceived in the eyes of Policymakers in New 
Zealand. 

The current (2019) Policy and by law state one of the key objectives of the policy to 
“maintain opportunities for owners to take their dogs to public places”. 

The proposal is to chage this wording to a bunch of very negative words about dogs that 
assumes they are a ‘danger and distress, a nuisance, cause damage’ and that there is an 
expected or “inherrent conflict between dog owners” and the rest of society! 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in many cases completely wrong interpretation of councils own survey. 

Most of what has been cited as ‘structural change’ and ‘significant risk’ are in fact minor 
changes, if any, or low-impact issues (by councils own findings). 

The way the policy works is that Council and Dog Management are supposed to manage 
the low impact issues from irresponsible dog owners through better education and direct 
intervention, not massive changes to access. The policy is NOT designed to enable mass 
changes to dog access without significant reasons and due consideration to alternatives 
and/ or providing other places – neither of which are present in the proposal. 

In short, these are 'issues' that could and should be managed with a few good signs and 
better management of irresponsible dog owners, not sweeping dog access changes for the 
vast majority of responsible dog owners! 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in many cases completely wrong interpretation of councils own survey. 

Most of what has been cited as ‘structural change’ and ‘significant risk’ are in fact minor 
changes, if any, or low-impact issues (by councils own findings). 

The way the policy works is that Council and Dog Management are supposed to manage 
the low impact issues from irresponsible dog owners through better education and direct 
intervention, not massive changes to access. The policy is NOT designed to enable mass 
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changes to dog access without significant reasons and due consideration to alternatives 
and/ or providing other places – neither of which are present in the proposal. 

In short, these are 'issues' that could and should be managed with a few good signs and 
better management of irresponsible dog owners, not sweeping dog access changes for the 
vast majority of responsible dog owners! 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in many cases completely wrong interpretation of councils own survey. 

Most of what has been cited as ‘structural change’ and ‘significant risk’ are in fact minor 
changes, if any, or low-impact issues (by councils own findings). 

The way the policy works is that Council and Dog Management are supposed to manage 
the low impact issues from irresponsible dog owners through better education and direct 
intervention, not massive changes to access. The policy is NOT designed to enable mass 
changes to dog access without significant reasons and due consideration to alternatives 
and/ or providing other places – neither of which are present in the proposal. 

In short, these are 'issues' that could and should be managed with a few good signs and 
better management of irresponsible dog owners, not sweeping dog access changes for the 
vast majority of responsible dog owners! 

 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 
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Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
0 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in 

 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in 

 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in 

 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in 

 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Other than the obvious impacts on the health of dogs and their owners (!) these are big 
changes that do not meet the criteria of the Dog Policy 2019. 

Much of what has been suggested as ‘findings’ is merely a statement of what is happening 
already, and in 

   

The existing rules are fine, with dogs on leash or off leash "and under control" 

Instead of treating dogs as a menace or nuisance, and punishing responsible owners 
for the follows of others, what about using the AMOs to enforce the existing rules.  

If s 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5670 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I have 4 dogs that's plenty to control with great call back i have trouble 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5842 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
There are enough restraints on dog owners already.  Please do not make it harder to give 
our animals a fulfilled life 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
You are making too many changes all at once.  Deal more effectively with the minority of 
offenders, and leave animals alone.  I want to say go pick on someone who can defend 
themselves, not the poor dogs. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

Please do not change the status quo 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5871 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I support the maximum of 6 leashed, however I do not support up to 3 unleashed. A 
person only has 2 hands in to restrain and controll of an unleashed dog in emergency 
situations. Off lead should only be used in private fenced areas not open public spaces. It 
does not matter how well trained the unleashed dog is , there are multiple unpredictable 
situations a well trained unleashed dog has resulted badly. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#5871 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6016 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Look at other countries dogs are treated as part of the family 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6134 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
 

In 2021, I was part of a collaborative effort between Wellington City Council, Animal 
Control and a group of leading  industry professionals. Together, we created local 
standards that are fair and pay respect to public safety, wildlife and most importantly our 
beloved pups.  

This collaborative approach has created strong positive relationships between all parties 
and has worked. 

The standards require accountability from walkers and take into consideration that the 
number of dogs a person can safely manage varies greatly from person to person; with 
some struggling with one and others safely handling upwards of ten.   

I welcomed these long awaited industry standards and I urge Auckland Council to 
consider the success of the Wellington Commercial Dog Walking Licence.  

Thank you for your Consideration. 

Isobella Baarspul -Professional dog walker 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
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A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6180 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I support responsible professional dog walkers, and believe that the proposed numbers 
are too restrictive. This will have a negative impact on the ability for dogs to access 
competent walkers to support meeting their needs, as well as unfairly making it 
challenging for professionals to earn a sustainable income through their craft. I support a 
12 dog maximum limit in line with the Canine Industry Standards Associations guidelines, 
with the potential for a licensing system or competency assessment to support 
responsible handlers. I’d also support encouraging education for all potential walkers 
through a mentorship program. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6252 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable): Dogs By Beks 

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I am an accredited professional dog walker and hold a licence with Wellington City 
Council., and walk up to 12 dogs at a time safely and under control. I participated in the 
workshops with council to shape the licence. I understand innately the challenges from 
both council and dog walkers. 

As we resolved with them, a limit does not determine ability to control or to keep safe the 
dogs in a handler's care, and does not resolve the issue of on or off leash dogs causing a 
nuisance to others, taking up paths, or having dogs off leash in on leash areas. This 
happens whether one dog is being walked or several, by both dog owners and dog 
walkers. 

The relevant issues which need to be considered are: 

- Better education and knowledge of responsibilities under the dog control act for both 
dog owners and dog walkers ie understand fully control includes not allowing dogs to 
approach, harass, intimidate, bully others either on or off leash and doesn't just mean 
dogs aren't allowed to roam or be aggressive 

- Better education on dog body language ie what bullying and intimidation look like, what 
a 'no thank you' signal looks like well-before a reaction, and 'they're just being friendly' is 
more often than not a dog with poor social skills 

- The entitled attitudes when lack of control is highlighted 

- The lack of consequence, fines and regular checks from Animal Control to ensure dogs 
are under control - more and more rules get put in place but few are actually enforced 

- Dog walkers without health & safety plans, risk mitigation, liability insurance or common 
sense 

- Dog walkers with limited experience taking out too many dogs too quickly beyond their 
own safe limits (which can reduce when new dogs who need training are introduced) 

- Dog walkers not investing time to assess dogs first, match to existing pack members, 
introduce them slowly, teach them basics, keep them on leash until they have the skills, 
and/or taking on unsuitable dogs 

- Dog walkers not learning from their mistakes or those of others 

- Dog walkers without consideration for the public using the same spaces 

- Dog owners walking dogs on narrow paths on the full extent of longlines or flexi leads  



#6252 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 7 

- Dog walkers or dog owners who do not teach loose leash walking or neutrality, so 
multiple dogs leashed together then becomes a hazard or liability 

- Dog walkers who will still choose to operate contrary to the rules 

There are many dog walkers, particularly in the Auckland region, who take the time to 
provide a structured environment where dogs can be fully supported to get past 
behaviourial issues, refine their social skills, learn to act appropriately around everyday 
distractions, and meet the needs of dogs in households where they may otherwise not get 
met due to family, work, life commitments. The service is invaluable to dog owners who 
need help to get ahead with their dog or keep them fulfilled, which reduces the possibility 
of barking complaints, roaming or reactive dogs, and subsequent impacts on Animal 
Control. In Wellington, it is acknowledged structured dog walking also adds to the 
vibrancy of its public spaces. There are however far too many dog walkers who regularly 
have dogs go missing, who cause nuisance to others, attack dogs, who don't have basic 
business practices and who take more dogs than they can or should handle.  

What is lacking in Auckland is regulation of the industry or of dog owners, where evidence 
of ability, knowledge and basics is required. In Wellington, dog walkers complete a course, 
undergo in-field assessment on whether we can sufficiently control multiple dogs in our 
care, provide health & safety and lost dog protocols, and evidence of public liability 
insurance. If we receive complaints, we may lose the licence. In an ideal world, this would 
also include dog owners with multiple dogs. I believe Auckland needs a solution such as 
this, not limits. 

However, there are still many dog walkers who operate without a WCC licence (or Greater 
Wellington Concession), without consequence.   

As far as the idea of some on and some off leash dogs without a licence in place, in 
practice, this dilutes the benefits pack walking provides, and may cause more issues for 
inexperienced dog owners or walkers. Those who can control multiple dogs are presented 
with a challenge of rotating which dogs are off leash at any one time, limits the time spent 
on fulfilling basic needs like sniffing and playing, or to gain necessary social skills and 
learning with their peers. Without education and training, those who can't walk multiple 
dogs on a loose leash and/or around distractions may struggle with the on leash dogs 
having tantrums, spinning, lunging, reacting while their friends or household members get 
to be free, and to then control all dogs around other off leash dogs while those behaviours 
are happening. 

While dogs in smaller packs may still benefit, it becomes unsustainable when you factor 
in standard operational costs such as insurance, fuel,... 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6428 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Because it penalises good dog owners and does nothing to stop bad dog owners who don't 
follow the rules. 

Because Auckland has a roaming dog problem not a problem with responsible dog 
walkers.  

It will not address any issues as none of these are caused by the number of dogs walkers. 

It will stop responsible professional dog walkers from operating and support responsible 
dog owners who care for their dogs. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
NZ is already behind the rest of the world when it comes to allowing dogs in public 
spaces. Look at Europe for ideas. Dogs there are part of normal life and it is not a 
problem. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in camping areas 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on leash access to areas. Too many places are prohibited. 

 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
0 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on leash access to all places at least. Why is on leash a problem. 
There are so many people with dogs snd dogs need exercising. Limiting areas causes more 
problems to well being of both humans snd dogs. 
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
As before dogs need more not less walking places. Even on leash is better than none at 
all. 

 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Dogs should have more access to parks even if it is on leash only. Open up more park 
areas please. 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Please open up more areas to parks, beaches and campgrounds. Dogs should be allowed 
to holiday with us. 

 



#6428 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs need more access to beaches and forestry even if it is only on leash. Prohibiting 
makes it difficult for owners to support the wellbeing of their pets causing more 
problems. 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why 
Please open up more campgrounds to dogs. 

 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6813 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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0 

Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
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We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
0 

Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6837 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Outside Auckland  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I do not support the proposed limit on walking multiple dogs. 

The proposed limit will only penalise responsible dog owners and will not stop 
irresponsible people who do not follow existing laws. 

Auckland has a serious issue with roaming dogs and Council should focus on this not 
multiple dog walkers who make up a tiny amount of reported issues. I am a professional 
dog walker, and i have issues with roaming dogs, we are note the problem (although like 
most industries there is a small number of people operating as walkers that shouldn't be, 
and misrepresenting our industry. 

I support a license being developed to regulate professional dog walkers as they have the 
skills to handle multiple dogs and provide a valuable service to me and the community. I 
am a walker, and although i never take more than maximum of 6 - i have seen and know 
w=of others that walk more confidently, capably and safely. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 



#6837 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
No 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
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Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 

 


