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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3357  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

You are unable to manage the assets now now and you want to increase them, lots of what is here 

is unused or poorly maintained. Need to scape long term plans and focus on what you have and 

getting right now, Stop dreaming and get back to reality.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

People pay too much for rates and most of which is poorly spent, if you where paying the bill most 

of this rubbish would now go ahead, Time to reel you heads in.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Albert -Eden,Aotea/Great Barrier,Devonport -Takapuna,Franklin,Henderson -

Massey,Hibiscus and Bays,Howick,Kaipātiki,Māngere -Ōtāhuhu,Manurewa,Maungakiekie -

Tāmaki,Ōrākei,Ōtara -Papatoetoe,Papakura,Puketāpapa,Rodney,Upper 

Harbour,Waiheke,Waitākere Ranges,Waitematā ,WhauDo not support any They do not do a good 

job as we would not be in such a poor position now, If they were in private industry they would not 

be employed. Do not support Do not support Do not support Do not support Business already oay too 

much stop bleeding them any more, busnesses need to grown not keep on being taxed.  

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

As before need to use what they have now wisely  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment and 

changes to services?  

A.  Improvements to the library service including additional programmes.  

Do not support  

B. Partnering with mana whenua and community on the coordination and engagement of island 

fisheries management and local Ahu Moana marine projects.  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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All libraries should be closed and there should be no partnering as we should all be one.  

Devonport -Takapuna Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Reduce the spending is good, stopping the waste and you should close the ones that do not deliver  

2. Due to rising costs for utilities, maintenance, staffing requirements as well as 

pressures on revenue, we are facing an increase in the cost of delivering existing 

services. To address this, we are considering changes to service levels or fees. What do 

you think about the proposed changes?  

A. Reduced maintenance of bollards and fencing, stop scheduled maintenance for bush area 

(except High Value/Ecological areas), reduced service level for amenity gardens and planted 

areas, and reclassifying re -vegetation areas to bush areas.  

Do not support  

B. Reduced library hours over 7 days.  

Support  

C. Reduced local board funding to local organisations that deliver local events.  

Support  

D. Reduced budget available for contestable grants.  

Support  

E. Reduced funding for organisations that deliver support and services for seniors, youth, 

ethnic communities, sport and recreation and community wellbeing.  

Support  

F.Reduced funding support for The Depot, Devonport Museum, The Lake House, The Michael 

King Writers Centre, North Shore Brass, The Pumphouse and The Rose Centre.  

Support  

G. Reduced funding for parks volunteers.  

Support  
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H. Reduced funding support for environmental restoration, planting, pest management, and 

waste minimisation.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Reduce the spending is good, stopping the waste and you should close the ones that do not deliver 

all marked  

Franklin Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Close down the open spaces if they are too pricey to maintain, if you are a business you cannot 

operate above you income. Manage your assects  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Cut the long term plan, manage your assets, reduce the wasteful spending and operate like a 

business and trim the chaff.  

Hibiscus and Bays Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

As marked makes sence,and others are not required  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment and 

changes to fees and charges?  

A. Supporting further protection of our sea, soil and fresh water from contamination and 

sedimentation, through increased monitoring and extending projects such as local stream 

restoration including the Weiti River.  
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Support  

B. Supporting community access to a wide range of recreational opportunities through 

investigating new capex projects such as outdoor court provision and increasing support for 

indoor court provision through facilities grants.  

Do not support  

C. Creating safer town centres and other public spaces through actions such as an increased 

support for community safety and placemaking.  

Do not support  

D. Ensuring Hibiscus and Bays is welcoming and supportive for all through collaboration with a 

broader range of local residents and an increased focus on inclusive design, so it is accessible 

and usable for people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds.  

Do not support  

E. Introducing changes to a range of fees in pools and leisure centres, including casual 

recreation, dry and aquatic group fitness and pool lane hire to better align fees across our sites.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1 makes sense,  

2 not required unless you can afford it  

3, Policing problem if areas are unsafe require goverment funds  

4.This is just dribble, sack who thought this up.  

5 user pays good  ideal.  

Howick Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Lots of waste here thats not required focus on what is needed.Don't waste money on stupid ideas  

2. What do you think about the proposed local board specific key areas of spend?  

A. Explore ways to get the best value from our play spaces so they continue to meet the needs 

of children and families.  
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Do not support  

B. Run regular seminars for community groups/organisations on the local grant's application 

process.  

Do not support  

C. Identify what type of indoor/sheltered courts are necessary to support sports play in Flat 

Bush.  

Do not support  

D. Continue advocacy of the Tāmaki estuary on water quality and coastal erosion.  

Support  

E. Continue to advocate to crime prevention organisations on behalf of the community for 

ongoing safety initiatives.  

Do not support  

F. Continue to support our volunteer groups with resources needed for ecological volunteering, 

such as stream clean -ups and pest plant weeding.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1,Should know this before the assets were put in, it like closing the gate after the horse has bolted  

2, Let the groups pay for any applications, user pays  

3, Not required, if you dont already know don't bother to waste money you dont have  

4.ok  

5 Policing requires government funding not local  

6.ok  

Kaipātiki Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Cancell new projects as you can't afford them and concentrate on have to use the budget you have  

Māngere -Ōtāhuhu Local Board Feedback:  
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1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Makes sence  

2. Due to rising costs for utilities, maintenance, staffing requirements as well as 

pressures on revenue, we are facing an increase in the cost of delivering existing 

services. To address this, we are considering a Local Services Targeted Rate, changes 

to service levels or fees, or a combination of both approaches. We could introduce a 

Local Services Targeted Rate of $47.11 (GST inclusive) per Separately Used or Inhabited 

Part per annum on all rateable properties except those categorised as zero -rated in t he 

Māngere -Ōtāhuhu Local Board area ($0.91 cent per week) to cover the increased cost 

of delivering existing services. What do you think about this proposal?  

Support  

3. We could adjust some service levels, fees and charges.  What do you think about the 

proposed changes?  

A. Reduce library hours - reduce hours at our four libraries as needed, without going below the 

regional minimum service level of 44 hours over 6 days at each library.  

Do not support  

B. Reduce maintenance - Stop scheduled bollard and post -and -rail maintenance, stop 

scheduled maintenance for bush areas (except High Value/Ecological), change garden edging 

to chemical application, cease infill planting and mulching in amenity gardens and reclassify 

re-vegetation areas to bush areas.  

Support  

C. Reduce discretionary funding for Community Wellbeing programmes and services, 

Environment Management programmes and services and community grants.  

Do not support  

D. Increase pools and leisure fees - Increase fees and charges by $1 for “Plus” services at Moana -

Nui -ā-Kiwa Pool and Leisure Centre.  

Support  

E. Charge adult visitors from outside the local board area at Moana -Nui -a-Kiwa Pool and Leisure 

Centre and Ōtāhuhu Pool and Leisure Centre (Toia).  

Do not support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1. close the library save money and reuse it else where  

2 ok  

3. close community programmes save money and re -purpose  

4/5 charge everyone the same user pays  

4. Overall, how do you think the local board should address the cost increases?  

Reduce current service levels and/or increase fees and charges for those services  

Manurewa Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Total waste of money,nothing to be gained here, 100% loss.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Allocate up to $1.5 million of funding to support delivery of the Manurewa War Memorial Park 

multi -sports pavilion.  

Do not support  

B. Deliver a new multi -cultural initiative that responds to demands for increased ethnic 

engagement.  

Do not support  

C. Develop a civics education initiative that helps people understand the role of local boards 

and how they can get involved.  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1, 2 and 3 Total waste of money,nothing to be gained here, 100% loss. Sack the people who put this 

together for being stupid.  

Maungakiekie -Tāmaki Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  
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Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Majority are rubbish and only 1 has legs, drop the dross support the businesses.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Environmental initiatives – working alongside mana whenua on restoration projects, 

expanding food resilience and edible planting programmes, and reinstating deferred 

environmental education activities.  

Do not support  

B. Sport and recreation – providing one -off operational support to local sports clubs and 

facilities to strengthen participation and collaboration.  

Do not support  

C. Libraries and culture – enhancing programming for seniors and increasing investment in 

creative and cultural activities.  

Do not support  

D. Community safety and emergency readiness – exploring additional compliance officer 

resourcing in areas with limited coverage.  

Do not support  

E. Local economy - supporting business associations to continue supporting local businesses 

and ongoing growth, development and liven -up our town centres.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1-4 waste of money  

5 support businesses on growth  

3. What do you think of Onehunga Business Association Inc’s proposal to reduce the 

geographic boundary of the Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) 

programme, and amount of targeted rate to be collected?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  
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Ōrākei Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Mast are a waste of money and 1 is self funding  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment and 

changes to services?  

A. Increase community -use sports fields provision either through redevelopment or expansion 

of our asset portfolio to address the forecasted move of Auckland Cricket into Colin Maiden 

Park and other demands on our sports fields.  

Do not support  

B. Increasing investment in restoration and pest -management programmes to grow and 

protect your natural environment. Our reserves and open spaces are one of the most vital 

resources in Ōrākei.  

Do not support  

C. Changing the Meadowbank Community Centre project to a self -funded community centre to 

capitalise on existing investment and resources.  

Support  

D. Construct a playground Remuera Library to optimise the under -used green space at the side 

of the building.  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Mast are a waste of money and 1 is self funding  

Library should be closed  

Ōtara -Papatoetoe Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  
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Don't increase anything get staff to work harder, most of these activities have 1 person working and 

5 people watching  

2. Due to rising costs for utilities, maintenance, staffing and other pressures, we must 

address an increase in the cost of delivering existing services within its current funding. 

To balance the budget, we are considering a Local Services Targeted Rate, c hanges to 

service levels or fees, or a combination of both approaches. We could introduce a Local 

Services Targeted Rate of $1.1 million capital value based rate charged to all properties 

(this would be around $27 based on average value urban residential property in the 

Ōtara -Papatoetoe Local Board area) to cover the increased cost of delivering existing 

services. What do you think about this option?  

Do not support  

3. We could adjust some service levels, fees and charges.  What do you think about the 

proposed changes?  

A. Reduce maintenance - Stop scheduled bollard and post -and -rail maintenance, stop 

scheduled maintenance for bush areas (except High Value/Ecological), change garden edging 

to chemical application, cease infill planting and mulching in amenity gardens and reclassify 

re-vegetation areas to bush areas.  

Support  

B. Reduce library hours: Ōtara Library, reduction of 4 hours per week; Papatoetoe Library, 

reduction of 2 hours per week; Tupu Youth Library, reduction of 5 hours per week; Manukau 

Library, reduction to a 6 -day service, close on Sundays.  

Support  

C. Reduce discretionary spending on community grants, community and/or environment 

projects.  

Support  

D. Increase to fees for “Plus” (spa, sauna, and steam room entry) services by $1 at Ōtara Pool 

and Leisure Centre and Papatoetoe Centennial Pool (PCP).  

Support  

E. Charge adult visitors from outside the local board area at Ōtara Pool and Leisure Centre and 

Papatoetoe Centennial Pool (PCP).  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Close the libraries,  
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User pays 4/5 should be the same price for all adults regardless  

4. Overall, how do you think the local board should address the cost increases?  

Reduce current service levels and/or increase fees and charges for those services   

Papakura Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Stay within your budget  

2. Due to rising costs for utilities, maintenance, staffing requirements as well as 

pressures on revenue, we are facing an increase in the cost of delivering existing 

services. To address this, we are considering changes to service levels or fees.  What do  

you think about the proposed changes to service levels and fees and charges?  

A. Reduce library hours on Mondays and Fridays at Sir Edmund Hillary Library.  

Support  

B. Reduce library hours on Saturdays at Sir Edmund Hillary Library.  

Support  

C. Reduce selected maintenance: Stop bollard and post -and –rail maintenance in parks, stop 

scheduled maintenance for bush areas (except high value/ecological).  

Support  

D. Charge a higher fee for visitors outside the Auckland region who visit Massey Park Pool.  

Do not support  

E. Reduce or discontinue grant funding.  

Support  

F. Reduce the numbers of public rubbish bins in public spaces such as town centres, parks and 

reserves.  

Do not support  

G. Reduce or discontinue some arts and culture activities.  

Support  
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H. Reduce or discontinue some services and programmes in arts facilities and community 

centres.  

Support  

I. Reduce or discontinue some community development and support activities.  

Support  

J. Reduce or discontinue some environmental and water quality activities.  

Do not support  

K. Reduce or discontinue civic events.  

Support  

L. Reduce or discontinue sports and park activation activities.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1-2 close the libraries  

3 reduce to stay in budget  

4 everyone should be same price no discrimination on visitors  

5 Ok  

6 Throw the rubbish on the ground, I don't thinks so. Grow up Please.  

7 8 9 yes  

10 No 

 11 = 12 yes 

Do not support any Need to scarp all new and current project, if you cannot afford them in the 

current budget forget them Support most maintain and renew key community assets like  

toilets, buildings, sports fields, tracks, and  

carparks while improving accessibility Yes OK  

 

• progress reserve and playgrounds projects,  

enhance greenways, increase rural roadside  
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weed control, and maintain heritage sites  

Yes  

 

• support volunteers to restore biodiversity  

through planting, pest plant and animal control,  

species protection, and local education  

Yes  

 

• deliver play, recreation, arts, cultural events, and  

placemaking initiatives that engage youth and  

celebrate diversity  

NO WAY  

 

• invest in community hubs, libraries, NO  

skills training, social enterprise, and local economic  

growth to build resilience Yes  

 

• provide waste education, school freshwater  

programmes, and commu nity -led stream  

restoration and catchment management  YES  

Upper Harbour Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Makes Sence  
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2. Due to rising costs for utilities, maintenance, staffing requirements as well as 

pressures on revenue, we are facing an increase in the cost of delivering existing 

services. To address this, we are considering changes to service levels or fees. What do 

you think about the proposed changes to service levels and fees and charges?  

A. Reduce maintenance activities may include stopping scheduled work on bollards, post -and -

rails, and low -value bush areas, ceasing amenity garden infill planting and mulching, and 

reclassifying re -vegetation areas as bush.  

Support  

B. Reduce grants funding.  

Support  

C. Reduce funding across all programmes and projects including environmental outcomes, 

events and activations, cycling initiatives and community outcomes.  

Support  

D. Increase the fees and charges for Albany Stadium Pool: Option 1: Increase casual swim and 

swim plus fees by $1 (Fees will range from $5.00 - $11.40)  

Support  

E. Increase the fees and charges for Albany Stadium Pool: Option 2: Increase spectator fee and 

supervising adult fee by $1 (Fees will become $2)  

Do not support  

F. Increase the fees and charges for Albany Stadium Pool: Option 3: Increase spectator fee and 

supervising adult fee by $4 (Fees will become $5)  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1- 3 reduction makes sence  

4  User Pays  

5/6 non user don't pay Support most Most are ok  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  
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All Ok  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

All Ok as major draw for tourists  

Waitematā Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Makes sence  

2. What do you think about the proposed changes to service levels, fees and charges?  

A. Reduce library hours at Central City, Little Leys, Grey Lynn and Parnell Libraries.  

Support  

B. Reduce maintenance for bollard and post -and -rail.  

Support  

C. Reduce community grant funding and accommodation grant funding.  
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Support  

D. Increase fees for adult swim fees at council pools by up to $3.  

Support  

E. Reduce funding for environmental management activities.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Makes sence  

4 user pays  

Whau Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Lots of money wasting here, get you head out of the cloulds  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Design and build a new destination playground at Avondale Central Reserve.  

Support  

B. Promote community identity and diversity by funding a coordinator for Welcoming 

Communities, supporting the PAN African Hub, and refreshing the Whau Ethnic Peoples Plan.  

Do not support  

C. Engage and respond to youth needs, and co -design initiatives to address opportunities and 

gaps.  

Do not support  

D. Improve water quality and flood resilience of Whau streams and rivers through collaboration 

with volunteers, local schools, community hubs, organisations, and neighbouring local boards.  

Support  

E. Prioritise projects identified through the Whau Sport and Recreation Facilities Plan and 

leverage partnerships to provide a local facility network for the community.  

Do not support  
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F. Develop a Local Parks Management Plan to guide decisions on managing use, development, 

and protection of all 146 parks, reserves and open space within the Whau.  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

1- 3 5-6 money wasting  

4 ok  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Sack Wayne Brown and cut wasteful spending  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Close all libraries and save money everything is available online, Scrape electric buses as the road 

inforstructure isn't suitable for the weight. Get the workers to do the work and stop watching 1 

person working. Stop the cones. manage road works properly  sack the people who don't do a good 

job. Outlaw the gangs. No more cycleways. No more road bumps, Increase road speeds back to 

normal. no stopping/parking  for cars 500m from all schools. Picks up inside school grounds.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets  and public spaces.,Other (please 

specify): More parking, faster road speeds, more car parks, no cycle lanes,

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

5 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Not the time for increasing rates.  

Reduce services and grant schemes to work with in the current rate income.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

More like bureaucracy to justify the cost of unnecessary employment  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waiheke Do not support most Haven’t read it yet but from comments from friends they said it was 

pretty bad  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Do not increase any rates.  

Reduce costs and services.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Roading and public safety  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and 

visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and  public spaces.

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

6 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  

24



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3389  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Buses are useless in Laingholm unreliable, if they turn up either late or early and only hourly. Did 

catch the train to Newmarket however trains can also be unreliable, and with the new city rail 

western line may not even stop at Newmarket so would have to  catch another train.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Already have the bins and compost put on rates why would we want to pay more. Why would we 

also want to pay extra rates for other areas we don’t live in like permit parking or the BID program  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges,Waitematā  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Do not support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Other  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Doubt anything would happen to laingholm  

Waitematā Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed changes to service levels, fees and charges?  

A. Reduce library hours at Central City, Little Leys, Grey Lynn and Parnell Libraries.  

Do not support  

B. Reduce maintenance for bollard and post -and -rail.  

Other  

C. Reduce community grant funding and accommodation grant funding.  

Other  

D. Increase fees for adult swim fees at council pools by up to $3.  

Support  

E. Reduce funding for environmental management activities.  

Other  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Do not support  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  
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N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

29



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3414  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I’m happy to pay more for needed infrastructure. I am middle class so I can afford this. Would be 

good to expand need -based rebates for stressed homeowners.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

All 5 above are important. It’s hard to prioritise!  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and 

celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3418  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

times already hard, we don’t have more money to spend on rates  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

1 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, 

workers and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, par ks and public spaces so the 

city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses 

succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed 

streets and public spaces.

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

6 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3442  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Walking connecting Titirangi/ Woodland park/ Laingholm/ Parau needs to be safer for children and 

young people to use.  

  

Things such as:  

- A pedestrian crossing on Huia Rd near the Huia Rd and Langholm Drive intersection  

- A pedestrian crossing near 92 Huia Rd where the footpath ends on one side and continues on the 

other. This is a dangerous road for children walking to Titirangi Primary, Woodland Park Primary and 

Titirangi Rudolf Steiner School to cross as cars drive dow n this hill at rapid speeds.  

- The f ootpaths between Parau and Laingholm stop and start, which means that children walking 

from Parau to Laingholm Primary, Woodlands Park Primary or Titirangi Rudolf Steiner School have 

to walk along Huia Rd for part of the walk. A road which has sections wit h a 70km speed limit and 

is prone to being slippery when wet. Adult civilians walking from Parau to the bus stop in Laingholm 

(as the bus no longer comes to Parau), also have to walk on the road for part of the journey which 

has lead to a few elderly peopl e in our community regularly hitch hiking from the bus stop back to 

parau.  

-The footpath on Laingholm Drive between Landing Road and Helios Place is particularly dangerous 

when wet. Many School children walk this stretch of footpath, however due to the hill and rain, it 

gets very slippery in wetter months and seasons. Cars also s eem to love picking up the momentum 

from coming down Huia Rd and then boosting up Laingholm drive, which makes this a very sketchy 

stretch of footpath. Things like a railing or barr ier would help keep the children safe, making the 

texture of the footpath more gritty, better drainage, installing a speed bump on the road to slow the 

cars or installing a round about at the Huia Rd and Laingholm Drive intersection to slow the cars.  

- Parking near Titirangi Rudolf Steiner School. The parking near the school is diabolical considering 

the school has Play group, Early Childhood, Primary School, Intermediate and High School. There is 

significant public land available for public parking ne ar the school on Helios Place, Laingholm Drive, 

Landing Rd and Huia Rd, however there are no specified areas for parking, no pedestrian crossings 

to ensure safety from getting from the car parking areas to the footpaths leading to the school and 

no 'School Zon e' speed limit signs.  

- Helios Place footpath. If the foot path was removed on the southern side of Helios Place, there 

would be more room for parking which would ease congestion in the school car park and make 

things much safer for tamariki. It also seems prudent to extend the  existing footpath on the northern 

side of helios place so that it connects with the school footpath inside the school boundary.  

Question 6: City centre  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time 

in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting 

more visitors to the cit y with well -designed streets and public spaces.
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# 3445  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The rates increase is absolutely crazy. You already increased it immensely. Far too high. And will 

you actually ever get rid of the potholes in West Auckland? Will you stop having roadworks at all 

times because it is so slow?  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme is good. Money for roads, libraries, parks and pools is really 

important. But people with homes worse less than a million shouldn't be having these huge rate 

hikes.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

I think the rates increase is crazy. It's too high for properties worth under one million.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

You need to make sure you are helping the special schools in the area and the libraries and the 

roads.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Please make sure you fix all the roads in the Waitakere Ranges area.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Even though I didn't put overall transport high I am concerned that the roads are better maintained 

than they have been. The last few years I have never had to live with such bad roads although you 

have upgraded them from how bad they were a while back but  so many roads that are unfinished 

and gravelly and please get on to potholes. Please care for our environment as a top priority and 

please keep the libraries and museums going well. And please don't put rates up so high for people 

whose properties aren't even that valuable any more?  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve stre ets, parks and public spaces so the city centre 

is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by 

making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and 

public spaces .

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3449  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

• Transport - 7.9% is a lot to add to an already high rates bill, and an across the board rates increase 

to cover costs of the CRL is hard to swallow. A significant percentage of Aucklanders will not use or 

benefit from this infrastructure. This cost shoul d be targeted at users of the CRL in the first instance 

and those who live / work in the CBD area.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme - support removing this fee from rates for affected areas 

PROVIDED checks are in place to ensure septic systems are maintained to current standards 

(minimum 3 yrs for older systems, 6 months for new).  

• Inclusion of kerbside bin fee in rates - strongly oppose. Despite claims by council, anecdotal and 

direct experience strongly suggests that people were inclined to produce less landfill rubbish under 

the prepaid tags scheme. Now, even people who care abo ut minimising landfill are putting their bin 

out every week just to get their money's worth.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  
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Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Do not support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Other  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

• Waitakere Ranges: Human activity is the most destructive element in the Ranges, if we care about 

the state and longevity of this iconic area the tracks should stay closed permanently. The Dam 

walks in the area and the proximity of the coast are enough. L et the bush recover.  

• Walking and cycling connections: Support, provided this doesn't refer to tracks or other areas in 

the Waitakere Ranges.   

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

• Protect the Ranges  

• Protect the Gulf  

• Make informed, forward thinking decisions with water supply and wastewater treatment equally  

 

Thanks  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  
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Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3500  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Because they are asking us to pay for our own septic cleans yet are not dropping the cost off our 

rates and ontop of that increasing our rates more and we have to pay for a septic empty. Seems 

grossly unfair.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

49



# 3500  

 

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

again if we have to pay for our septic cleans we need a reduction in our rates otherwise our hike is 

more then anyone elses.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

septic changes and anything environmental as this is wasting our money and making us more poor  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Do not support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Do not support  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and 

visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is 

a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting busines ses – help businesses succeed by making 

them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public 

spaces.,Other (please specify): finding a way to keep buses safer as alot of homeless and drunk 

people go on the bus at night and its extremely scary for us passengers and for the families of the 

drivers. My husband has had a knife pulled on him and made to drive a dangerously drugged up  

passenger to a different location as well as he has been threatened many times. 

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3503  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

CRL adds no benefit to those who live outside Central Auckland.  For example, it would still take 

me over an hour and 15 stops to reach Britomart.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Agree with Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Don't see why we should be punished with high rate increases due to years of under investment in 

infrastructure.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  
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We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3505  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Honestly so many houses can’t afford increase in costs. I think you need to be more imaginative 

with your revenue sources. How much do big corporations in the city pay? Is it a fair representation 

compared with the small outer suburb houses? Especially as those big companies will be massive 

users of the city rail link not those of us who almost never go in to the city. A large rates increase, 

again, feels akin to the teacher that punishes the whole class to solve the problems a few are causing  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Please no more separate bin charges.  

How about tourist charges to visitors to raise revenue instead?  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges,Whau  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

I realise I was asked to rank them but they are all very important and interconnected. I don’t want 

one to be focused on to the detriment of others  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3541  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I am not completely behind the blanket rate increase largely driven by the CRL. I think that Auckland 

Central should have a larger targeted rate to offset increases that other places in the supercity are 

being asked to contribute to e.g. 9 -10% for Auckland  Central to facilitate some reduction to 5 -6% 

for the rest of the supercity.  
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Why? You target specific rates around water and other needs. From a personal point of view - I live 

in Waitakere; Auckland CBD is a foreign country. I went to London and Singapore more times last 

year than our city centre. Coupled with the problem of the ' last km' (that public transport from my 

house is not that great or takes too long) I am unlikely to realistically use the upgrades for any 

reason.  

 

I specifically live in Glen Eden. We have a train crossing - the fact that this isn't being removed, 

continu es to prioritise cars, meaning that train frequency is not as good as proposed and my town 

centre continues to be a mess.  

 

For that reason I don't feel that the 'super city' should be contributing at the same rate for the CRL 

that the Central will.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Similar to my previous point. Given you can have a target rate for specific properties in the 

Waitakere area for water sewage, I do not see it fair that Central is not offsetting the cost of CRL to 

some degree for the rest of the city. I understand that th ere are benefits to all but for me that's not 

really the case. Either skew targeted rates on all localities for all local increases or don't have them 

at all and spread them everywhere like you are doing for the CRL.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  
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I think that not removing the train crossing for cars in Glen Eden is a massive miss. It will reduce 

the frequency of trains into the city which is a minus for the CRL, continues to prioritise car; which 

is a minus for everything and does not meaningfully improve the area - minus for everybody.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Other  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Other  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Other  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Other  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

As a whole i think these are 'flowery' and are not specific enough. I would like to see more concrete 

and measurable items like the removal of the train crossing in Glen Eden to promote a better area, 

de-prioritise care and prioritise the improvements that  the CRL could have made.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  
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• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

I want to see pedestrianisation of town centres. De -prioritisation of cars.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

63



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3549  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Politicians always campaign on a promise of low rate increases.  But this clearly never happens.  

Each time we get a big rate increase there is an indication that in future they will be less, but this 

also never happens.  Families cannot sustain these huge  rate increases each year.  Wages do not go 

up at this percentage.   Of course not everything that councils want to do can be funded, but this is 

the same for all of us.  The council need to live in the economic reality and not in some dream world 

where ev eryone is rich.  
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3584  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Because west auckland is turning into a dump!!! We don’t even have footpaths!!!!!!!Damaged roads 

are left for years! We don’t see anything nice and new! Dilapidation everywhere!!!  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Rubbish!  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Do not support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

STOP increasing our RATES!!!! We are not made of money!! Give us some proper footpaths, fix our 

picnic benches. Do some bare minimum infrastructure repairs so we can live better. Buses keep 

failing us, trains keep failing us, footpaths left unrepaired. We’ ve paid for all this and got nothing. 

Now you want more money! Soon you will have to put money into mental health because you drive 

us mental trying to find money to pay our rates.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3601  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Ditch the current Waitakere wastewater scheme -let owners manage their systems  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Other  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Other  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Other  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city cen tre, both day and night, for 

residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them 

easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.
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# 3604  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  
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(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city 

centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed 

by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets 

and public spaces.,Other (please specify): Remove beggars

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

5 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

6 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3633  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme - I choose to 'A' END THE WAITAKERE RURAL SEWERAGE 

SCHEME  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3642  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I consider the CRL. is a white Elephant that has no value to the existing rail system.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

81



# 3642  

 

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

The rubbish costs are are of no value to me. It is another unwarrented expense.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

NA.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

The rate increases  are not justifiable for the services the council providws  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  
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Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,St reets and public spaces – 

improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time 

in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting 

more visitors to the city with w ell -designed streets and public spaces.

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3643  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme - 'A' END THE WAITAKERE RURAL SEWERAGE SCHEME  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3658  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme 'A' END THE WAITAKERE RURAL SEWERAGE SCHEME  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

88



# 3658  

 

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3700  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

90



# 3700  

 

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I support the end the Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme and the associated targeted rate on 30 

June 2027.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

I don’t know  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

I don’t know  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Road maintanence - west auckland gets poor quality repairs with teh two roads which I can use to 

access my home, with 15+ potholes that have been there for years with temporary repairs which 

keep failing.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed 

by making them easier to access by attracting more visit ors to the city with well -designed streets 

and public spaces.

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3706  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Spending to much can't afford your rates  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Being tax off my property  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges,Waitematā  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Tax to highl  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Do not support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Do not support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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No need for it  

Waitematā Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Needs new blood  

2. What do you think about the proposed changes to service levels, fees and charges?  

A. Reduce library hours at Central City, Little Leys, Grey Lynn and Parnell Libraries.  

Do not support  

B. Reduce maintenance for bollard and post -and -rail.  

Do not support  

C. Reduce community grant funding and accommodation grant funding.  

Do not support  

D. Increase fees for adult swim fees at council pools by up to $3.  

Do not support  

E. Reduce funding for environmental management activities.  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

No money for all this Do not support  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Scrap it  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  
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We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

None  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

5 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and 

visitors.
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3712 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

i dont want any change to our rural sewerage  it all works fine as it is  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

we are happy the way it is in cornwallis  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Other  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Other  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Other  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

leave it alone  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city 

centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3715 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme.  

Further to your letter referenced 1234138659 dated 27 Feb 2026, I support option b – retain the 

Waitakere rural sewage scheme and the associated targeted rate beyond 30 June 2027. I do not 

support option a to end the targeted rate  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .,Supporting businesses – help businesses 

succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed 

streets and public spaces.

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3753  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

We need to invest in Auckland  

We need to prioritise climate change.  

We need to continue to invest in public transport and alternate transport  

We need to invest in facilities for the disables/ less able  
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I agree except the council should inspect and clean serage systems  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey,Waitākere Ranges  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

the Henderson Baord should not stop scheduled bollard & post -and -rail maintenance, stop 

scheduled maintenance for bush areas (except high -value/ ecological areas), cease infill planting 

and mulching in amenity gardens, and reclassify revegetation areas to bush areas.  

The board plan shows no plans for new developments, for example new cycleways.  

Board must ensure existing maintenance ensures the upkeep of existing facilites.  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Support continuing development.  No mention  of any plans to further develop the Whau pathway/ 

cycleway.   

Board must ensure existing maintenance ensures the upkeep of existing facilites.  
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2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Board must ensure existing maintenance ensures the upkeep of existing facilites.  

Board must continue to invest in shared paths and cycleways  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

ontinue to invest in climate change, public transport and cycle ways.  In particular the Whau 

pathway/cycleway.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  
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• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

I do  not support further investmwnt in roads.  Council should prioritise investment in climate 

change, public transport and alternate transport such as bicycles.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture 

throughout the city centre.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, par ks and public spaces so 

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Other (please specify): Getting around 

excluding driving
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3759  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

I trust the Auckland Mayor and the " easy read"  pdf all made sense.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

no concerns  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Other  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Other  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Other  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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We're poor, I believe the community grants should be kept the same, not increased. The focus 

should be on infrastructure for a while.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

trains and busses are currently unreliable  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3766  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

☆ Need to support Transport system which really  

    needs to improve a lot,  

☆ Water system needs to be look at,  
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey,Manurewa  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

These areas needs to be developed compared to others,   

Manurewa Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Manurewa area needs to be developed compared to other areas developments  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Allocate up to $1.5 million of funding to support delivery of the Manurewa War Memorial Park 

multi -sports pavilion.  

Support  

B. Deliver a new multi -cultural initiative that responds to demands for increased ethnic 

engagement.  
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Support  

C. Develop a civics education initiative that helps people understand the role of local boards 

and how they can get involved.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Transport system and Road works all over the Auckland needs to be improved,  as we have seeing 

Transport system is getting worse and road works making harder for Aucklanders and specially 

effects to businesses a lot,  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Transport is very important that need a serious look at it,  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3806  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association  

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Other  

Tell us why  

Support and oppose with caveats, see attachment for full submission.  

 

We SUPPORT the proposals in this section, specifically:  

- Meet the council’s obligations in the Regional Pest Management Plan 2020 -2030 and increased 

funding and extension of the pest plan, animal and pathogen control and restoration activities  
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- Coordinate and implement the kauri dieback management programme to protect our kauri forests 

- SUPPORT.  

- Focus on education for responsible dog ownership, improving compliance, expanding animal 

shelter capacity, and controlling the dog population through increased desexing. - This also needs 

to include a budget for dog control on beaches and in parks to pro tect wildlife, including signage.  

- Improve community safety and reduce public nuisance through the use of safety and compliance 

wardens and community  partners.  

- Continue development of a Stadium Investment Plan to ensure a fit -for-purpose, financially 

sustainable network aligned with regional and community priorities including the delivery of a 

locally led plan for North Harbour Stadium. We SUPPORT this idea, pr oviding that it does not 

include the development of yet another stadium in Auckland. We have far too many as it is.  

- Invest $16 million into Māori outcomes including the ongoing Marae Infrastructure Programme, 

and grants to improve the capacity  of mana whenua and mataawaka to engage in Auckland Council 

decision -making processes.  

 

Parks and Community Asset portfolio delivery: It sounds like the potential for asset stripping, asset 

sales, privatisation by stealth and a lack of necessary investment in parks and community assets 

required to maintain them appropriately. We DO NOT SUPPOR T any of these realities. Parks and 

community assets are some of the most important and accessible services that Council provides to 

ratepayers. They must not be degrad ed by a lack of investment in them as assets.  

 

The TRRA does not agree with “asset recycling” which actually means asset sales. We think this 

practice should be stopped.  

 

 

We strongly SUPPORT the fairer funding model for Local Boards and the additional funding to be 

provided. We OPPOSE the proposal to reduce funding for local parks volunteers. We OPPOSE the 

proposed reduction in operational funding grants for environmental p rogrammes: reduced funding 

support for restoration, planting, pest management and wa ste minimisation. We OPPOSE the 

proposed reduced library opening hours. We OPPOSE the proposed reduced funding to local 

organisations that deliver local events. We OPPOSE the reductions to the contestable grants 

budget. We OPPOSE the proposed reduced opera tional funding grants: reduced funding support for 

local community, recreation, ethnic, seniors and youth groups. We OPPOSE the proposed reduced 

arts facilities and programmes: reduced operational grants to arts partners. We OPPOSE reduced 

maintenance - St op scheduled bollard & post -and -rail maintenance, stop scheduled maintenance 

for bush areas (except high -value/ ecological), change garden edging to chemical application, cease 

infill planting and mulching in amenity gardens and reclassify re -vegetation ar eas to bush areas. We 
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OPPOSE reduced discretionary funding for Grants, Community Wellbeing and Environment 

Management programmes and services. We OPPOSE reduced or discontinued grant funding (both 

youth and community grants programmes). We OPPOSE reducing the number of public r ubbish bins 

in public spaces such as town centres, parks and reserves. We OPPOSE delaying non -essential tree 

work. We OPPOSE reduced community grant funding. We OPPOSE reduced accommodation grant 

funding to community groups, to help meet the costs associat ed with their premises. These 

reductions really impact wellbeing, quality of life and investment in the future, at ground level, 

including among those who need it most, and could have long term detrimental impacts, de -funding 

of community groups, arts and environmental work is really undesirable and is a horrific trend: we 

need to invest in all of these to create a city that has quality of life and cares for natural resources. 

These are not optional and will result in deterioration of natural and physical a ssets that will cost 

more to bring back to an acceptable level in the future.  

 

See attachment for full submission.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

We support the proposals.  
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We strongly SUPPORT the fairer funding model for Local Boards and the additional funding to be 

provided. We OPPOSE the proposal to reduce funding for local parks volunteers. We OPPOSE the 

proposed reduction in operational funding grants for environmental p rogrammes: reduced funding 

support for restoration, planting, pest management and waste minimisation. We OPPOSE the 

proposed reduced library opening hours. We OPPOSE the proposed reduced funding to local 

organisations that deliver local events. We OPPOSE t he reductions to the contestable grants 

budget. We OPPOSE the proposed reduced operational funding grants: reduced funding support for 

local community, recreation, ethnic, seniors and youth groups. We OPPOSE the proposed reduced 

arts facilities and program mes: reduced operational grants to arts partners. We OPPOSE reduced 

maintenance - Stop scheduled bollard & post -and -rail maintenance, stop scheduled maintenance 

for bush areas (except high -value/ ecological), change garden edging to chemical application, c ease 

infill planting and mulching in amenity gardens and reclassify re -vegetation areas to bush areas. We 

OPPOSE reduced discretionary funding for Grants, Community Wellbeing and Environment 

Management programmes and services. We OPPOSE reduced or disconti nued grant funding (both 

youth and community grants programmes). We OPPOSE reducing the number of public rubbish bins 

in public spaces such as town centres, parks and reserves. We OPPOSE delaying non -essential tree 

work. We OPPOSE reduced community grant f unding. We OPPOSE reduced accommodation grant 

funding to community groups, to help meet the costs associated with their premises. These 

reductions really impact wellbeing, quality of life and investment in the future, at ground level, 

including among those  who need it most, and could have long term detrimental impacts, de -funding 

of community groups, arts and environmental work is really undesirable and is a horrific trend: we 

need to invest in all of these to create a city that has quality of life and care s for natural resources. 

These are not optional and will result in deterioration of natural and physical assets that will cost 

more to bring back to an acceptable level in the future.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Submission by Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association on Annual Plan 
2026-27 

 
25 March 2026 
 
 
From: Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Assoc 
Contact:  

 

 
 
 

1.​ Introduction 
1.1.​ Thank you for the opportunity to present Titirangi Residents & 

Ratepayers Association (TRRA)’s submissions on the Annual Plan 
2026-27. 

1.2.​ This submission is made by The Titirangi Residents and Ratepayers 
Association, a non-profit incorporated society formed in 1987 to promote 
and represent the interests of ratepayers and residents in the Titirangi 
area. The Association can be traced back to the 1920s when an 
unincorporated society is recorded as lobbying Council regarding roads.  

1.3.​ We wish to speak to our submission if that opportunity is provided. 

 

#3806
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2.​ Key Points 
2.1.​ Vision: 

We agree with and support the vision. 
 

2.2.​ Natural Environment: 
●​ We SUPPORT the proposals in this section - specifically:  

Meet the council’s obligations in the Regional Pest Management Plan 2020-2030 and 
increased funding and extension of the pest plan, animal and pathogen control and 
restoration activities  - SUPPORT.  

●​ However, this must include an increased budget for weed and pest control in 
Regional Parks, especially the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area.  

●​ The needs to be an urgent review of roadside weeds management practices by 
contractors in WRHA (spraying all the natives is not acceptable). 

●​ We also consider that Council should be socialising the need for using 1080 to 
control pests effectively in the Waitākere Ranges Regional Park. 

●​ Fund the development of Regional Heritage Fruit Tree Collection(s) in Regional 
Park(s). 

 
Coordinate and implement the kauri dieback management programme to protect our 
kauri forests - SUPPORT.  

●​ However there is an urgent need to include an annual budget for ongoing 
phosphite treatment on parks (Regional & Local) otherwise all currently infected 
trees will die - and this will mean the upgraded track infrastructure will go through 
dead and dying forest with huge H&S implications. A rolling annual programme of 
5 yearly repeats of phosphite treatment around all infected areas on a prioritised 
basis is required. 

●​ Plus increased financial support is needed for the Kauri Rescue Trust’s services 
for private landowners with kauri dieback. This is the only service in the region 
that helps landowners to keep their infected trees alive by treatment (rather than 
letting them die) and provides outreach and education about the disease and 
preventing its spread. There is a huge demand but services are severely limited 
by budget which has been cut by over 50% since 2022-23. 

●​ Fund iwi groups &/or local community groups to work with Kauri Rescue to 
support landowners with infected kauri to treat their trees in outer areas of the 
region (eg Awhitu, Kaipara). 

●​ Additional funding must be provided to Regional Parks, specifically to fund 
repairs to the damaged tracks as a result of the cyclone. There is up to $10M of 
unfunded work that needs to be done to enable tracks to reopen to the public. 
This cannot be funded from savings within Regional Parks or it will take decades 
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to complete. The public funded these track upgrades via the NETR targeted rate; 
they deserve to have them repaired and not remain shut indefinitely. 

 
Not mentioned but needs to include: 

●​ More budget for Compliance to investigate tree issues (and other things) 
especially re damage to scheduled Notable Trees, trees in Significant Ecological 
Areas, Coastal Zone, Riparian Margins & in parks. There is a disturbing 
prevalence for illegal damage and removal of protected vegetation followed by 
retrospective consent applications (which get approved). This is a dangerous 
precedent to be setting when enforcement action is actually what is required to 
deter this kind of behaviour. Compliance is woefully under-resourced and can 
only be reactive, not proactive, in responding to complaints. There is almost no 
monitoring of consent conditions to ensure they are being complied with. More 
budget needs to be provided so this can be done. 

●​ Budget for effective management of the Schedule of Notable Trees, including 
proactive adding of trees to the schedule and review of scheduling criteria to 
make it easier to protect more of Auckland’s mature trees. 

●​ Budget for labelling of scheduled Notable Trees. This is a cheap and effective 
way to provide passive protection for these special trees as well as educate the 
public about their importance. Many cities in the world label their most important 
trees and Auckland is long overdue to do this. 

 
2.3.​ Community: 
We SUPPORT the proposals in this section - specifically:  

 
Focus on education for responsible dog ownership, improving compliance, 
expanding animal shelter capacity, and controlling the dog population through 
increased desexing. - SUPPORT 
●​ This also needs to include a budget for dog control on beaches and in parks to 

protect wildlife, including signage. 
 
Improve community safety and reduce public nuisance through the use of safety and 
compliance wardens and community partners. - SUPPORT 
 
Deliver differently by transitioning of the Parks and Community Asset portfolio to a 
lesser dependence on assets and more innovative ways of delivering council services 

●​ What does this mean??? It sounds like the potential for asset stripping, asset 
sales, privatisation by stealth and a lack of necessary investment in parks and 
community assets required to maintain them appropriately. We DO NOT 
SUPPORT any of these realities. Parks and community assets are some of the 
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most important and accessible services that Council provides to ratepayers. They 
must not be degraded by a lack of investment in them as assets. 

 
2.4.​ Economic & cultural development: 
 
We SUPPORT the proposals in this section - specifically:  
 

Continue development of a Stadium Investment Plan to ensure a fit-for-purpose, 
financially sustainable network aligned with regional and community priorities including 
the delivery of a locally led plan for North Harbour Stadium.  

●​ We SUPPORT this idea, providing that it does not include the development of yet 
another stadium in Auckland. We have far too many as it is. 
 
2.5.​ Well managed local government: 

Progressing savings and efficiency actions, targeting an additional $106 million in 
savings by 2026/2027 across the council, along with the continued consolidation of the 
council group’s service functions and achieving asset recycling targets, which involves 
selling or leasing some of our lesser-used assets like land and buildings to help pay for 
new ones. 

●​ The TRRA does not agree with “asset recycling” which actually means asset 
sales. We think this practice should be stopped. 

 
Invest $16 million into Māori outcomes including the ongoing Marae Infrastructure 
Programme, and grants to improve the capacity of mana whenua and mataawaka to 
engage in Auckland Council decision-making processes - SUPPORT 
 

2.6.​ Local Boards: 
●​ We strongly SUPPORT the fairer funding model for Local Boards and the 

additional funding to be provided. 
●​ We OPPOSE the proposal to reduce funding for local parks volunteers. 
●​ We OPPOSE the proposed reduction in operational funding grants for 

environmental programmes: reduced funding support for restoration, planting, 
pest management and waste minimisation. 

●​ We OPPOSE the proposed reduced library opening hours. 
●​ We OPPOSE the proposed reduced funding to local organisations that deliver 

local events. 
●​ We OPPOSE the reductions to the contestable grants budget. 
●​ We OPPOSE the proposed reduced operational funding grants: reduced funding 

support for local community, recreation, ethnic, seniors and youth groups. 
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●​ We OPPOSE the proposed reduced arts facilities and programmes: reduced 
operational grants to arts partners 

●​ We OPPOSE reduced maintenance - Stop scheduled bollard & post-and-rail 
maintenance, stop scheduled maintenance for bush areas (except high-value/ 
ecological), change garden edging to chemical application, cease infill planting 
and mulching in amenity gardens and reclassify re-vegetation areas to bush 
areas. 

●​ We OPPOSE reduced discretionary funding for Grants, Community Wellbeing 
and Environment Management programmes and services. 

●​ We OPPOSE reduced or discontinued grant funding (both youth and community 
grants programmes). 

●​ We OPPOSE reducing the number of public rubbish bins in public spaces such 
as town centres, parks and reserves. 

●​ We OPPOSE delaying non-essential tree work. 
●​ We OPPOSE reduced community grant funding. 
●​ We OPPOSE reduced accommodation grant funding to community groups, to 

help meet the costs associated with their premises 
●​ These reductions really impact wellbeing, quality of life and investment in the 

future, at ground level, including among those who need it most, and could have 
long term detrimental impacts, de-funding of community groups, arts and 
environmental work is really undesirable and is a horrific trend: we need to invest 
in all of these to create a city that has quality of life and cares for natural 
resources. These are not optional and will result in deterioration of natural and 
physical assets that will cost more to bring back to an acceptable level in the 
future.   
 
2.7.​ Waitakere Ranges Local Board 

●​ We SUPPORT the proposals. 
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3815  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  Community Waitākere  

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Other  

Tell us why  

Our rohe spans diverse communities across the Waitākere Ranges, Henderson -Massey and Whau 

Local Board areas. While each area has distinct strengths, common themes emerge:  

•Rapid population growth in West Auckland, placing pressure on transport, infrastructure, and 

community services  

•Persistent inequities in access to public transport, safe walking and cycling infrastructure, and 

local services  
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•Strong community leadership in environmental restoration, including long -standing volunteer 

groups caring for streams, ngahere and coastal areas  

•High community demand for accessible, local spaces and programmes that support connection, 

wellbeing, and participation  

 

Key Priorities: Community wellbeing, active and public transport options, environmental 

restoration and climate action.  

 

See attachment for full submission.  

 

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  
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We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Community Waitākere Submission to Auckland Council Annual Plan 
2026/27 

Introduction 

Community Waitākere welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on 
Auckland Council’s 2026/27 Annual Plan. As a long-standing, place-based 
organisation in West Auckland, we work alongside communities to 
strengthen wellbeing, resilience, and connection to people and place. 

Our submission reflects what we consistently hear from communities 
across West Auckland: the need for investment that supports everyday 
wellbeing, enables people to move safely and affordably, and protects and 
restores the natural environment for future generations. 

Local Context: Waitākere Ranges, Henderson-Massey and Whau 

Our rohe spans diverse communities across the Waitākere Ranges, 
Henderson-Massey and Whau Local Board areas. While each area has 
distinct strengths, common themes emerge: 

• Rapid population growth in West Auckland, placing pressure on
transport, infrastructure, and community services

• Persistent inequities in access to public transport, safe walking and
cycling infrastructure, and local services

• Strong community leadership in environmental restoration, including
long-standing volunteer groups caring for streams, ngahere and
coastal areas

• High community demand for accessible, local spaces and
programmes that support connection, wellbeing, and participation

We also note the strategic importance of projects such as the Te Whau 
Pathway, which connects communities across local board areas and 
delivers multiple outcomes across transport, recreation, and 
environmental restoration. 

Key Priorities 

1. Community Wellbeing

Community wellbeing must remain central to Council decision-making. 
This includes sustained investment in: 

#3815
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• Community-led initiatives and local organisations that are trusted 
and embedded in their communities 

• Accessible, inclusive community facilities and hubs 

• Programmes that reduce isolation and strengthen social connection 

• Initiatives that support rangatahi, whānau, and older adults 

We encourage Council to prioritise long-term, relational approaches rather 
than short-term project funding. Strong communities are built through 
consistent investment and partnerships. 

2. Active and Public Transport Options 

Access to safe, reliable, and affordable transport is critical to participation 
in community life. West Auckland communities continue to experience 
gaps in transport infrastructure and services, particularly in outer suburbs 
and areas with limited frequent public transport. 

Local examples include: 

• Limited east–west public transport connections between suburbs 
such as Te Atatū, Henderson, and New Lynn 

• Infrequent services and poor reliability outside peak times 

• Safety concerns for pedestrians and cyclists, particularly around 
schools and busy corridors 

• Barriers to access for older adults, disabled people, and whānau 
without access to private vehicles 

We strongly support: 

• Sustained and increased investment in frequent, reliable public 
transport services across West Auckland 

• Delivery of safe, connected walking and cycling networks across the 
Waitākere Ranges, Henderson-Massey and Whau areas 

• Continued and prioritised funding for the Te Whau Pathway as a 
critical piece of regional infrastructure that will: 

o Provide a safe, off-road walking and cycling connection 
between Te Atatū, Henderson and New Lynn 
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o Improve access to schools, employment, and town centres 

o Enhance environmental outcomes along the Whau River 

o Deliver significant community wellbeing and recreation 
benefits 

• Improved first/last mile connections to public transport, including 
safe footpaths and cycling links 

Transport planning should be people-centred, enabling communities to 
move easily and safely while reducing emissions. 

3. Environmental Restoration and Climate Action 

Communities across West Auckland are deeply committed to protecting 
and restoring the natural environment. This is evident in the extensive 
network of community-led environmental groups working across the 
Waitākere Ranges, Henderson-Massey and Whau areas. 

Local examples include: 

• Stream and harbour restoration projects within the Te Whau 
catchment 

• Community-led pest control and ngahere restoration in the 
Waitākere Ranges 

• Coastal restoration and dune planting initiatives along the West 
Coast 

We support: 

• Increased investment in ecological restoration, including waterways, 
ngahere, and coastal environments 

• Ongoing support for community-led environmental initiatives and 
volunteer groups, including funding for coordination, tools, and 
training 

• Integration of environmental outcomes into major infrastructure 
projects, including the Te Whau Pathway 

• Climate adaptation planning that is locally informed and responsive 
to the specific risks facing West Auckland communities, including 
flooding and coastal erosion 
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• Stronger integration of climate action across all Council decision-
making 

Environmental work delivers multiple benefits — from biodiversity 
protection to improved mental wellbeing and community connection. It 
should be prioritised as essential infrastructure. 

Across all priorities, we urge Council to: 

• Partner meaningfully with community organisations as delivery 
partners, recognising their expertise and reach 

• Ensure equitable distribution of resources, with a focus on areas of 
greatest need 

• Take a long-term view that prioritises prevention, resilience, and 
sustainability 

Conclusion 

The 2026/27 Annual Plan is an opportunity to invest in what matters most 
to communities. By prioritising wellbeing, accessible transport, and 
environmental restoration, Auckland Council can support thriving, 
connected, and resilient communities across West Auckland. 

We welcome ongoing engagement and partnership in delivering these 
outcomes. 

Ngā mihi, 

Community Waitākere 
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3904  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

We are under the Sewerage scheme and would be happy to manage the process ourselves and have 

the fee removed from our rates.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3907  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Current climate  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

A 7.5% rates increase places an unnecessary burden on households already facing rising living costs. 

Many families are doing their best to keep up with essentials like food, insurance, and utilities —

adding a significant jump in rates risks pushing people b eyond what they can reasonably afford.  

 

While investment in infrastructure and services is important, increases of this size should be 

carefully balanced against the community’s ability to pay. There needs to be greater transparency 

around spending, priori tisation of essential projects, and exploration of cost -saving measures 

before passing such a large increase onto ratepayers.  

 

Sustainable growth should not come at the expense of financial stress for residents. A more 

measured, staged approach would be fairer, more responsible, and better aligned with the realities 

many households are facing right now.  

 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I would like to see more support for the funding of projects like the Te Whau pathway.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

It’s important for people to feel confident about their family and home and not experience the 

devastation caused by weather bombs and cyclones.  Our beaches should not be closed every time 

we have a downpour.  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

5 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and 

more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.
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# 3917 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

General direction is good but I see no commitment to proper standards (e.g. ISO55000 series) for 

looking after the assets you manage on our behalf. The majority of large infrastructure failures in 

NZ e.g. 3 waters, road, rail, ferries etc. are the direct r esult of a lack of asset management policies, 

strategies, funding and actions. AT have not published an Asset Management Plan since 2021. Will 

AC ever publish one for transport?  
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I despair when I read the stories of infrastructure failures under modern management. The people 

that built most of our backbone of assets, The Ministry of Works, used to maintain a 30 -year plan 

for them.  

 

I suggest someone with a brain visits the Scandinavian countries to learn how to do it properly.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Keep the Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme and associated targeted rate.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  
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C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  

149



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 3945  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Totally against a residential parking permit fee. It will kill the use of public transport. Most areas 

are not connected by bus services and bus frequency is minimal. How do you expect a CBD office 

goer to get to his or her workplace.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, 

workers and visitors.

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3947  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

End the current Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3951  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

7.9% increase in the middle of cost of living crisis and fuel crisis and insanity in the face of it. You 

really should be contemplating reduction of existing services to maintain or reduce rates.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

157



# 3951  

 

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I don't want to pay more for crappy services  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

Frankly there is nothing but vague statements that amount to nothing. The slips keep happening, 

the roads are full of potholes. The train station is an ugly disgrace. Ranui, Swanson, Henderson, and 

Lincoln road look like stabtown  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Do not support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Do not support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

I'm looking to have kids and all we have is a shitty school in Swanson and you want to build more 

parks when we already have trees to no end? It's a forest for fucks sake  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

You kill CCOs but mantain this Tūpuna Maunga Authority that does ********** all useful?  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Would be awesome if Council fixed the potholes at Kitewaho Road, and had our stormwater done 

properly instead of digging trenches between our houses and the street and calling it a day  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city cen tre, both day and night, for 

residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public 

spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3963  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Because its all about how to spend more of our money,  

Do you not think its high time you had a little respect for for the financiers of your lavish dreams.  

The money money we give you the more you'll waste.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

161



# 3963  

 

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Disgusted how about learning to budget???  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

If it increases operating costs then no support  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Other  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Other  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Other  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

I don't support any activities council involves its self in that are not core activities  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Stop treating Maori like retards let them grow they don't need to be forever held down by welfare.  

Learn to prioritise what council are intended for and keep your noses out of non core needs.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Rubbish collect, restricting on street parking where parking hinders the normal flow and/or creates 

a safety issue.  

stop allowing multi unit developments that don't account for adequate off street parking. Permit 

street parking on main thoroughfares to discourage people using our road as an extension to their 

property.   

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and 

visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and  public spaces.,Other (please 

specify): few people now days want to go to the city center

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3971  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

The three priorities make sense. The would like to see the scope broaden however I recognise that 

there needs to be priorities and these do seem the best for the current climate.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I query increasing parking permits as this seems like a double tax, first a tax that is used for 

maintaining the road, and a second tax for parking there. I would like to know why certain areas are 

having a fees increase over others.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges,Whau  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I would like to see more conservation efforts in the Ranges being funded to some degree. I think the 

Ranges are a rich taonga for the city.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

The four areas I support speak to either the people, the environment or the infrastructure which is 

great to see. I interested to see where the WR Local Parks Management Plan heads as this is an area 

close to my heart.  

Whau Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Design and build a new destination playground at Avondale Central Reserve.  

 

B. Promote community identity and diversity by funding a coordinator for Welcoming 

Communities, supporting the PAN African Hub, and refreshing the Whau Ethnic Peoples Plan.  

Support  

C. Engage and respond to youth needs, and co -design initiatives to address opportunities and 

gaps.  

Support  

D. Improve water quality and flood resilience of Whau streams and rivers through collaboration 

with volunteers, local schools, community hubs, organisations, and neighbouring local boards.  

Support  

E. Prioritise projects identified through the Whau Sport and Recreation Facilities Plan and 

leverage partnerships to provide a local facility network for the community.  

Support  

F. Develop a Local Parks Management Plan to guide decisions on managing use, development, 

and protection of all 146 parks, reserves and open space within the Whau.  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

It seems fiscally responsible which is important for future growth of the city. I think that the 

introduction of the CRl will revolutionise the city.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

I think a long term vision of Auckland is essential to making this the most livable city in 50 years 

time. Ensuring that we consider areas of high intensification near public transport routes, as well 

as providing the essential facilities like schools and hospitals to cater this growth. I think this needs 

to be coupled with a financial plan to have money to spend on these things when the costs come 

up.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve stre ets, parks and public spaces so the city centre 

is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by 

making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and 

public spaces .

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

6 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3972  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association  ( committee member) 160 

members  

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

We support most of the 26/27 annual plan. One area where it is totally lacking is public transport 

for Piha where we have been repeatedly asking for bus transport from Piha to Henderson  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

The Piha Rate Payers and Residents Association votes to keep the Waitakere Rural Sewerage 

Scheme.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

We need more emphasis on Local Transport and  Maintenance /safety on our roads and storm water 

systems.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

We are particularly interested in and supporting progress for an Omni Bus as per  item 4.  

 

Piha has been without any public Transport since the public bus to and from Auckland was 

discontinued 30 years ago. We have had many promises frpm Auckland Transport to put a bus 

service on to and from Piha to Henderson but so far this has not eventuated.  

Piha needs this service urgently.  

,  

 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Piha/ Auckland  needs the Auckland Council and WLRB to focus on  Transport andr safety  

improvement , Storm Water  maintenance and Flood Resilience as no 1 priorities and then as second 

priorities Economic development, Planning and infrastructure growth , and Regional parks and 

environment.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  
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(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

1. Get Auckland moving again on roads. We cannot move fwd economically stalled in traffic  

2 Maintenance existing facilities to work properly Particularly sewage and stormwater.  

3, Looking after Aucklands natural streams and coastal areas.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city with well -designed streets a nd public spaces.

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 3983  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

CRL running cost should be managed by the revenue from AT or the central govt needs to contribute 

a part of it through a green fund or return of GST on fares back to council. Residents have already 

contributed for the building of CRL previously through the  rates.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Increase to parking permit charges should be used to build, maintain, expand Park & Ride spaces 

near Transport hubs  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Don't support cycling paths are the existing roads are being narrowed down to create space for 

cycle paths. Any plans for such should be reducing berm sizes & have a painted strip to show a 

shared path. Not use existing road or parking spaces to inconvienc e residents.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  
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I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Other  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

cycling paths should not take up existing road or parking spaces  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Widen existing roads for adding lanes as housing intensification has taken place, hence it can be 

used as T2/Bus lanes & gives space for emergency vehicles. Cycling paths should not be on the 

existing roads, it needs to be planned by reducing berm sizes. P ark & Rides need to built, expanded 

near transport Hubs (especially Henderson, Glen Eden, Swanson)  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city cen tre, both day and night, for 

residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them 

easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4069  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

7.9% increase in rates is outrageous. Moving overseas as soon as possible.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Swmi rural - no footpath, no library within 20 minute drive, no bus stops, no sewage, no water. I pay 

5k+ a year for my rates. Cost blow outs are criminal. Open the books.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Council financially unrestrained.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Do not support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Do not support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Rates too expensive. Stick to core responsibilities.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve stre ets, parks and public spaces so the city centre 

is a great place to live and spend time in.,Other (please specify):

6 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4155  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Support the country  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Not easy - but support the professionals Niueans  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

1 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Free events - climate change  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time 

in.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting 

more visitors to the cit y with well -designed streets and public spaces.
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# 4164  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

1 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

6 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4168  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

because I believe in change and support Auckland Council as they are very very good in 

management and providing positive change plus listening to the residents.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I don't believe that rates should be change because some people may not be able to afford it.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Becasue every small step is very important and change is the first step.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

190



# 4168  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Walking and cycling path should be first priority for the safety of all residents.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

More jobs to be created for economical development.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

2 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

other priorities remain important, but this one should support the overall functioning and growth 

of the city.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city 

centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help 

businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with 

well -designed stree ts and public spaces.

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  Protect Piha Heritage  

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Other  

Tell us why  

We note the proposed 7.9% increase in residential rates to pay CRL costs (page 9 Consultation 

Document).  

Protect Piha Heritage is opposed to this increase being applied to areas which receive no public 

transport services. Before amalgamation, rural and coastal area without public transport, or even 

limited public transport, paid transport rates that reflected  that reality. That was under the 

Auckland Regional Council.  
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Auckland Council has several times considered providing public transport services to the outer 

areas of Auckland on the West Coast, but has never implemented them. Residents of Piha were 

consulted about this in 2016 and supported regular public transport s ervices. Council/Auckland 

Transport said it could afford such services if some existing bus services from the Manukau Harbour 

villages terminated at New Lynn Rail Station, instead of continuing into the CBD. Indeed, the 

Council/AT did carry out these chang es to existing services, but the savings gained were not applied 

to new services to coastal areas as promised.  

After another decade, Piha has still not been provided with public transport services.  

Indeed, Piha pays the same transport rates as people living in Grey Lynn or Kingsland. In other 

words, residents of Piha already subsidise the public transport services of urban dwellers and this 

proposal continues this inequity. Council provides no servic e to Piha or other West Coast villages 

that would enable them to reach the Western Rail line and benefit from the completion of the CRL.  

Because Piha receives no public transport, Protect Piha Heritage is opposed to the 7.9% rate 

increase being applied to Piha. Rates applying to transport development and services should be set 

so that they reflect the level of public transport service recei ved in an area.  

 

The same argument can be made about the $829 Mill Opex and $1,551 Mill Capex in the budget for 

water and wastewater. Residents of Piha rely on their own colle ction of water for water and 

wastewater and pay for their own septic systems. Therefore, it is iniquitous that they pay for water 

infrastructure from which they gain no benefit.  

 

See attachment for full submission.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

We note the proposed 7.9% increase in residential rates to pay CRL costs (page 9 Consultation 

Document).  

Protect Piha Heritage is opposed to this increase being applied to areas which receive no public 

transport services. Before amalgamation, rural and coastal area without public transport, or even 
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limited public transport, paid transport rates that reflected that reality. That was under the 

Auckland Regional Council.  

Auckland Council has several times considered providing public transport services to the outer 

areas of Auckland on the West Coast, but has never implemented them. Residents of Piha were 

consulted about this in 2016 and supported regular public transport s ervices. Council/Auckland 

Transport said it could afford such services if some existing bus services from the Manukau Harbour 

villages  terminated at New Lynn Rail Station, instead of continuing into the CBD. Indeed, the 

Council/AT did carry out these changes to existing services, but the savings gained were not applied 

to new services to coastal areas as promised.  

After another decade, Piha has still not been provided with public transport services.  

Indeed, Piha pays the same transport rates as people living in Grey Lynn or Kingsland. In other 

words, residents of Piha already subsidise the public transport services of urban dwellers and t his 

proposal continues this inequity. Council provides no service to Piha or other West Coast villages 

that would enable them to reach the Western Rail line and benefit from the completion of the CRL.  

Because Piha receives no public transport, Protect Piha Heritage is opposed to the 7.9% rate 

increase being applied to Piha. Rates applying to transport development and services should be set 

so that they reflect the level of public transport service recei ved in an area.  

 

The same argument can be made about th e $829 Mill Opex and $1,551 Mill Capex in the budget for 

water and wastewater. Residents of Piha rely on their own collection of water for water and 

wastewater and pay for their own septic systems. Therefore, it is iniquitous that they pay for water 

infras tructure from which they gain no benefit.  

 

See attachment for full submission.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  
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The information provided on the board is so scant it is impossible to make a submission on it. It is 

completely unacceptable that only very high -level financial information is given. There is no way 

we can know what has been continued, what has been added or what had been dropped.  

There is no way members of the public and community organisations can make submissions without 

knowing what projects are included in the budget.  

We are directed to go to Section 1.19 of the Supporting Information for further info rmation, but it is 

no better, and basically repeats what is contained in the Consultation Document.  

The list below has been put together from the Work Programme for 2025/2026 because no 

information is available for the 2026/2027. Thus, we cannot comment on any new projects which 

the Board is considering.  

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha seek that the Local Board and the Auckland Council 

continue to implement the following projects. The project numbers given are those in the 

2025/2026 Work Programme.  We would expect that the funding allocated to these projects 

increased from the previous year.  

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha support the following projects in the 2026/2027 year 

(numbers in brackets are from the work plan for 2025/2026 as the work plan for the next financial 

year is not available):  

• Hold a West Auckland Heritage Conference in the financial year 2026/2027 (4398)  

• Continue the Piha Weed Bin at the current level (1300)  

• Continue providing a summer dog control officer on the West  Coast beaches (3010)  

• Continue Our Backyard (518) and Buffer Zone project (1299)  

• Continue to support Pest Free Waitakere Ranges Alliance Coordinator (613)  

• Continue to fund mana whenua engagement (5247)  

• Continue to provide funding for rural libraries with additional support for Piha library (1046 

and 1049)  

• Continue operational grant to West Coast Gallery (435)  

• Continue grant to Barnett Hall from Community Halls Partnership Fund (455)  

• Continue WRLB Ecological Restoration Contract and Top -Up (988  and 5186)  

• Continue Piha Domain/Piha Wetland Risk assessment (4642). This seems to be repeated at 

56060, both with an amount of $40,000  

• Develop ex -campground area at Les Waygood for recreation (46524)  

Fund the following projects, not listed in the current years’ work programme:  
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• Review and update the Waitākere Ranges Strategic Weed Management Plan 2015  

• Continue to seek a Dark Sky Reserve in the Waitākere Ranges  

• Create a Filming Framework for the Waitākere Ranges to protect wildlife from potentially 

harmful filming activities, such as drones and vehicles on beaches  

• Create a MOU with Piha Wetland Trust to support community activities on the Piha Wetland. 

This has been stalled for several years.  

• Pursue a shuttle bus service to Piha.  

 

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

We note that the proposal includes an increase in the NETR of 3.5% (Page 43 Consultation 

Document). We object to the way the Council has over several years kept the overall rate down by 
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manipulating the NETR, usually by increasing the NETR at a much lower rate than the general rate 

(9.53%) or overall rate (7.9%).  

There is a huge unmet need throughout Auckland for funding for pest plant, aquatic pests, predator 

control, and grants to community environmental groups, as well as such things as dog control in 

conservation areas.  

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha propose that the NETR should increase at the same rate 

as the overall rate, or at least the general rate, to meet the need for  environmental protection and 

enhancement.  

 

Swimming Pool: It has long been known that the west of Auckland, especially the suburbs west of  

Waterview, are under -supplied with swimming pool facilities and that a new swimming tool, or even 

two, are needed in the west. These would be the nearest facil ities for people living at Piha. While 

the Council has recognised this need, it has not taken steps to initiate such a project. In fact, it now 

appears to be favouring a pool at Westgate ahead of Avondale/New Ly nn.  

 

We are seeking greater funding to repair damage to the Waitākere Ranges Regional Park.  

The Waitākere Ranges Regional Park suffered severe damage as a result of Cyclone Gabrielle and 

other weather events in 2023. We understand from regional park management that no extra money 

has been allocated to regional parks to address this. Instead, the management is expected to repair 

tracks and other infrastructure out of normal budgets. The amount needed to address damaged 

tracks is we understand, about $9 mill ion.  

 

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha seek  

• funding to install the infrastructure which would create a water source at the western 

boundary of the Taitomo Block for fighting wildfires;  

• sufficient additional funds to enable tracks closed because of weather events, to be repaired 

and reopened, and that priority be given to tracks that are part of the Hillary Trail;  

• the speedy removal of condemned buildings in Piha Mill Camp as well as the redundant fence 

that runs across the scheduled historic heritage site.  

 

Buy Out Properties: Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha would like to see pest plant control on 

properties bought out by Auckland Council after Cyclone Gabrielle.  

 

See attachment for full submission.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  
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We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Submission on Auckland Council Annual Plan 2026/2027 

Protect Piha Heritage, incorporating Pest free Piha 

 

 

1. Introduction

This submission is from Protect Piha Heritage and our project, Pest free Piha. 

2. Rate increases

We note the proposed 7.9% increase in residential rates to pay CRL costs (page 9 
Consultation Document). 

Protect Piha Heritage is opposed to this increase being applied to areas which receive 
no public transport services. Before amalgamation, rural and coastal area without 
public transport, or even limited public transport, paid transport rates that reflected that 
reality. That was under the Auckland Regional Council.  

Auckland Council has several times considered providing public transport services to 
the outer areas of Auckland on the West Coast, but has never implemented them. 
Residents of Piha were consulted about this in 2016 and supported regular public 
transport services. Council/Auckland Transport said it could afford such services if 
some existing bus services from the Manukau Harbour villages terminated at New Lynn 
Rail Station, instead of continuing into the CBD. Indeed, the Council/AT did carry out 
these changes to existing services, but the savings gained were not applied to new 
services to coastal areas as promised.  

After another decade, Piha has still not been provided with public transport services. 

Indeed, Piha pays the same transport rates as people living in Grey Lynn or Kingsland. In 
other words, residents of Piha already subsidise the public transport services of urban 
dwellers and this proposal continues this inequity. Council provides no service to Piha 
or other West Coast villages that would enable them to reach the Western Rail line and 
benefit from the completion of the CRL.  

Because Piha receives no public transport, Protect Piha Heritage is opposed to the 
7.9% rate increase being applied to Piha. Rates applying to transport development 
and services should be set so that they reflect the level of public transport service 
received in an area. 

3. Water

#4268
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The same argument can be made about the $829 Mill Opex and $1,551 Mill Capex in the 
budget for water and wastewater. Residents of Piha rely on their own collection of water 
for water and wastewater and pay for their own septic systems. Therefore, it is 
iniquitous that they pay for water infrastructure from which they gain no benefit. 

As Piha residents provide their own water supply, Piha should not be rated at the 
same level as reticulated areas of Auckland for water infrastructure. 

4. Policy For Setting Rates 

We would also like to note here the inequity of the Council policy for setting rates. This 
is, 80%, 15% for deprivation and 5% for land area. This policy has changed very little 
from when it was in 2010. 

Waitakere is in the unique position of having 17,000 ha in public parkland, the Waitākere 
Ranges Regional Park. It is also covered by the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area which 
legislates for the protection of the largest natural area in the region. The legislation 
results in costs for the Council, the Waitākere Ranges Local Board and private land 
owners. The scale of the natural area gives rise to specific costs, in maintenance, visitor 
management and pest control, but it also restricts the size of the residential population 
so that the rates’ burden falls on a small number of people. 

Land area is not a useful way to set rates. It takes no account of the need for 
management and control within that land area. It could be rural pasture which gives rise 
to a significantly lower cost of care, than indigenous rain forest.  

Protect Piha Heritage submits that in order to fulfil the requirements of the 
Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area Act, Council needs to set a rates policy that 
results in sufficient funds going into the Waitākere Ranges to meet the need for 
greater pest plant and pest animal control, greater support for voluntary 
environmental groups and other costs. 

5. Natural Environment Targeted Rate NETR 

We note that the proposal includes an increase in the NETR of 3.5% (Page 43 
Consultation Document). We object to the way the Council has over several years kept 
the overall rate down by manipulating the NETR, usually by increasing the NETR at a 
much lower rate than the general rate (9.53%) or overall rate (7.9%).  

There is a huge unmet need throughout Auckland for funding for pest plant, aquatic 
pests, predator control, and grants to community environmental groups, as well as such 
things as dog control in conservation areas. 

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha propose that the NETR should increase at 
the same rate as the overall rate, or at least the general rate, to meet the need for 
environmental protection and enhancement.  
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6. Swimming Pool 

It has long been known that the west of Auckland, especially the suburbs west of  
Waterview, are under-supplied with swimming pool facilities and that a new swimming 
tool, or even two, are needed in the west. These would be the nearest facilities for 
people living at Piha. While the Council has recognised this need, it has not taken steps 
to initiate such a project. In fact, it now appears to be favouring a pool at Westgate 
ahead of Avondale/New Lynn. 

Protect Piha Heritage is arguing for the proposed swimming pool at Avondale/New 
Lynn to be made a priority.  

7. The Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme and associated targeted rate (page 
45) 

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha support the continuation of the three-yearly 
pump-out scheme and associated targeted rate. We note that previous consultations 
on the subject, demonstrated that this scheme is well supported by affected residents. 
We detect a note of inevitability in the Council’s proposal to end the scheme and trust 
that the Council will listen to its constituents. 

Continuation of the pump-out scheme is the only way to ensure all septic systems in 
the area are regularly pumped out, thus protecting our waterways from pollution. 

We note that in the report, Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates 
2024/2025, 45% of systems were overdue for inspection, demonstrating that a 
ratepayer-led system of inspection will always under-perform. 

If the scheme is ended, it is inevitable that not all property owners will arrange for a 
pump out of their system, and even if they do, it is inevitable not all owners will supply 
Council with the proof they have done so. The result will be patchy coverage of the 
residential area and incomplete information obtained by Council. This will create faulty 
or under-performing systems leading to pollution of our waterways, with the attendant 
smell, degrading of waterways and wetlands, harm to wildlife, and prohibitions on 
swimming in lagoons. 

We do not accept that costs should increase significantly if the pump-out scheme 
continues. There should be economies of scale and with its buying power, the Council 
should be able to achieve these.  

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha support the continuation of the three-
yearly pump-out scheme and associated targeted rate. 

8. Regional Parks 

We are seeking greater funding to repair damage to the Waitākere Ranges Regional Park.  
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The Waitākere Ranges Regional Park suffered severe damage as a result of Cyclone 
Gabrielle and other weather events in 2023. We understand from regional park 
management that no extra money has been allocated to regional parks to address this. 
Instead, the management is expected to repair tracks and other infrastructure out of 
normal budgets. The amount needed to address damaged tracks is we understand, 
about $9 million. 

At Piha, many tracks are closed because of damage or kauri dieback. Key damaged 
tracks are Laird Thomson, Tasman Lookout, and Lion Rock Track. Because of these and 
other closures, the Hillary Trail - one the Council’s premier visitor attractions – is also 
closed. 

Also, the Taitomo Variation to the Regional Parks Management Plan called for the 
installation of water tanks on the part of the Taitomo block where fires have occurred in 
the past, however, the tanks were installed on Piha Road and so far, pipes to take the 
water supply to the fire-prone area lower down have not been installed.  

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha seek  

• funding to install the infrastructure which would create a water source at the 
western boundary of the Taitomo Block for fighting wildfires; 

• sufficient additional funds to enable tracks closed because of weather 
events, to be repaired and reopened, and that priority be given to tracks that 
are part of the Hillary Trail; 

• the speedy removal of condemned buildings in Piha Mill Camp as well as the 
redundant fence that runs across the scheduled historic heritage site. 

 

9. Buy Out Properties 

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha would like to see pest plant control on 
properties bought out by Auckland Council after Cyclone Gabrielle. These are becoming  
invaded by pest plants such as ginger, pampas, climbing dock and tobacco weed, all of 
which are in the Regional Pest Management Plan. These properties are becoming 
sources of invasion into private properties covered by SEAs and the Waitākere Ranges 
Regional Park.  

We understand the global fund provided by Council and Govt has had to cover a greater 
level of buy-out than planned, so that there are fewer funds for keeping bought out 
properties pest plant free. Therefore, more funds need to be allocated by the Governing 
Body. Some adjacent properties and roadsides have been cleared of pest plants by 
owners and the community, only to have them reinvaded by the Council’s weed-
infested buy-out properties. 

#4268

204



Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha seeks greater funding for control of pest 
plants on properties bought out by Council after Cyclone Gabrielle. 

 

10. Waitākere Ranges Local Board Annual Plan 

The information provided on the board is so scant it is impossible to make a submission 
on it. It is completely unacceptable that only very high-level financial information is 
given. There is no way we can know what has been continued, what has been added or 
what had been dropped. 

There is no way members of the public and community organisations can make 
submissions without knowing what projects are included in the budget.  

We are directed to go to Section 1.19 of the Supporting Information for further 
information, but it is no better, and basically repeats what is contained in the 
Consultation Document. 

The list below has been put together from the Work Programme for 2025/2026 because 
no information is available for the 2026/2027. Thus, we cannot comment on any new 
projects which the Board is considering. 

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha seek that the Local Board and the Auckland 
Council continue to implement the following projects. The project numbers given are 
those in the 2025/2026 Work Programme. We would expect that the funding allocated to 
these projects increased from the previous year. 

Protect Piha Heritage and Pest free Piha support the following projects in the 
2026/2027 year (numbers in brackets are from the work plan for 2025/2026 as the 
work plan for the next financial year is not available): 

• Hold a West Auckland Heritage Conference in the financial year 2026/2027 
(4398) 

• Continue the Piha Weed Bin at the current level (1300) 
• Continue providing a summer dog control officer on the West Coast beaches 

(3010) 
• Continue Our Backyard (518) and Buffer Zone project (1299) 
• Continue to support Pest Free Waitakere Ranges Alliance Coordinator (613) 
• Continue to fund mana whenua engagement (5247) 
• Continue to provide funding for rural libraries with additional support for 

Piha library (1046 and 1049) 
• Continue operational grant to West Coast Gallery (435) 
• Continue grant to Barnett Hall from Community Halls Partnership Fund (455) 
• Continue WRLB Ecological Restoration Contract and Top-Up (988 and 5186) 
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• Continue Piha Domain/Piha Wetland Risk assessment (4642). This seems to 
be repeated at 56060, both with an amount of $40,000 

• Develop ex-campground area at Les Waygood for recreation (46524) 

Fund the following projects, not listed in the current years’ work programme: 

• Review and update the Waitākere Ranges Strategic Weed Management Plan 
2015 

• Continue to seek a Dark Sky Reserve in the Waitākere Ranges 
• Create a Filming Framework for the Waitākere Ranges to protect wildlife 

from potentially harmful filming activities, such as drones and vehicles on 
beaches 

• Create a MOU with Piha Wetland Trust to support community activities on 
the Piha Wetland. This has been stalled for several years. 

• Pursue a shuttle bus service to Piha. 
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Cost of living increases are hard, but important that CRL gets the funding it needs  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I live in waitakere and this is the first I've heard about the sewerage scheme - more fees are slightly 

worrying to an already streched household  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Great initiatives that improve our local community  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succ eed by making them easier 

to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4349  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Council is inept. My rates increases are money just wasted on bureaucracy, overpaid council staff, 

consultants and out of control health and safety waste as well as wasted unnecessary projects.   

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Rubbish should already be covered in current charges  

Business improvement should be done by business owners.  

Sewerage scheme should never have been left to rot over many years of mismanagement. Make the 

overpaid council staff pay.  

AT is just a revenue gathering corrupt org. Its just another tax on law abiding citizens.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

There should always be investment in communities and community space. Stop the waste and do 

it sensibly though.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  
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D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

STOP THE WASTE!  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Better planning and growth management. We cant build houses with no infrastructure. Most housing 

developments are low quality and just creating a new 'Leaky Building' nightmare. Stop building on 

flood planes and stop building on valuable arable land. If Au ckland is full - then Auckland is full.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and 

visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is 

a great place to live and spend time in.

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4410  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

Only CPI increase maybe  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Every 3 years is not needed as only small household so i would like to organise my own septic tank 

empty when it needs it. I am not near waterways and my section is large so not affecting anyone 

else  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

I dont have info  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Transport is a priority  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

transport eg roads safe and access to public transport for all  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4413  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

I am so busy just trying to keep up with all the cost increases, while my salary has not gone up by 

the same percentage,  I just haven't got the time to even think about the Annual Plan.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I am commenting on the Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme and as per Option A. I would like to end 

it from July 01, 2027 and let the property owner source privately the contractor for this service, to 

ultimately save the rate payer all the additional Council and staff costs of running this service, both 

with the ratepayer and the Council contractors.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

Haven't had time to even look - just on here to provide my feedback for Waitakere Rural Sewerage 

Scheme.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

I don’t know  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

I don’t know  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

No but thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4414  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Funding the rail system is a priority and needs completion  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I live in Piha and disagree with the continued Waitakere Rural Sewage Scheme  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Mā ori identity and culture – 

reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.,Safety – a safer and 

more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.
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# 4417  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I think there need to be a big focus on public transportation and environmental protections.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I do not support the 7.9% rate increase. I think with the current cost of living being so high it would 

put a big strain on most households.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I agree with the reduced mowing and non urgent tree maintenance. I do not agree with the reduction 

of community grants  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

I think there need to be more of a focus on youth community engagement.  

In order for people to feel safe walking and cycling through parks etc there needs to be more support 

for vulnerable people in the community and better security.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Reducing illegal dumping and cleaning up public areas. More investment in groups like project twin 

streams that help clean and maintain our local areas.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Mā ori identity and culture – 

reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.,Safety – a safer and 

more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4512  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

I think local and bioregional resilience are really important in these tumultous times. I support 

investment in public transport, reducing our reliance on petrol/oil&gas based transport. I support 

investment into public infrastructure and essential service s - we can all learn to care for, appreciate 

and maintain public goods and services. I also think that here in Titirangi, our Waitakere Board really 

cares about the ecology and community here so I'm happy to see that more local board support will 

be given.  Water and Electricity management will also be key for bioregional resilience.  
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Other areas I feel are important are: Protecting our marine reserves, banning pollutants into our 

waterways and soil, improving our bioregional food resilience by cultivating more food growing 

spaces or tree planting spaces around Auckland.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Thats ok with me  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Seems reasonable, but also quite generic.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  
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D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Can Auckland Council support better building practices, more environmentally resilient ideas for 

neighbourhoods i.e. fast -track better building ideas like renovations into porous paved driveways, 

or planting trees on berms, rainwater tanks, etc etc - by sp eeding up resource or building consents 

on such constructive ideas?  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and 

culture – reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

5 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4522  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  

237



# 4522  

 

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

denser development and housing in central auckland region, stop sprawl and dense development 

in the outer suburbs. Public transport upgrade and improvement.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

no rates rise  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

dont agree  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  
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(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers 

and visitors.,Supporting businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by 

attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

Rank  Area  

1 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I do not support the proposed 7.9% rates increase. The scale of this rise is too high, particularly 

given the ongoing cost -of-living pressures facing many households across Auckland.  

 

While I recognise the importance of investing in essential infrastructure such as transport and water, 

and the need to support growing communities, these priorities must be balanced against what 
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residents can reasonably afford. A near 8% increase places an additional financial strain on 

ratepayers who are already managing rising costs in other areas of daily life.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  
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D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Other  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

3 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, 

parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4578  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

ALL are related to our needs  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Well in line with our needs  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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All are required to support my community moving forward  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Affordable parking spaces in the Waitakere area, some parking spaces are very costly  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4589  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey,Waitākere Ranges,Whau  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  
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Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

4: Generally impressed with local parks management, frequent user of those near me and see the 

staff, contractors, doing great work.  

 

5: Walking and Cycling: Support this but have seen nothing from this local board, other than an 

inadequate pop -up bike lane on Capt. Scott Rd they then removed, since the formation of Auckland 

Council. The Kelston, Glen Eden, Titirangi areas need connectio n to existing paths that approach 

the area.  

Whau Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Design and build a new destination playground at Avondale Central Reserve.  

 

B. Promote community identity and diversity by funding a coordinator for Welcoming 

Communities, supporting the PAN African Hub, and refreshing the Whau Ethnic Peoples Plan.  

Support  

C. Engage and respond to youth needs, and co -design initiatives to address opportunities and 

gaps.  

Support  

D. Improve water quality and flood resilience of Whau streams and rivers through collaboration 

with volunteers, local schools, community hubs, organisations, and neighbouring local boards.  
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Support  

E. Prioritise projects identified through the Whau Sport and Recreation Facilities Plan and 

leverage partnerships to provide a local facility network for the community.  

Support  

F. Develop a Local Parks Management Plan to guide decisions on managing use, development, 

and protection of all 146 parks, reserves and open space within the Whau.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Finish Te Whau Pathway  

 

• Connecting harbours, connecting communities — from the Waitematā to the Manukau.  

• Let’s keep building on what’s already been completed. It was crazy to stop and inflict second hit 

of project establishment costs on the project  

• A pathway worth finishing.  

• Supports mental and physical wellbeing through access to nature.  

• Helps restore the mana of the Whau River.  

• Celebrates the historic portage routes used by Māori across Tāmaki Makaurau.  

• Improves access to parks and reserves.  

• Makes it easier to walk, cycle, and get where we need to go.  

• Accessible and inclusive for wheelchair users.  

• Will become a destination for locals and visitors.  

Provides access for swimming, kayaking, and canoeing.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Finish Te Whau Pathway  
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• Connecting harbours, connecting communities — from the Waitematā to the Manukau.  

• Let’s keep building on what’s already been completed. It was crazy to stop and inflict second hit 

of project establishment costs on the project  

• A pathway worth finishing.  

• Supports mental and physical wellbeing through access to nature.  

• Helps restore the mana of the Whau River.  

• Celebrates the historic portage routes used by Māori across Tāmaki Makaurau.  

• Improves access to parks and reserves.  

• Makes it easier to wa lk, cycle, and get where we need to go.  

• Accessible and inclusive for wheelchair users.  

• Will become a destination for locals and visitors.  

Provides access for swimming, kayaking, and canoeing.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

2 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Finish Te Whau Pathway  

 

• Connecting harbours, connecting communities — from the Waitematā to the Manukau.  

• Let’s keep building on what’s already been completed. It was crazy to stop and inflict second hit 

of project establishment costs on the project  

• A pathway worth finishing.  

• Supports mental and physical wellbeing through access to nature.  

• Helps restore the mana of the Whau River.  

• Celebrates the historic portage routes used by Māori across Tāmaki Makaurau.  

• Improves access to parks and reserves.  

• Makes it easier to walk, cycle, and get where we need to go.  

• Accessible and inclusive for wheelchair users.  

• Will become a destination for locals and visitors.  

Provides access for swimming, kayaking, and canoeing.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks 

and public spaces so the city centre is a great place  to live and spend time in.
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# 4612  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

The rate rise to too much.  I live in West Auckland and the City Rail Link does not include West 

Auckland. Also the food collection scheme should be scrapped, we are paying extra for it and then 

we have to buy bags to put the rubbish which the council can then on sell.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

1 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

5 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

The street causeways.  A lot are broken and a hazard to children, the elderly, mothers with prams, 

and  wheel chair users.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .,Supporting businesses – help businesses 

succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed 

streets and public spaces.

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4635  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

VERY disappointed that once CRL is operational the WESTERN line will no longer stop at Grafton 

or Newmarket.  Proposed to make public transport quicker, it seems that if we in the West will now 

have to change trains to get to either Grafton (hospital appoi ntments) or Newmarket (studying and 

shopping) it will be no quicker than it currently is.  Also, GLEN EDEN is not mentioned regarding the 

already very congested rail level -crossing at a very busy intersection of road.  Traffic there will be 

held up even lo nger than it is now.   
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

We have many streams in our area, along which the Community has planted many native trees and 

other plants. There are also lots of community weeding bees and stream cleanups done during the 

year.  It is very frustrating and disappointing to see the Council  workers hacking at many of these 

plants because they do not know how to correctly prune plants.  Especially flax plants.  These need 

to be cut back correctly in order for them to  keep growing. But often all the leaves too close to 

edges are just hacked b ack which also looks ugly.  A lot of money and time has been spent on these 

native plantings - the people " maintaining"  them on behalf of the Council should have PROPER 

TRAINING on how each plant should be pruned!!  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  
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C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Other  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Waitakere Ranges - the balance between protecting Kauri trees, and allowing people access to the 

ranges needs to be considered.  Whilst it is lovely to be able to walk some re -opened tracks, the 

amount of boardwalk and " dumbing"  down of tracks is a bit sad.  We need some old tracks to be 

reopened with less man -made infrastructure, to be able to enjoy the bush and nature, naturally! 

And more choice of tracks to walk would be really good to.  It's very limited right now.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

WEEDS !!!  It seems that local people are the only ones who try to rid the city of its noxious weeds.  

Ie. Moth Plant, Tabacco weed, Purple morning glory (convolvulus) etc.  The council should be more 

pro-active and focussed on these weeds, because the lon ger they are left, the more of a problem 

they become.  Business and property owners should also be required to take responsibility for 

keeping their properties weed free.  The community should not have to clean up after them.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate 

Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre .,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city 

centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

5 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4640  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme: retain the scheme and associated targeted rate. Sewage 

schemes should stay public, not private.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

2 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Growing creative industries and nightlife, otherwise rangatahi and younger adults have nothing to 

do here.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

As someone with a septic system on the property, I'd rather organise my own pump out and 

inspections than pay this through our rates every year. Not being able to choose our own date/time, 

or company for the pump out is frustrating, we can't be proactive a bout getting things done, we 

have to wait until someone reaches out to us.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I endorse the removal of the rural sewerage targeted rate, we would rather be proactive in 

maintaining our own property and keeping the council informed - so much more efficient than this 

current set -up.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

FLOOD RESILIENCE! The anniversary weekend floods left so many residents with PTSD, whether 

homeowners OR residents of Auckland. There is fear and anxiety that comes with every period of 

heavy rain that could be likened to the earthquakes in Christchurch tr iggering fear even 15 years on.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate 

Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre .,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city 

centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4652  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

We need better, faster more reliable public transport in Auckland.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Te whau pathway development - finish it ! Cycle ways are great keep building them and maintaining 

them.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Yes, please finish the Te Whau walkway connecting the two harbours! Connecting harbours, 

connecting communities — from the Waitematā to the Manukau.  

Let’s keep building on what’s already been completed.  

A pathway worth finishing.  

Supports mental and physical wellbeing through access to nature.  

Helps restore the mana of the Whau River.  

Celebrates the historic portage routes used by Māori across Tāmaki Makaurau.  

Improves access to parks and reserves.  

Makes it easier to walk, cycle, and get where we need to go . 

Accessible and inclusive for wheelchair users.  

Will become a destination for locals and visitors.  

Provides access for swimming, kayaking, and canoeing.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Transport in terms of cycling in safe dedicated cycle paths. Safe pubic transport. A safe city. Good 

fast public transportation.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

5 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4657  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

The CRL will be a fabulous asset to the life of the city and will benefit all of us whether we currently 

realise it or not.  I am really impressed by the care put into providing superb quality in the creation 

of the CRL - the art, design, and plantings wil l make it a world class system - thank you! So I support 

the need to pay for this through increased rates. The over all plan seems to balance efficient 

spensding while not neglecting the needs of local areas, the arts, the environment, sports and 

library f acilities.  Great work!  
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

It sounds like getting residents to arrange their own septic tank emptying may work best. However 

- if the point is to stop the pollution/contamination of local waterways, it is vital that both the 

waterways and individual septic systems are regularly moni tored.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges,Whau  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

All efforts to improve facilities that promote community especially for the young and the elderly 

are important.  Cycling is important as well as access and nurturing of the natural environment. So 

tree planting is important.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  
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D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Walking and cycling connections are important.  I use the cycle path from New Lynn to the city, the 

harbour or out to the south regularly and love it.  We need more connections like this please - it's 

safe, beautiful, good for our communal well being.  The  walks in the Waitakere Ranges are also vital 

for the health of Auckland - truly a taonga that needs protecting.  I teach and my students are very 

much supportive of the Trees for Survival programme and anything to do with allowing nature to 

flourish.  Lon g term - that is our future.  I also support anything to do with the arts and youth.  

Whau Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

I am looking forward to the developments in Avondale - Te Hono for example.  I am glad you are 

supporting the cultural identity of the area too, and the waterways.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Design and build a new destination playground at Avondale Central Reserve.  

 

B. Promote community identity and diversity by funding a coordinator for Welcoming 

Communities, supporting the PAN African Hub, and refreshing the Whau Ethnic Peoples Plan.  

Support  

C. Engage and respond to youth needs, and co -design initiatives to address opportunities and 

gaps.  

Support  

D. Improve water quality and flood resilience of Whau streams and rivers through collaboration 

with volunteers, local schools, community hubs, organisations, and neighbouring local boards.  

Support  
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E. Prioritise projects identified through the Whau Sport and Recreation Facilities Plan and 

leverage partnerships to provide a local facility network for the community.  

Support  

F. Develop a Local Parks Management Plan to guide decisions on managing use, development, 

and protection of all 146 parks, reserves and open space within the Whau.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

I am looking forward to the developments in Avondale - Te Hono for example will transform the 

centre of Avondale.  I am glad you are supporting the cultural identity and diversity of the area too.  

It's a fabulous community already and should get only bett er.  I see it as a future lively alternative 

cultural hub for Auckland.  

 

The waterways are important and need protecting/restoring.   

 

The Whau Path from Te Atatū to Avondale when completed will be awesome - please keep the 

momentum up with this!  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

As I have said, the cycleway from New Lynn that then connects south and to the city is awesome!  

It provides so much pleasure and has seriously become my first transport choice if I am going to the 

city.  The CRL completion will mean that train becomes my other choice - very exciting.     

 

I am thrilled that the first section of the Whau Pathway has opened up and I am looking forward to 

seeing it.  I would urge you to continue with the rest of the project (I gather that funding is not 

guaranteed after the m iddle of this year).  Once complete, that will be an amazing journey for locals 

to take.  I could bike to visit friends in Te Atatū easily from my Titirangi home. It would open up new 

opportunities for people living or working in Avondale, New Lynn, and th e wider Te Atatū south area 

to cycle or walk, access the harbour to kayak etc.  It is something I would have loved to have had as 

a youngster - safe, outdoor adventures in the local area.  I can see myself doing weekend circuits 

around the west, then back into the city or heading south on that cycleway and with ever -changing 

scenery.  Awesome!  
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It also goes some way to restoring the dignity, the mana of the river as tree replanting happens and 

as people connect back to the waterways.  I would suggest that people are less likely to pollute and 

dump into the waterway because it is now visible and i t is now obviously an area of beauty.  As a 

teacher, I see many benefits to local schools - great educational opportunities in learning about 

environmental sustainability, our Māori and early European history as well a technology and 

science.  It would be interesting for example for students to see Te Kōwhai Nui in action as I believe 

it has been specifically built for this job.  From a practical view point - keep using this while it's still 

new to get the job done!  Of course the Whau was a transport link for early Māori between the 

harbours so is hugely important historically.  I can't wait to discover it fully - whoever came up with 

the idea for the path was a genius!  Now we just need safe cycle paths so I can cycle from 

Titirangi/Green Bay to Newmarket/ Remuera where I work!  I will have to put up with the road 

meanwhile!  But please do finish the Whau Pathway!  Thanks!  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

281



# 4657  

 

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

safe cycle ways, tree planting, clean waterways, environmentally sustainable transport and 

development, the arts - because these things bring joy and sustain life.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and 

celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 4669  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

There have been many rate increases.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges,Waitematā,Whau  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Did the new whau walk - LOVE IT.  Please extend it as it foster connection and physical activity.  

Waitematā Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed changes to service levels, fees and charges?  

A. Reduce library hours at Central City, Little Leys, Grey Lynn and Parnell Libraries.  

Do not support  

B. Reduce maintenance for bollard and post -and -rail.  

Do not support  

C. Reduce community grant funding and accommodation grant funding.  

Do not support  

D. Increase fees for adult swim fees at council pools by up to $3.  

Do not support  

E. Reduce funding for environmental management activities.  

Do not support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Whau Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  
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A. Design and build a new destination playground at Avondale Central Reserve.  

Do not support  

B. Promote community identity and diversity by funding a coordinator for Welcoming 

Communities, supporting the PAN African Hub, and refreshing the Whau Ethnic Peoples Plan.  

Support  

C. Engage and respond to youth needs, and co -design initiatives to address opportunities and 

gaps.  

Support  

D. Improve water quality and flood resilience of Whau streams and rivers through collaboration 

with volunteers, local schools, community hubs, organisations, and neighbouring local boards.  

Support  

E. Prioritise projects identified through the Whau Sport and Recreation Facilities Plan and 

leverage partnerships to provide a local facility network for the community.  

Support  

F. Develop a Local Parks Management Plan to guide decisions on managing use, development, 

and protection of all 146 parks, reserves and open space within the Whau.  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Did the new whau walk - LOVE IT.  Please extend it as it foster connection and physical activity.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  
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• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and 

visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is 

a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting busines ses – help businesses succeed by making 

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed streets and public 

spaces.
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 4677  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I am a regular train user, and I am concerned that Aucklanders are being asked to pay a 7.9% average 

residential rates increase largely because of CRL, while some of us will (west AKL) end up with a 

less practical public transport journey.  

 

My concern is simple: if trains coming from the west are routed straight into the city centre and no 

longer provide the same through -connection via Grafton, then people travelling to the university or 
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Auckland Hospital will need two trains, or a train plus a bus. For many commuters, students, staff, 

and patients, that is most certainly not an improvement. It is more inconvenience, more complexity, 

and more delay. If Aucklanders are being asked to pay mo re, they should be getting a service that 

is easier and more useful in everyday life, not one that creates a bigger headache for some. With the 

rising price in fuel, this is also becoming increasingly complex and a worry for many households.  

 

Before increasing costs for households, council should demonstrate stronger internal efficiencies 

and be very transparent about what assets may be sold and why.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I do not support the proposed $40 fee for swaps between refuse bins and bag packs. This is not 

empowering households. It adds yet another cost at a time when many people are already stretched 

by rising living costs. Changes like this may look minor in isol ation, but they add to a broader pattern 

of rising charges that people are expected to absorb.  

 

I do not support additional fee increases such as higher residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas unless council clearly explains who is affected, by how much, and why these increases are 

necessary. I cannot find the supporting documentation.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  
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None of the specific options for my local board area seem particularly applicable to me. My main 

request is that council leaves the palm trees alone in Laingholm and avoids unnecessary changes 

that detract from the local character of the area.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

I don’t know  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

I don’t know  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Honestly, none of these things affect me directly.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

My main comment is this: stop increasing rates! Council says these plans are about improving 

wellbeing and delivering for the community, but many people are struggling to afford basic living 

costs. When households are worried about rent, food, petrol, powe r, and other essentials, promises 

of better amenities do not feel meaningful. For many people, the reality is survival, not enjoyment 

of upgraded facilities.  

 

The council needs to recognise that cost -of-living pressure is already severe. People are cutting  

back wherever they can, and some are reaching breaking point. I am deeply concerned that 

continued increases in rates and fees will only make this worse. When people cannot afford the 
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basics, extra council costs are not a minor inconvenience, they add to real hardship. Financial 

hardship is affecting people’s ability to care for their pets, with 70,000 surrendered or abandoned 

because families can no longer afford them. Surely this is a  warning sign!  

 

Please stop framing every increase as being “for the community” if the result is that many residents 

feel less able to live in that community with dignity. Essential services matter, but council must do 

more to prioritise affordability, reduce internal cos ts, and stop passing the burden onto households.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Prioritise essential services  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .,Supporting businesses – help businesses 

succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with well -designed 

streets and public spaces.

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4684  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I support additional funding for implementing the Regional Pest Management Plan.  

1 support additional funding for enforcement and compliance activities to enable proactive 

monitoring of consent conditions and a more consistent response to illegal removals of protected 

vegetation.  

I support additional funding for labelling of scheduled Notable trees.  
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I support funding for the Urban Ngahere Strategy, including monitoring of canopy cover and planting 

more trees on public land.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I support continued investment in environmental restoration programmes focussing on the 

Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area and waterways.  

I support tree planting and shelter to provide shade and amenity in parks, as well as berm planting 

in streets with low tree cover.  

I support continued support to arts, culture and events programmes.  

I support continued investment in local climate action to increase resilience and decrease 

emissions.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  
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B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the 

city centre.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city  centre, both day and night, for residents, 

workers and visitors.,Other (please specify): Environment - retain and prioritise street trees and 

small green spaces

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

4 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4687  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Worried about the protection being removed from the Heritage Area  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Keep the Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme as it is  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

I don’t know  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

I don’t know  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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# 4698  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Support keeping the current Waitākere rural sewerage scheme to ensure people don’t not do it  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

I don’t know  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

4 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Maintenance to prevent unnecessary blockages worsening flooding  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city with well -designed streets and p ublic spaces.
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# 4705  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

With the cost of fuel public transport should be prioritised to help ease personal finances, 

congestion & pollution. With climate change, managing water resources in wet and dry years will 

become trickier. It is an essential service & provides an important  way to check diseases and drug 

use. Local boards need support to respond to the differing needs if their constituents.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Wairakere had a bin bag fee for years. It encouraged people to create less rubbish.  

I'd like to retain the present council Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme to ensure compliance. If left 

up to individuals there's no guarantee this would be done.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  
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Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

People are the ratepayers and deserve support, especially those with special needs. It is an 

environmental area so looking after this is important for Suckland. More cycle and walkways 

encourage exercise and let people get close to nature.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Consulting local iwi is important. Providing good public transport, cycle and walkways is important 

to address image change and expensive fuel. We need a vibrant community that makes Auckland a 

great liveable city  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Floods due to climate change and transport due to congestion and high fuel costs and reduce 

pollution.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Mā ori identity and culture – 

reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4709  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Transport and housing are the most important areas (including mitigating and reducing emissions 

and the effects of climate change induced weather) council need to focus on.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Fully support this: mobility scooter, walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks.  

We need a shared path alongside the railway at the bottom of Waikumete Cemetery between 

Rangeview Road and Waikumete Road.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Need to reopen the Waitakere Ranges with the tracks left as -is.  

 

Far less focus on any car infrastructure. We need bus, rail, cycling/escooter walking protected 

routes from Glen Eden out to all other suburbs.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Fully fund Te Whau Pathway.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Create walking/cycling/escooter connections from Glen Eden to all other suburbs that are protected 

from cars.  

Fund Te Whau Pathway.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city with well -designed streets and p ublic spaces.

5 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4721
Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details:

Organisation:  Waitakere Ranges Protection Society 

Local Board : I don't know  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP).

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities. 

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in: 

• Transport

• Water

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property. 

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?

N/A  

Tell us why

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee

Waitākere Ranges
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

315



# 4721  

 

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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PO Box 15668, New Lynn, Auckland 0642 

wrps@waitakereranges.org.nz 

www.waitakereranges.org.nz 

 

29 March 2026  

Waitakere Ranges Protection Society (WRPS) Submission on Auckland Council’s Annual Plan  
 2026/2027 

We support continued and targeted investment in the natural environment, particularly within the Waitākere 

Ranges Heritage Area (WRHA). The Ranges are a regionally and nationally significant ecological and water 

catchment area, and investment here delivers biodiversity, water quality, and climate resilience outcomes for all 

Aucklanders. 

We support the following: 

1. Environmental restoration programmes (Waitākere Ranges and waterways) 
 We support continued investment in restoration programmes, particularly catchment-based and riparian work. 

These programmes improve biodiversity and freshwater quality, and reduce erosion and sedimentation. They 

represent cost-effective infrastructure investment that helps avoid future stormwater and environmental costs. 

2. Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area Forum 
 We support the Forum work programme, particularly community engagement. 

The Forum plays a key role in connecting communities, mana whenua and Council, and supports delivery under the 

Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 (WRHA Act). This aligns with the Annual Plan’s focus on enabling local, 

place-based outcomes. 

3. State of the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area report 
 We support funding for the State of the WRHA report. 
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Regular, well-resourced reporting is critical to track environmental trends, inform decision making, and ensure 

accountability under the WRHA Act. 

4. Regional Pest Management Plan implementation 
We support increased funding to implement the Regional Pest Management Plan. 

Pest plants and animals remain a primary threat to biodiversity in the Ranges. Sustained investment is required to 

protect restoration gains and support community led pest control.  

5. Compliance, monitoring, and enforcement 
 We support increased funding for compliance and enforcement. 

There is a need for proactive monitoring of consent conditions and a consistent response to breaches, including 

illegal removal of protected vegetation. Effective enforcement is essential to give effect to the Auckland Unitary 

Plan and the WRHA Act, and to protect existing Council investment. 

6. Kauri dieback management (phosphite treatment programme) 
We support additional funding for an annual rolling programme of phosphite treatment. 

Kauri dieback remains a critical threat in the Waitākere Ranges. Sustained treatment is necessary to protect 

remaining kauri and complement existing management measures. 

Conclusion 

We support prioritising investment in the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area as a regionally and nationally significant 

environment that underpins biodiversity, water quality, and resilience outcomes for Auckland. 

 

 

Waitakere Ranges Protection Society 

 

 

#4721
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# 4722  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Su pporting businesses – help 

businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors to the city with 

well -designed streets and public spaces.

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

1 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4821  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

With all new housing devopments you are receiving more rates anyway  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Happy to remove the waitakere targeted septic tank clean out charge  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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# 4851  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme and targeted rate.  

I find it hard to believe the council with its customer database, systems already in place to tender 

out the work, relationship to contractors, and bargaining power is not able to get a better price for 

over 3,000 properties by tendering for guaranteed wor k and payment to a contractor, than is 

possible for the individual homeowner.  

I feel this stance by council either means the council is very poor at its job or just doesn't want to 

be involved.  

If it can be shown by the council that the average septic tank owner will be financially better off 

organising their own pump out, and the environmental outcomes will be no worse, then I would vote 

for Option 1 - End the Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme and  associated targeted rate on 30 June 

2027.   

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  
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• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4853  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Include funding in the Annual Plan to complete remaining sections of Te Whau Pathway by:  

• Constructing the connection from Horowai / Roberts Field to McLeod Park in Te Atatū South  

•Planning the connection from Wingate Street in Avondale to Olympic Park in New Lynn  

 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4868  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

There will be areas where further cost cutting is most likely possible.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

The rates increase is significantly higher than anticipated.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Support bus lanes, safe affordable cycle lanes, pest control, weed control and tracks in public. bush 

areas, among other projects. Although this next project is not specifically under this local board, I 

also support continuation of the Te Whau Pathway whi ch helps link communities and provides 

people with opportunities to stay active (walking or cycling) and has environmental and other 

benefits.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

Support  
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E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

All key areas.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

* Looking after the environment: better pest control (of predators and weeds).  

* Safe cycle lanes beside roads.  

* Traffic calming.  

* Lower speed limits.  

* Keeping cost of public transport down.  

* Safety in public places.  

 

 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4872  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

In relation to the options regarding the Waitakere rural sewerage scheme, I believe we should retain 

the Waitakere rural sewerage scheme and the associated targeted rate beyond 30 June 2027, as the 

infrastructure is in place to monitor the compliance of ra tepayers currently and also the ability to 

purchase a more competitive price for tank maintenance would be improved with bulk funding as 

opposed to individual bargaining.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Would like to see either free public transport or heavily subsidised.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

5 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

2 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4878  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

I am strongly opposed to the proposed rates increase. Auckland Council is overbloated - crazy 

spending on consultants, too heavy on middle management and insane cost growth since becoming 

a supercity. On top of this Auckland Council spends money on impleme nting undemocratic racist 

policies (maori objectives), has a PR department because the people hate Auckland Council so 

much, and wastes far too much on non -essential areas like culture and business. Auckland Council 

must stick to the basics - infrastructur e and core services.  
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As Taxpayers' Alliance investigation revealed the premise that the entire 7.9% increase will go 

towards CRL is a lie. I only support rates increases proportional to the inflation.  

 

Maori outcomes is not the Council's job, it is the central government's job. Remove Nga Matarae.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I am opposed to the proposed increase to the hourly rates for building control and resource consent 

services. The council has too much red tape for people who want to build or improve, increasing 

those charges is unreasonable. Reduce the fat instead.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I support the focus on the environment.  

I do not support the race based maori focus.  

I do not think the local board should be funding arts, culture and events during a cost of living crisis.  

Speak English in your communications, the local board is becoming way too woke and politically 

correct.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  
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A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Do not support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Community wellbeing - since when are the people being referred to in Maori? Follow the central 

government directive and communicate in English.  

Walking and cycling connections - moderate investment is sensible.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  
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We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Prioritise basic core services. Drop the cultural and business fat, this is not the council's job.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great 

place to live and spend time in.,Other (please specify): Stop increasing parking prices

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

1 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4943  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  
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(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate 

Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre .,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, 

parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city wi th well -designed streets and public spaces.

Rank  Area  

2 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

1 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

6 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

5 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4953  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

There is an opportunity to consider the cost effectiveness and quality of contracting private 

business and companies for operational maintenance and services.  

 

Overall supportive of CRL, however Glen Eden road/rail separation has not been included in 

planning and this is a significant oversight which will reduce the benefits realised for Glen Eden 

residents.   
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Whatever is decided for Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme it should be ensured that septic tanks 

do not pollute into the natural environment.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

The Local Board could be a bit more specific in their plan.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

I don’t know  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  
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Support  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

Support  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Community -  there is an opportunity to increased dog control desexing and education in Waitākere, 

especially Parrs Park off dog leash park and Western beaches.  

 

Supportive of Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area and Regional Park and work with Te Kawerau ā Maki 

deed to ensure we have a world class natural environment.  

 

Cycling paths --  Connect the Parrs Park to Oratia Cycle Way at Parrs Cross Road, without that it is 

unsafe for cyclists and children to utilise a great cycle path.  

 

Waterways and Natural Environ ment --  work to ensure hard rubbish dumping in streams and parks 

is reduced, by removing it quickly.  Such as in Parrs Park off dog leash area.  

 

Built Environment - the Local Board should advocate for a Place Based urban development 

specialist focused on the wider Glen Eden to ensure infrastructure and ammenty is in place as 

density increases.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  
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• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city 

centre.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a 

great place to live and spend time in.

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 4983  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Infrastructure upgrades are needed; however rates increase is not acceptable in the current 

economy  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Residential parking fees reasonable if revenue used locally.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey,Waitākere Ranges  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Parks and recreation benefit families and community cohesion.  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Parks and recreation benefit families and community cohesion.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

Support  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  
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Support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

Council should prioritize community engagement and transparency.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Council should prioritize community engagement and transparency.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Safe community spaces and playgrounds.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city with well -designed streets and p ublic spaces.

1 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 5136  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  Pest Free Waitākere Ranges Alliance  

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Other  

Tell us why  

We support the principle behind Fairer Funding. However, we believe the model does not adequately 

recognise areas with signifi cant regional environmental, recreational and heritage value, such as 

the Waitākere Ranges  

 

 See attachment for full submission.  
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Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

We support the principle behind Fairer Funding. However, we believe the model does not adequately 

recognise areas with signifi cant regional environmental, recreational and heritage value, such as 

the Waitākere Ranges  

 

 See attachment for full submission.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

 

Tell us why  

The Waitākere Ranges are a defi ning natural landscape for Auckland. They provide biodiversity 

habitat, water catchment, recreation opportunities, and a powerful sense of place for millions of 

Aucklanders and visitors each year. They are also one of the la ndscapes most frequently used in 

promoting Auckland’s natural identity.  

For these reasons, we believe the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area represents a regional 

environmental asset, and that its care should be recognised as a regional responsibility.  

We ther efore ask Auckland Council to:  

● recognise the unique regional role of the Wait ākere Ranges Heritage Area within the Fairer 

Funding framework  
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●ensure the Wait ākere Ranges Local Board receives funding that refl ects the regionaluse and signifi 

cance of this landscape  

●increase the Natural Environment Targeted Rate at least in line with the overallrates increase, so 

that environmental protection programmes can meet the scale ofthe challenge across Auckland.  

 

See attachment for full submission  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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March 2026 

Submission to Auckland Council Annual Plan Committee​
Re: Fairer Funding Model and Natural Environment Targeted Rate 

Tēnā koutou, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Annual Plan. 

We support the principle behind Fairer Funding. However, we believe the model does not 
adequately recognise areas with significant regional environmental, recreational and 
heritage value, such as the Waitākere Ranges. As a result, the Waitākere Ranges Local 
Board area risks being funded primarily as a small suburban population centre rather than 
as one of Auckland’s most important regional landscapes. 

The Waitākere Ranges are not simply a local amenity. They are a legislatively recognised 
heritage landscape under the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008, which 
acknowledges the national, regional and local significance of the area and requires its 
ecosystems and landscapes to be protected. 

The Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area covers approximately 27,700 hectares of land, 
stretching from metropolitan Auckland to the west coast. Within this landscape, around 
17,000 hectares are public regional parkland, making it one of the largest protected 
natural areas adjacent to a major city in New Zealand. 

With thanks to our supporters: 
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Despite this, the Fairer Funding model primarily assesses the needs of the area through the 
lens of the approximately 54,000 residents living within the Waitākere Ranges Local Board 
area. This does not reflect the true scale of use and benefit derived from this landscape. 

Monitoring by Auckland Council indicates the ranges receive around 2.6 million visits 
annually, with the majority of visitors coming from elsewhere in the region. In effect, the 
Waitākere Ranges serve a population many times larger than the local resident base used 
in funding calculations. 

At the same time, the ranges face growing pressures, including increasing visitor numbers, 
kauri dieback management, pest and weed control challenges, and climate-related storm 
impacts. These pressures require sustained ecological management and investment. 

Community groups are already playing a critical role in caring for the landscape. A 2025 
survey of groups associated with the Pest Free Waitākere Ranges Alliance found that 
community organisations collectively contribute approximately 4,800 volunteer hours per 
month toward pest control, ecological restoration, monitoring and coordination across the 
ranges. This represents the equivalent of around $1.7 million in volunteer labour annually 
when valued at the New Zealand Living Wage. 

Community-led conservation initiatives are currently active across approximately 20,000 
hectares of land in the ranges, covering around 75 percent of the Heritage Area 
landscape. Within the heritage boundary itself, community groups are undertaking 
conservation work across roughly 16,000 hectares, or about 60 percent of the protected 
landscape. 

With thanks to our supporters: 
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This level of volunteer effort demonstrates both the strong stewardship ethic of the local 
community and the enormous value being delivered to the wider region. However, 
volunteer effort cannot substitute for adequate and sustained public investment. 

We also wish to comment on the proposed change to the Natural Environment Targeted 
Rate (NETR). The consultation document proposes an increase of 3.5 percent. We are 
concerned that over several years the NETR has increased at a significantly lower rate than 
both the general rate and the overall rate. In this year’s proposal, the general rate is 
proposed to increase by 9.53 percent, while the overall rate increase is 7.9 percent. 

While this may help moderate the overall rates increase, it has the effect of gradually 
constraining funding for environmental protection and restoration across the region. 

Across Auckland there is a significant and growing unmet need for investment in: 

● predator control and biodiversity protection
● pest plant and aquatic pest management
● support for community environmental groups
● protection of conservation areas, including dog control and compliance

These pressures are particularly acute in the Waitākere Ranges, which represent one of the 
region’s most significant biodiversity landscapes. 

Community volunteers are already contributing thousands of hours each month to pest 
control and ecological restoration, but without adequate regional investment it becomes 
increasingly difficult to sustain the momentum needed to protect biodiversity at landscape 
scale. 

With thanks to our supporters: 
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In this context, we believe the NETR should increase at least in line with the overall rates 
increase, and preferably in line with the general rate, so that environmental programmes 
across the region can keep pace with rising costs and growing ecological pressures. 

Strengthening the NETR would complement the intent of the Fairer Funding model by 
ensuring that the region’s most significant environmental landscapes are adequately 
supported. While the Fairer Funding model distributes resources between local board areas 
based largely on population and deprivation metrics, environmental protection often 
operates at a regional ecological scale that is not well captured by those indicators. 

Targeted environmental funding therefore plays an important role in ensuring that 
landscapes such as the Waitākere Ranges — which deliver ecological, recreational and 
cultural benefits to the entire region — receive the level of support needed to protect those 
values. 

The Waitākere Ranges are a defining natural landscape for Auckland. They provide 
biodiversity habitat, water catchment, recreation opportunities, and a powerful sense of 
place for millions of Aucklanders and visitors each year. They are also one of the 
landscapes most frequently used in promoting Auckland’s natural identity. 

For these reasons, we believe the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area represents a regional 
environmental asset, and that its care should be recognised as a regional responsibility. 

We therefore ask Auckland Council to: 

●​ recognise the unique regional role of the Waitākere Ranges Heritage Area within 
the Fairer Funding framework 

 
 

 
With thanks to our supporters: 
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● ensure the Waitākere Ranges Local Board receives funding that reflects the regional
use and significance of this landscape

● increase the Natural Environment Targeted Rate at least in line with the overall
rates increase, so that environmental protection programmes can meet the scale of
the challenge across Auckland.

Ensuring adequate support for the Waitākere Ranges will protect one of Auckland’s most 
important natural landscapes and build on the significant contribution already being made 
by community volunteers. 

With thanks to our supporters: 
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 5140  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

We live on 4.2 Ha of land bordering Pine Ave Henderson.  

We purchased it 53 years ago which included a proposed road from Pine Ave which tells us that our 

land was definitely designated for housing as it’s close to all amenities including the West City 

shopping location. Further to this, we have residential deve lopment in front and behind us but 

unfortunately the Council placed us within the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area legislation which 

was completely wrong.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

1 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 5143  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Waitakere Rural sewerage scheme - change to private pump -outs  

Question 2 J. Clay Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

3.2  

It makes sense to allow property owners to arrange private pump -outs at a lower cost when the 

contract for the current Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme ends in 2027. Questions  

( 1) Would the person who does the pump -out in future still provide Auckland Council with the 

certificate that shows that this has been done and that the septic tank is of a reasonable standard 

? A current requiremen t of maintenance standards.  

(2) As the three yearly pump -outs have just been completed what will the targeted rate of$336.80 

for 2026/2027 be applied to if there is a change made for owners to employ private contractors? As 

this is one third of the total current cost of the three yea r pump -out will it be refunded to property 

owners? If not they deserve to know where this money is to be applied, as it will be on top of 

employing a private contractor.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Extend and improve the use of parks, maintain assets, tree planting where helpful – giving more 

resilience to climate. Supporting libraries and community activities.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  
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B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

My initial reaction was that several of these overlap and therefore it is inappropriate to rank them.  

In 'Planning and infrastructure to manage growth' - 'flood resilience' must come into this or it is not 

proper planning. 'Transport' and 'Local parks, community and recreation services' are all part of 

this planning. If all of this is not integrated into t he overall plan for any additional growth in 

Auckland it will simply create future problems for both property and the inhabitants.  

Looking after the env ironment is fundamental. There won't be a place to put homes, or to travel 

within Auckland, without looking after the environment.  

Because Auckland is so spread out transport and being able to travel between different points is 

important. And having local facilities is important for healthy communities.  

Flood resilience is part of all of this, and part of future planning. At the moment this doesn't seem 

to be a factor in considering where people put homes.  

In terms of events there are things that the Auckland Council could be involved in and has been in 

the past, but this is not the main priority of Council. If people come to events and tourists come to 

visit of course this is likely to improve the economic well ­being of the city.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

2 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

4 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

372



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 5154  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Need to replace it again?  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Do not support any  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

374



# 5154  

 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

1 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

3 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city 

centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve 

streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.
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# 5259  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

The Auckland Council proposal is to change  the Waitakere rural sewerage service and targeted rate 

charge to my properties at both XX and YY Coulter Road ( no septic tank due to no dwellings) 

Henderson Valley. Last year it was suggested that the above serv ice should be discontinued.  The 

Council has now suggested that we pay an annual payment of between $304 and $520 for a pump -

out of each septic tank.  This service does not include an inspection of the whole system.  

 

The increase from $198 per year is to b etween $304 and $520 each year and the increase is actually 

quite large. It also does not include an inspection of the whole system, which I understand will 

involve a further charge. Rates in the rural areas (Waitakere Ranges Heritage areas) are high alrea dy 

and these  further charges will be burdensome.  

 

My system at *** Henderson Valley (****) had major repairs in 2018 and major realignment of the 

field resulted.   The system was then inspected by Hydrotech and passed. I have just had a new 

pump put in to  replace the 9 year old pump by Galaxie Drainage.  

 

There are many septic tank systems that are overloaded throughout the Waitakere Ranges Heritage 

Area especially on or near the West Coast. The smell is quite pervasive and the neglect becomes 

very obvious. Better monitoring by Council staff would be  an id eal solution to the ongoing septic 

tank problems in the Waitakere Ranges.  

 

I know of several people who already have extra pump -outs when their septic tank systems are 

saturated by the continual winter rai n we have in the Foothills.  

 

I believe the Auckland Council probably requires far more inspectors to pressure the owners into 

cleaning their septic tanks more regularly and to ensure that new property owners  learn what a 

septic tank is for, and how it operates!  Perhaps all the new s eptic tank systems should have the 

new charges for the inspections for a few years to allow them to be educated about septic tank care.  

 

I would prefer the old system to remain in use with more frequent Council monitoring..  
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Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 5262  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I OPPOSE THE FOLLOWING:  

 

(1) End the Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme and its targeted rate on 30 June 2027, when the 

current contract ends. Property owners can then arrange private pump -outs, likely at a lower cost  

 

I SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:  

 

(2) Keep the scheme and the targeted rate. This would mean a higher targeted rate from 2027/2028 

onwards. The estimated cost is between $430 and $520 each year due to higher Watercare disposal  

 

 

Hower I have major reservations about the estimated new charge is between $430 and $520 per 

year starting from the 2027/2028  

 

 

Council's proposed fee is preposterous.  

 

The very successful Septic Tank Cleaning scheme was initiated in the 1990s  by the former WCC to 

reduce effluent contamination in Piha streams and lagoons  

 

Why then is Watercare ( Auckland Council);trying to force people out of a system which has been 

operating successfully for so many years?  

 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  
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N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 5281  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

N/A  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

My household has been with the Waitakere rural Sewerage scheme since it started back in 1994 

along with the other 3,300 people.  

We have had no problems with this system and our septic tank is working well.  

   

The information given in your letter says that this system is inflexible, but doesn't say why, except 

that some people don't need their tank cleaned out 3 yearly and others  need it done more 

frequently. For you to be advising that, it shows that a 3 yearl y tank clean out, whether needed or 

not  prov es that the Rural Sewerage scheme is working. There are no problems with residents' septic 

tanks.  

   

I believe this sounds like the Safe Septic Programme will be more expensive as you advise in your 

letter  that it covers a more comprehensive set of compliance requirements, which I'm thinking will 

be a lot to do with bringing in a whole new system,  and I  don't feel that it is necessary as the other 

system is working well  why change it, except to ask residents to pay more in our rates, which we all 

will b e with the rates rising quite extensively to help with the CRL.    

   

I wish to retain the Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme beyond 2027 as it works well.  

 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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# 5477  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Auckland desperately needs to bring its transport system in to the present day so i support CRL. 

the roads in many parts of the city also need to be repaired.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

nobody likes higher rates, but they are necessary. i don't think that residential parking permit fees 

need to be increased.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Henderson -Massey,Waitākere Ranges  

Henderson -Massey Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

things seem to be running ok, however, there is room for improvement.  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  
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We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

i would like it if the council stopped closing lanes on roads, instead fixing large pot holes properly. 

little jobs make public transport and streets safer  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Supporting 

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

2 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

6 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city with well -designed streets and public spaces.

392



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 5517 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

I don't know  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

2 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Flood resilience to stop harm towards families  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and a strong sense of 

place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city 

centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and 

celebrate Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre.,Safety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

5 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  

395



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 5531 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I am in support of the City Rail link as it takes forever to get to the city, and I understand the money 

has to be taken from somewhere  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I think the increase in fees will lead New Zealanders to have cut the money at a different place like 

food which isnt beneficial since prices are already through the roof  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Transport since this allows the users to partake in activities throughout the city  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Events and city life – attract people to the city centre through events, culture and 

a strong sense of place.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, dri ve, cycle and use public 

transport in the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and 

more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

3 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 5626  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Proposed new increase is quite high as a home owner. We understand the need of it but would like 

to see the lighter cost control  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  
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• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

In West Auckland many families rely on cars due to limited public transport option. It will be hassle 

if we get imposed by parking charges.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Local investment is important for maintaining parks community facilities. Would like to see more 

focus on road maintenance, drainage, and public transport  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 5643  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Rates increase is too high especially when cost of living is increasing day by day  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Understands the need of it, but would like to see tighter cost control  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Focuses more on maintenance of roads, drainage, and public transport improvement  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in 

the city centre and from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Sa fety – a safer and more 

welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors.,Streets and public 

spaces – improve streets, parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and 

spend time in.
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# 5730  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I think that the Council should continue the Waitakere Rural Sewerage Scheme, fix drains on Scenic 

Drive - just left to deteriorate.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

 

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Need to fix potholes and slips on Scenic Drive - road will break down further if not. I live 177 Scenic 

Drive - huge potholes outside.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Building resilience in time of climate emergency  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Māori identity and culture – reflect and celebrate 

Māori identity and culture throughout the city centre .,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, 

parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Other (please 

specify): Plan to recognise climate emergency is upon us. Stop focussing on growth as key aim. 

Reality is upon us. Degrowth is needed! 

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 5751 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Our household currently depends mainly on my income. My husband works in the real estate 

industry and recently the market has slowed down significantly. Because there are very few buyers, 

his income has reduced a lot compared to previous years. We still ha ve mortgage payments, school 

expenses and daily living costs to manage. With petrol, groceries and utilities increasing already, 

even a small rates increase adds more pressure to our monthly budget.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

Many families in West Auckland are already trying to adjust to rising mortgage rates and general 

cost of living increases. Adding another expense will make it harder for households to manage.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Infrastructure development is important for Auckland’s future but it should be balanced with the 

financial capacity of residents. When households are already facing financial pressure, increasing 

rates to fund projects becomes difficult for many families.  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

I don’t know  

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

Support  

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

Do not support  

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  
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I don’t know  

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

I don’t know  

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Public transport (Trains) from Henderson to the city can be convenient but reliability is still 

inconsistent at times. Delays or cancellations can disrupt daily work schedules.  

 

Bus connections can be improved a lot. If a train gets cancelled we need to catch more than 1 bus 

and over an hour to reach the city.  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

4 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Policies or Plans should aim to reduce burden of the people rather than increase it.  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, 

workers and visitors.

6 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

2 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

5 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  

414



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 5860  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Property taxes are rising too high every year. While it's easy to raise taxes, securing the necessary 

funds is more important than formulating a budget and securing the necessary resources. Plan 

accordingly.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  
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Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I'm a wage earner. This year, I got a raise of $1 per hour. I can't keep up with the cost of living and 

tax increases.  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, 

workers and visitors.

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6142  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Because the changes are really good and I understanding why rates have to go up  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I understand why, But i dont like it  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

I support that the sewerage is going to get better, I just dont like the costs  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  

 

Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  
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Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

2 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

5 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

4 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

6 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

3 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

Buses, because its not really dependable. For example, my bus I use to get gome gets cancelled 

randomaly  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, 

parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city wi th well -designed streets and public spaces.
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# 6197  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

5 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

More reliable paths and consistent public transport (buses) especially in rural/ areas further outside 

the CBD  

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Better connections – improve links between the city centre, the waterfront and nearby 

neighbourhoods.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, both day and night, for residents, 

workers and visitors.,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, par ks and public spaces so the 

city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

6 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

3 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

1 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6225  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support most  

Tell us why  

Transport and water is important, the city rail link is expensive  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

I think everything is okay except the refuse bin/bag fee because what if someone forgets to take 

their trash out  

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

Waitākere Ranges  

Waitākere Ranges Local Board Feedback:  

1. What do you think of our proposals for your local board area in 2026/2027?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

Because they protect the environment and express culture  

2. What do you think about the proposed key areas of additional investment?  

A. Community wellbeing - continue to grow and evolve our programmes to support community 

wellbeing with a focus on tamariki and rangatahi, as well as older people  

 

B. Review level of community grants, including investigating a Facility Partnership Fund to 

support community organisations to plan, develop or upgrade community facilities  

 

C. Improve engagement with communities of need, schools and youth  

 

D. Progress an omnibus Waitākere Ranges Local Parks Management Plan  

 

E. Walking and cycling connections, particularly through parks  
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Tell us why (please be clear which priority you are talking about)  

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

Less expensive stuff to beat Australia so citizens stop leaving  

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

6 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

4 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

3 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

1 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

5 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Getting around – make it easier to walk, drive, cycle and use public transport in the city centre and 

from east to west, including better traffic flow.,Safety – a safer and more welcoming city centre, 

both day and night, for residents, workers and visitors .,Streets and public spaces – improve streets, 

parks and public spaces so the city centre is a great place to live and spend time in.,Supporting 

businesses – help businesses succeed by making them easier to access by attracting more visitors 

to the city wi th well -designed streets and public spaces.

2 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6279  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6280  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6281  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

438



# 6282  

 

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6283  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6608  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Support all  

Tell us why  

N/A  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  
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• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 6791  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit my views on the proposed 2026/27 annual plan and the anticipated average residential 

rates increase of 7.9%.1) Opposition to the rates increase and fiscal directionI oppose the proposed 

7.9% average residential rates rise. This would equate to rou ghly $320 for the average household 

and continues a pattern of rates increases well above inflation. Since the 2010 amalgamation rates 

have risen by about 85% far outstripping both inflation ( ‰ˆ 34%) and population growth ( ‰ˆ 22%). 

The current ratepayer burden cannot be sustained while critical council services face under -

prioritised funding.2) Wasteful spending and the need for reformI urge the Council to reduce 
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expenditure on corporate and backroom functions across the Council and CCOs and to curb 

consultancy and professional services spending which continues to rise. Direct operating costs and 

staff -related expenses have grown faster than inflation while key ind icators show substantial 

reliance on external contractors. A more rigorous pursuit of efficiency is prudent before increasing 

charges on ratepayers.3) Specific cost -saving measures I support - Cancel the Food Scraps 

Programme (costs around $36 million/year)  due to its carbon impact not offset by savings. - Freeze 

staffing or reduce payroll by not filling vacant non -essential roles a move that could deliver at least 

$17 million in upfront savings. - Cap and reduce consultant and contractor spending; pursue 

renegotiations and vendor consolidation to deliver meaningful savings. - Prioritise statutory and 

essential services over discretionary grants aligning funding with core municipal responsibilities.4) 

Targeted reductions in spendingI support reducing Māori -speci fic spending by reassigning or scaling 

back the $10 million/year allocated to Ngā Mātārae (Māori outcomes) where appropriate to confirm 

alignment with local government duties.ClosingI request a constructive review of current 

expenditure and a plan to cap r ate increases through targeted savings rather than broad rate rises. 

I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  
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We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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# 6804  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

1) Rates and affordability. The proposed 7.9% average increase is far above inflation and households 

can ill afford further rate hikes after a 30% real increase since 2022. The current average residential 

rates bill is about $4069 with the 2026/27 plan pla cing approximately $320 more per household. I 

am opposed to this increase and urge Council to cap the rise at 3% by cutting discretionary 

expenditure rather than increasing charges on ratepayers.2) Spending reductions. The Council must 

reduce expenditure o n corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs and 

curb consultancy and professional services. The briefing shows consultant costs at $126 million per 
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year and payroll and related costs rising faster than inflation. A targeted reduction of $150 million 

(2%)driven by freezing non -essential hires capping consultant spending renegotiating contracts 

and vendor consolidationcan achieve a 3% rate increase targ et while preserving essential 

services.3) Specific programme and Māori outcomes. I oppose the Food Scraps Programme 

estimated at $36 million per year on the basis that it emits more carbon than it saves. I also oppose 

expanding Māori -specific spending such  as the Ngā Mātārae 'Māori outcomes' department given the 

view that these are not core local government responsibilities. A reallocation toward statutory and 

essential services should be prioritised.4) Personnel costs. Freeze staffing and reduce payroll co sts 

by not hiring for vacant non‘essential roles which the briefing suggests could save at least $17 

million immediately. Beyond that limits on six -figure salaries and a review of high pay within the 

organisation should be undertaken to ensure value for mo ney.In summary I urge Council to stop a 

7.9% rise and instead adopt a disciplined spending plan reducing consultancy back -office costs and 

discretionary programmes while protecting essential services.I do not wish to speak to my 

submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

452



# 6804  

 

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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# 6834  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The current average residential rates bill is $4069 up from $2781 in 2022 and the real increase since 

2022 is 30 percent far exceeding general inflation. A 7.9 percent rise funded largely by maintaining 

existing assets new assets for growth and CRL operati ng costs is unacceptable given the Council's 

track record on wasteful spending.I urge the Council to implement the Ratepayers' Alliance 

approach to reduce expenditure across the Council and CCOs by at least $150 million (2 percent) to 

cap the rate rise at around 3 percent. Specifically: - Freeze or reduce payroll costs by not filling 

vacant non -essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately. - Cut the spend on 
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consultants and professional services which currently amounts to about $126 million per year 

across the Council group with Auckland Council alone spending around $60 million. - Renegotiate 

contracts and consolidate vendors to save an estimated $30 million. - Prioritise statutory and 

essential services over discretionary grants in the budget.Additionally I call for the cancellation of 

the Food Scraps Programme which costs $36 million per year and in my view emits more carbon 

than it saves. I also oppose the on going $10 million per year allocated to Maori outcomes (Ngā 

Mātārae) on the basis that this is not a function of local government. Reducing these Maori -specific 

expenditures would help contain rates growth without compromising essential 

services.Respectful ly I request that the Council prioritise value -for-money affordability and core 

statutory duties while pursuing a sustainable balance between asset maintenance and prudent 

growth.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

456



# 6834  

 

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6842  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit in a strong direct voice to oppose the proposed 7.9 percent average residential rates 

increase and to advocate for substantial savings in Council spending.Key concerns - The proposed 

7.9% increase translates to about $320 for the average household on top of a 30% real increase 

since 2022 (vs. 12% general inflation). I oppose increasing rates above inflation and I urge the 

Council to accept an alternative budget that caps rate rises at around 3% by cutting wasteful 

spend. - The Council must reduce exp enditure on corporate and backroom functions across the 

Council and CCOs and curb consultancy and professional services. The Alliance estimates around 
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$126 million per year on consultants across the group with the average consultant paid around 

$200k. Reducing this is a feasible immediate saving. - The Food Scraps Programme costs about $36 

million per year and appears to emit more carbon than it saves; th is should be cancelled to align 

with a responsible emissions and cost strategy. - Freeze staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not 

hiring non -essential roles including vacancies which could save at least $17 million promptly. - 

Māori-specific expenditure i ncluding the Ngā Mātārae (Maori Outcomes) department amounts to 

about $10 million per year. I disagree with funding this as a local government priority and urge 

reallocation to essential statutory services.Budget alternative - The Auckland Ratepayers' Allia nce 

proposes reducing new Council spending by $150 million (2%): $50 million from personnel costs 

$50 million from consultants $30 million from contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation 

and $20 million prioritising statutory services over discretion ary grants. Implementing these 

changes could cap the average rate rise to about 3%.Additional point - Consider basing rates on 

household size as a fairer approach to reflect service usage.ClosingI request to speak at hearings to 

present these points in more  detail.Sincerely{name redacted}20 Arthur Rolfe laneSwanson{email 

redacted}I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  
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We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6860  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

This level of increase is not affordable for many households and would outstrip inflation while real 

rate increases since 2022 have already reached about 30%. I urge the Council to prioritise a 

responsible spending plan that limits rates growth to around 3 %.I agree with and urge the following 

priorities and actions: - Oppose the 7.9% average residential rates increase and support reducing 

overall expenditure to cap rates growth at approximately 3% as reflected in the Ratepayers' Alliance 

alternative budget. - Reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the 

Council and CCOs and reduce spend on consultancy and professional services rather than allowing 
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ongoing growth in these areas. - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs about $36 million 

per year and in the Alliance assessment emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing and/or 

reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential role s which is estimated to save at least 

$17 million immediately. - Cut Māori -specific spending such as the $10 million per year spent on the 

Māori outcomes (Ngā Mātārae) department on the basis that this is not a core local government 

function.I support the R atepayers' Alliance alternative budget approach which proposes a net 

reduction of about $150 million in new Council spending (2%) enabling a 3% rate cap. Specific areas 

include a $50 million saving from personnel changes and a $50 million reduction in cons ultant 

spend plus $30 million from contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation and $20 million from 

prioritising statutory/essential services over discretionary grants.Additional context: the current 

average rates bill stands at about $4069 with signi ficant spending increases in payroll consultants 

and corporate functions since 2010. A more focused efficiency -driven budget is necessary to protect 

households while preserving essential services.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  

464



# 6860  

 

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6884  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The current average residential rates bill is approximately $4069 and ratepayers have already faced 

a 30% real increase since 2022 (vs. 12% inflation). A further 7.9% rise would further erode household 

financial resilience.I agree with the following positi ons:1) Oppose the average residential rates 

increase by at least 7.9%; seek a cap closer to 3% (or below inflation) through targeted cuts.2) The 

Council needs to reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the Council 

and CCOs.3) T he Council needs to reduce spend on consultancy and professional services rather 

than continuing to increase these items.4) Cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs about 
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$36 million per year and emits more carbon than it saves.5) Freeze staffing and/or reduce payroll 

costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential roles which would save at least $17 million 

immediately.6) Cut Māori -specific spending including the $10 million per year spent on the 'Maori 

Outcomes' department (Ngā Mātārae) as this is not a role of local government.To balance the 

budget I support the Auckland Ratepayers' Alliance alternative approach: reduce new Council 

spending by about $150 million (2% reductio n) to cap rates increases at roughly 3% through: hiring 

freezes and organisational efficiency ($50 million) capping consultant spend ($50 million) 

renegotiating contracts and consolidating vendors ($30 million) and prioritising statutory/essential 

services  over discretionary grants ($20 million).Additional notes: Direct operating expenditure has 

risen well above inflation over recent years and payroll/consultant costs have driven much of this 

growth. A tighter focus on essential services and leaner administ ration would protect households 

without sacrificing core functions.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6892  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Key points - The proposed rise of 7.9% equates to about $320 more per average household on top 

of an already high rate bill of $4069. Since 2022 residential rates have risen by about 30% in real 

terms while overall inflation has been around 12%. The burden is growing faster than households 

can sustain. - The breakdown of the 7.9% increase shows 2% for maintaining existing assets 1.5% for 

new assets as Auckland grows and 4.4% for CRL operating costs. This structure underscores a 

pattern of cost growth that doe s not align with prudent value for ratepayers. - I support the Auckland 

Ratepayers' Alliance Alternative Budget which would cap the rate increase to about 3% by reducing 
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new Council spending by $150 million (2%). Specifically I support:  - Reducing personnel costs 

through organisational change and a hiring freeze: $50 million.  - Capping spending on consultants: 

$50 million.  - Contract renegotiations and vendor consolidat ion: $30 million.  - Prioritising statutory 

and essential services over discretionary grants: $20 million. - A clear opportunity exists to reduce 

wasteful expenditure:  - Corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs 

require consolidat ion.  - Spending on consultants and professional services should be restrained 

rather than expanded.  - The Food Scraps Programme costs $36 million per year and based on 

available information emits more carbon than it saves; it should be cancelled.  - Free ze staffing or 

reduce payroll costs by not filling vacant non -essential roles a measure that could save at least $17 

million immediately.  - Cut Māori -specific spending such as the $10 million per year on the Māori 

outcomes department (Ngā Mātārae) which i s not a core local government function.Requests - I urge 

the Council to implement meaningful cuts to non -essential and backroom spending resist further 

rate increases above inflation and adopt the proposed 3% cap aligned with the Alternative 

Budget.ClosingI  would like the opportunity to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6941  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

1. Opposition to the rates increaseI oppose the proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% 

which equates to roughly $320 for the average household. Since 2022 the real increase in rates is 

30% in 2022 dollars far outpacing cumulative inflation (ab out 12%). The breakdown shows 4.4% of 

the rise from CRL operating costs with the remainder largely driven by asset maintenance and 

expansion. Rates must align with inflation and the Council's demonstrated efficiency not automatic 

growth in operating and pr oject costs.2. Wasteful and excessive spending must be reducedThe 

current budget demonstrates excessive spend on corporate and backroom functions across the 
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Council and CCOs. I support reducing these functions to lower the rate burden on households while 

preserving essential services. The Council should also curtail consultancy and professional services 

which total about $126 million per year across the group including $60 million by the Auckland 

Council parent with many consultants earning around $200k. A reduction in external advisory costs 

is essential to bring rates to sustainable levels.3. Specific programnes to cut or reallocateI call for 

the cancellation  of the Food Scraps Programme which costs about $36 million per year and emits 

more carbon than it saves. This is an inefficient use of ratepayer funds and should be halted.4. 

Staffing and payroll controlsFreeze hiring for non -essential vacant roles and/or  reduce payroll costs 

to reflect genuine workforce needs. As proposed halting unnecessary appointments would save at 

least $17 million immediately and help stabilise rates.5. Alternative budget approachThe 

Ratepayers' Alliance Alternative Budget suggests r educing new Council spending by $150 million 

(2%) to cap the rate rise at approximately 3%. This involves targeted reductions in personnel costs 

caps on consultants renegotiation of contracts and prioritising statutory services over discretionary 

grants.In  closing I urge the Council to prioritise affordability and efficiency seek savings from 

backroom functions and consultants and reconsider the Food Scraps Programme and hiring 

practices to deliver a more sustainable rates outcome.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6959  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Based on the Auckland Ratepayers' Alliance briefing this rise appears disproportionately high when 

inflation and population pressures are not matched by commensurate reductions in wasteful 

spending. I oppose the 7.9% increase and support a disciplined valu e-focused approach to Council 

budgeting.Key points:1) Spending discipline needed: The Council should reduce expenditure on 

corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs and curb consultancy and 

professional services. Current figures s how high payroll costs alongside substantial contractor 

spend including $126 million per year on consultants across the group and $590 million on 
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consultants and contractors. A reallocation toward essential services is warranted.2) Specific 

programme reductions: Cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs $36 million per year and 

emits more carbon than it saves. Freeze staffing and/or reduce payrol l costs by not hiring for vacant 

non-essential roles which the Alliance estimates could save at least $17 million immediately. Cut 

Maori-specific spending including the $10 million per year allocated to the Maori outcomes 

department (Ngā Mātārae) as this i s not a core local government function.3) Alternative budget 

approach: The Alliance proposes reducing new Council spending by $150 million (a 2% reduction) 

to cap average residential rates increases at about 3%. This would be achieved through: $50 million 

savings from personnel costs via organisational change and a hiring freeze; $50 million from capping 

consultant spend; $30 million from contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation; and $20 

million by prioritising statutory and essential services over discretionary grants.4) Additional 

context: Since the 2010 Super City amalgamation rates have risen 85% outpacing inflation and 

population growth. Direct operating expenditure and personnel costs have grown well beyond 

inflation. In this context maintainin g a near -9% rate increase lacks justification for ordinary 

households.I urge consideration of the above savings and priorities to protect household budgets 

and deliver core local -government functions efficiently.I do not wish to speak to my submission at 

a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 6969  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Key points: - The proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% translates to about $320 for 

the average household on top of a current average bill of $4069. Since 2012 rates have risen by 85% 

far outpacing inflation and population growth. A 3“4% infl ationary limit is more appropriate to 

protect household budgets. - The 7.9% rise comprises 2% to maintain existing assets 1.5% for new 

assets to accommodate growth and 4.4% for CRL operating costs. This allocation highlights cost 

pressures that can be mitig ated with prudent fiscal management and reform. - The Council should 

reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions and cut consultancy and 
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professional services rather than sustaining continual growth in these areas. Current data indicate 

substantial spending in these categories across Council and CCOs with a heavy reliance on 

consultants. - Specific program savings are warranted: cancel the F ood Scraps Programme which 

costs about $36 million/year and by some analyses emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing 

and/or reduce payroll costs by not filling vacant non -essential roles; such a measure could save at 

least $17 million immediately .- Consider curbing Māori -specific spending such as the Ngā Mātārae 

(Maori outcomes) portfolio (about $10 million/year) noting that this falls outside the core 

responsibilities of local government. - The alternative budget framework should aim to reduce new  

Council spending by $150 million (2%) capping the rate rise to around 3% and prioritising statutory 

and essential services over discretionary grants.Additional observations: - Get back to basics and 

curb frivolous or non -essential projects and backroom spe nding. Cancelling pet projects would 

lower the rate path and enhance public trust.I would like the opportunity to speak to my submission 

at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

6999,339210,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,The current proposal implies an average 

residential bill rise of about $320 while rates have already grown 85% since 2010 outstripping 

inflation and population growth. A rates increase of this magnitude is unacceptable while wasteful 

spending continues.I agree with the following positions: - Oppose the average residential rates by at 

least 7.9%. - The Council must reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions 

across the Coun cil and CCOs. - The Council must reduce spending on consultancy and professional 

services instead of expanding these items. - The Council should cancel the Food Scraps Programme 

which costs $36 million per year and emits more carbon than it saves. - The Counc il should freeze 

staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential roles which would save 

at least $17 million immediately. - The Council should cut Māori -specific spending such as the $10 

million per year on the Māori outcomes dep artment (Ngā Mātārae) as this is not a core local 

government function.In addition the submitter notes that the Ratepayers' Alliance Alternative 

Budget demonstrates a path to a 3 percent cap on rates by reducing new spending by $150 million 

(2 percent). Tha t plan focuses on: $50 million savings from personnel costs through organisational 

changes and hiring freezes; $50 million from capping consultants; $30 million from contract 

renegotiations and vendor consolidation; $20 million from prioritising statutory and essential 

services over discretionary grants.Given the scale of current expenditure these reforms should be 

pursued before imposing further rate burdens on households. I urge Council to adopt a leaner 

operating model and deliver essential services effi ciently.I do not wish to speak to my submission 

at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7007,339202,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,I support the following positions: - Oppose the 

average residential rates increase by at least 7.9%. The suggested 7.9% equates to about $320 for 

the average household during a period when households are alr eady struggling with cost of living 

pressures. - The Council needs to reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions 

across the Council and CCOs. - The Council needs to reduce the spend on consultancy and 
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professional services rather than continue to increase these expenditure items. - The Council should 

cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs $36 million/year and in my view emits more carbon 

than it saves. - The Council should freeze staffing and/or red uce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant 

non-essential roles a measure that would save at least $17 million right away. - The Council should 

cut Māori -specific spending such as the $10 million/year spent on the 'Maori outcomes' department 

(Ngā Mātārae) as  this is not a role of local government.Additional context:The ratepayers I 

represent are already under significant financial pressure. Further rate increases will increase 

hardship for many families. There is concern about ongoing road repair and service issues including 

perceived inefficiencies in the contractor ecosystem.I urge Council to implement the Ratepayers' 

Alliance Alternative Budget: reduce new Council spending by $150 million (2%) capping the rate 

rise to around 3% through targeted savings in p ersonnel consultants contracts and prioritising 

essential services over discretionary grants.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7031,339178,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,I write as a ratepayer concerned about the 

proposed 7.9 percent average residential rates increase for 2026/27 and the future trajectory of 

council spending. I oppose the 7.9% rise and urge a pause to allow  a credible reduction in wasteful 

expenditure and a more sustainable rate path.Key concerns and positions:1) Against an average 

residential rates increase of 7.9%and I expect the council to limit the rise to align with inflation and 

real co mmunity needs.2) Reduce corporate and backroom spending across the Council and CCOs. 

The current level of spending on consultants and six -figure payrolls is excessive and should be 

trimmed.3) Cut consultancy and professional services spend rather than cont inuing to increase 

these items; the Auckland Ratepayers' Alliance highlights $126 million per year in consultant costs 

across the Council group with an average consultant earning around $200k.4) Cancel the Food 

Scraps Programme if it costs $36 million/year  and emits more carbon than it saves prioritising 

essential statutory services over discretionary programs.5) Freeze staffing or reduce payroll costs 

by not filling vacant non -essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately.6) Cut 

Māori-specific spending including the approximately $10 million/year on the Māori outcomes 

department (Ngā Mātārae) on the basis that this is not a core local government role. Focus on 

essential services and statutory responsibilities.I also urge a comprehensive independent review of 

operating costs: - Reconsider CRL operating cost pressures and any duplication across the Council 

and CCOs. - Reassess spending on six -figure salaries external contractors and corporate functions 

that do not directly serve ratepayers or  statutory duties. - Identify a credible cap on net operating 

expenditure to ensure rates growth is sustainable and focused on core municipal services.Closing: 

I request to speak at hearings to present these concerns in person. I do not wish to speak to my 

submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7112,339097,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,I submit to express clear opposition to the 

proposed ave rage residential rates increase of 7.9% and to urge a thorough re -prioritisation of 

Council spending toward essential services and value for ratepayers.Key points - The proposed 7.9% 

average rates rise is excessive. It equates to roughly $320 more per year for the average household 
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on top of a 30% real increase since 2022 (with inflation at 12%). This growth burden far outpaces 

both population growth and inflation and does not reflect prudent stewardship of ratepayer money. - 

The Council must reduce expenditure on corporate and backro om office functions across the 

Council and CCOs. Current payroll and related costs are unsustainable given the scale of multiple 

spending pressures. A targeted freeze on staffing for non -essential roles is both prudent and 

achievable with an expected immed iate saving of at least $17 million. - Reduce spend on consultancy 

and professional services. The $126 million annual consultant spend across the Council group plus 

the higher salaries paid to external advisers signals an inflated operating model that shoul d be 

reined in through procurement reform vendor consolidation and greater in -house capability. - 

Implement the proposed Alternative Budget: cap average residential rates increases at around 3% 

by cutting non -essential expenditure. Specifically:  - Freeze o r reduce payroll costs by not filling 

non-essential vacancies: $50 million  - Cap consultant spend: $50 million  - Renegotiate contracts 

and consolidate vendors: $30 million  - Prioritise statutory and essential services over discretionary 

grants: $20 mill ion  - These measures would deliver a total reduction of $150 million aligning rates 

with real value for households. - I oppose unnecessary Māori -specific spending such as the $10 

million/year allocated to the Māori outcomes department (Ngā Mātārae) which I  believe is beyond 

the proper remit of local government.ClosingI respectfully request the opportunity to present at 

hearings to further outline these I do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7118,339091,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,Key points - I oppose an average residential 

rates increase of 7.9% (about $320 for the average household). The current average bill is $4069 up 

from $2781 in 2022 implying a real increase well above inflati on. Since 2010 rates have risen 85% 

far outpacing inflation and population growth. - The breakdown shows 2% for maintaining existing 

assets 1.5% for new assets as Auckland grows and 4. 4% for CRL operating costs. This highlights a 

significant portion allocated to capital and project costs rather than core services. - The Alliance's 

alternative budget proposes a 2% reduction in new Council spending capping the rate rise at around 

3% by tri mming non -essential costs and improving efficiency.Agreed positions - Oppose the average 

residential rates by at least 7.9%. - Reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions 

across the Council and CCOs. - Reduce spend on consultancy and profess ional services rather than 

continuing to escalate these items. - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs $36 million 

per year and emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing or reduce payroll costs by not filling 

vacant non -essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately. - Cut Māori -specific 

spending including the $10 million/year on the Māori outcomes department (Ngā Mātārae) which is 

not a core local government role.Additional points - The Council should prioritise statutory and  

essential services over discretionary grants pursue contract renegotiations and consolidate vendors 

to deliver savings of around $150 million (about 2% reduction) to cap rate increases around 

3%.ClosingI request to speak at hearings only if invited; other wise I prefer to submit in writing. I do 

not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  
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7174,339035,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,Key concerns - The 7.9% average increase 

translates to about $320 more per household on top of a current average bill of $4069while real 

rates growth since 2022 stands at 30% in real terms versus 12% inflati on. This is unaffordable for 

families and businesses alike. - The breakdown shows 4.4% of the increase goes to CRL operating 

costs; 2% for maintaining existing assets; 1.5% for new assets as the city grows. In a time of high 

public debt these allocations re quire rigorous scrutiny and justification. - Since the 2010 Super City 

amalgamation rates have risen 85% far outpacing inflation and population growth. A rebase of 

operating and project costs is essential before any further increases.Agreed positions and 

requested actions - Oppose the average residential rates increase of 7.9% and insist on substantial 

restraint. - Reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and 

CCOs. - Reduce spending on consultancy and professional service s rather than allowing continued 

growth. - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme (costs $36 million/year) which in our assessment emits 

more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not filling vacant non -

essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately. - Cut Māori -specific spending 

including the $10 million/year spent on the Maori Outcomes department (Ngā Mātārae) arguing that 

this is not a core local government function.Alternative Budget alignmentSupport the Ratepa yers' 

Alliance alternative: reduce new Council spending by $150 million (2%) to cap rates at about 3%. 

This can be achieved through: $50 million in personnel cost reductions $50 million in consultants 

$30 million in contract renegotiations/vendor consolida tion and $20 million prioritising statutory 

essential services over discretionary grants.Additional point - Fire Brown.I request the opportunity 

to present at hearings if invited. I do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,, ,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7184,339025,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,Key concerns - The council system should 

work more efficiently. I agree the Council needs to reduce expen diture on corporate and backroom 

office functions across the Council and CCOs and to reduce spend on consultancy and professional 

services rather than permit ongoing growth in these areas. - The Food Scraps Programme should be 

cancelled. It costs about $36 million per year and in my view emits more carbon than it saves. - 

Payroll and staffing controls are overdue. Freeze staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not hiring 

for vacant non -essential roles; this could save at least $17 million immediately. - Focus on essential 

services not discretionary spend. I support capping Māori -specific spending such as the Ngā 

Mātārae ('Māori outcomes') budget of around $10 million per year arguing these are not core local -

government roles and should be prioritised accordingl y.- Broaden savings beyond personnel. The 

Council should reduce spending on consultants by at least $50 million and pursue contract 

renegotiations and vendor consolidation to save a further $30 million. A broader review of statutory 

vs. discretionary fundi ng should prioritise essential services.Context and alternative approach - The 

Alliance's alternative budget shows a path to constrain rate increases to around 3 percent by saving 

$150 million through a mixture of personnel restraint reduced consultancy spe nd and supplier 

negotiation. This approach aligns with restoring taxpayer value while preserving essential services. - 

Direct operating expenditure has risen well beyond inflation in recent years and 

administrative/overhead costs remain high. A targeted red uction of corporate functions and 

contractor spending can help bring rates back towards reasonable levels without compromising 

core services.ClosingI do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,
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0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7197,339012,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,The current plan would raise average rates by 

about 7.9% equating to roughly $320 for the average household on top of a 30 percent real increase 

since 2022. This rise far outpaces both inflation and populat ion growth  and should be moderated.1) 

Support for rate relief and prudent budgeting - Oppose the 7.9% average increase and advocate for 

capping residential rates growth at or near 3% as outlined by the Ratepayers' Alliance alternative 

budget. Achieving this requires prioritising statutory and essential services over discretionary 

grants and revising non -core expenditures.2) Reducing corporate and backroom costs - The Council 

must reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs.  

Current personnel and other expenses have increased well beyond inflation and reform here is 

essential to deliver value for ratepayers.3) Cutting consultancy and professional services - Reduce 

spend on consultants and professional services rather than cont inuing to grow these items. The 

ratepayers' briefing flags $126 million per year across the Council group with significant consultancy 

income and high average consultant pay. A tighter cap is warranted.4) Specific program and payroll 

controls - Cancel the F ood Scraps Programme costing about $36 million per year which also 

reportedly emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not 

filling vacant non -essential roles a measure that could save at least $17 million immediately .5) Māori 

outcomes spending - Cut Māori -specific expenditure such as the $10 million per year spent on the 

Ngā Mātārae (Māori outcomes) department when considered alongside the local government 

mandate.6) Value -driven spending - Ensure good value is the over riding consideration in all 

spending decisions.I recognise the need to fund essential infrastructure; however the current 

trajectory in personnel costs consultants and discretionary programmes is incompatible with 

responsible ratepayer stewardship. A revis ed budget prioritising essential services and eliminating 

wasteful spend is necessary.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,  

7236,338973,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,Key concerns and positions:1) Rates impact 

and affordability. The proposed 7.9 percent increase equating to about $320 for the average 

household is excessive when compared with inflation and popula tion growth since the Super City 

amalgamation. Since 2010 rates have risen by 85% far outpacing inflation and justifying a 

reconsideration of spend against essential services.2) Expenditure reductions. The Council must 

reduce expenditure on corporate and b ackroom functions across the Council and CCOs and curb 

consultancy and professional services. These areas appear to be driving a significant portion of cost 

growth with consultants costing approximately $126 million per year across the group and staff on 

six-figure salaries continuing to rise.3) Specific cost -cutting measures aligned to the Alliance plan. 

The Budget should be revised to amount to a reduction of at least $150 million in new Council 

spending (2%) which would cap the rate rise to about 3 perce nt under a targeted program: - Freeze 

hiring and reduce payroll by not filling vacant non -essential roles delivering at least $17 million in 

immediate savings. - Cap spending on consultants by $50 million and pursue contract 

renegotiations and vendor consoli dation for $30 million. - Prioritise statutory and essential services 

over discretionary grants with $20 million redirected. - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme ($36 

million/year) due to its net carbon emissions and limited evidence of material net savings. - Freeze 
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or reduce Māori -focused spending such as the Ngā Mātārae programme (Maori outcomes) referred 

to as $10 million per year recognising local government limits in this area.4) Spending scrutiny. It is 

essential to scrutinise spending and distinguish necessary services from discretionary choices 

ensuring rates are directed to core obligations rather than prolific back -office growth.In closing I 

request that the Council consider an alternative budget framework that reduces wasteful 

expenditure and aligns rates in creases with genuine needs and inflation. I do not wish to speak to 

my submission at a 

hearing.,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,

0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0

,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  

7247,338962,,Waitākere Ranges,Do not support most,I submit this submission to oppose the 

proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% for 2026/27 and to urge immediate reductions 

in wasteful Council spending. The current environment requires account ability and value for 

ratepayer money not further cost shocks.Key points:1) The proposed 7.9% average rate rise is 

excessive. It amounts to about $320 extra per average household on top of a 30% real increase since 

2022 when adjusted to 2022 dollars and we ll above price inflation. This burden falls on households 

already stretched by rising living costs.2) Expenditure on corporate and backroom functions and on 

consultants must be cut. The Alliance data show $126 million per year on consultants across the 

Cou ncil group including $60 million by the Council itself with average consultants earning around 

$200k. Personnel costs and other expenses have grown faster than inflation and direct operating 

expenditure rose 78% 2013“2023. There is clear scope to reduce th ese overheads without 

compromising essential services.3) Remove wasteful and non -essential programmes and 

allocations: - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme costing about $36 million annually which also 

emits more carbon than it saves. - Reduce Māori -specific s pending such as the $10 million per year 

on the 'Maori Outcomes' (Ngā Mātārae) department which is not a local government core function.4) 

Alternative budget and funding discipline:The Ratepayers' Alliance proposes reducing new Council 

spending by $150 mil lion (2%) achieving an average rate increase closer to 3% if implemented 

through: reducing personnel costs via organisational change and a hiring freeze (noting I do not 

support blanket payroll cuts as a solution) capping consultant spend renegotiating con tracts and 

prioritising statutory/essential services over discretionary grants.Additional observation:Stop 

wasteful spending on contractors who do not deliver value. Streamlining functions consolidating 

vendors and focusing on core municipal responsibiliti es will generate savings that protect essential 

services.Closing:I request the opportunity to present at hearings to elaborate on these points. I do 

not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  
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Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7309  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The rate rise should not outpace inflation or households' ability to pay and current data show a real 

(2022 -dollar) increase of 30 percent since 2022 while inflation has risen about 12 percent. I urge a 

substantial reduction in non -essential expenditure an d a reallocation of funds toward essential 

services.Specific positions:1) Rate increases: Oppose the 7.9 percent average rise. North Auckland 

(Wellsford) residents do not benefit from many city services yet pay the same so I support 

consideration of a tier ed rates system to reflect actual service usage and benefit.2) Corporate and 

backroom costs: The Council must curb expenditure on corporate and backroom functions across 
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the Council and CCOs.3) Consultants and professional services: Freeze or greatly reduce spending 

on consultancy and professional services; current levels are excessive and wasteful.4) Food Scraps 

Programme: Cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs abou t $36 million per year and emits 

more carbon than it saves.5) Staffing and payroll: Freeze hiring for non -essential roles and reduce 

payroll costs by not filling vacant positions a measure that could save at least $17 million 

immediately.6) Māori outcomes funding: Reconsider the $10 million/year allocated to Ngā Mātārae 

(Māori outcomes); this is not a core local government responsibility and funds should prioritise 

statutory duties and essential services.7) Budget framework: Given the scale of wasteful spen ding 

pursue a 2% reduction in new Council spending to cap rates increases at around 3 percent through 

concrete steps such as personnel cost controls cap on consultants contract renegotiations and 

vendor consolidation.8) Prioritisation: Focus on statutory a nd essential services over discretionary 

grants and limit non -core initiatives.Additional point: - A tiered rate approach for North Auckland 

residents better reflects service delivery and avoids cross -subsidising urban core services.Closing:I 

do not wish to  speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7472  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I oppose the proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% which equates to about $320 for 

the average household noting that the current average bill is $4069 and that real increases since 

2022 exceed 30 percent in that period. The rate path should n ot outpace inflation; the Auckland 

Ratepayers' Alliance has shown that a more prudent approach is possible while maintaining 

essential services.I call for a clear reduction in wasteful expenditure and a re -prioritisation of 

spending toward statutory and es sential services. Specifically: - Reduce personnel costs through 

organisational change and a hiring freeze on non -essential roles saving at least $50 million. - Cap 
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spending on consultants and professional services saving $50 million. - Renegotiate contracts and 

consolidate vendors to save a further $30 million. - Focus on essential services rather than 

discretionary grants saving $20 million.Together these measures ali gn with the Ratepayers' Alliance 

Alternative Budget to cap rate increases at around 3 percent.I also oppose ongoing expenditure on 

backroom functions and high -cost external advisers. Council spending on consultants averages 

about $200k to individual firms across the group and payroll and related costs have risen markedly 

since 2022. The Council should cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs about $36 million 

per year and appears not to deliver net carbon savings. Additionally financial discipline is re quired 

in Māori -specific spending; I question the ongoing $10 million per year directed to the Māori 

outcomes (Ngā Mātārae) department arguing that such programmes do not fall within the core 

duties of local government.A good Council should not use rate in creases as a solution to broader 

budgetary pressures. I urge disciplined budgeting and a focus on essential services and urgent cost -

control measures before considering higher rates.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a 

hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7516 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit in strong opposition to the proposed average 7.9 percent residential rates increase and call 

for substantial belt -tightening in Council and CCO spending. The rate increase would sit on top of a 

long trend of rising costs that far outpace inflation  and population growth.Key concerns and 

positions1) Oppose the 7.9 percent average increase. The impact is $320 extra per average 

household on top of a current average bill of $4069. Real increases since 2022 total 30 percent far 

above cumulative inflation  of 12 percent.2) Reduce council backroom and corporate spending. 

Spending on consultants is around $126 million annually across the Council group with the average 
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consultant earning about $200k. Direct operating expenditure and staff costs have risen well 

beyond inflation. A focus on reducing corporate and backoffice functions is essential.3) Curb 

consultancy and professional services. The current trajectory of thes e spend items cannot continue 

if rates are to remain affordable.4) Cancel non -core programmes. Cancel the Food Scraps 

Programme ($36 million/year) on the basis that it costs more in emissions than it saves.5) Freeze 

staffing or cut payroll. Not hiring for vacant non -essential roles could save at least $17 million 

immediately.6) Reduce Māori -specific spending. The $10 million/year spent on the Māori outcomes 

department (Ngā Mātārae) should be reconsidered as not a core local government 

function.Supporting co ntext - Since the 2010 Super City amalgamation rates have risen by about 

85% far outpacing inflation and population growth. - Personnel costs and other expenses have 

increased at roughly twice the rate of inflation between 2022 and 2025; payroll accounts for  about 

$1.3 billion with substantial spend on consultants and contractors. - An alternative budget approach 

offsetting new spending by $150 million (2%) could cap rates increases at around 3 percent via 

targeted reductions in personnel costs consultants con tract renegotiations and prioritising 

statutory services.Additional concernsStop the perception of self -dealing through wage rises while 

street maintenance and street signage are neglected.ClosingI do not wish to speak to my submission 

at a hearing.I submi t in a constructive and solution -focused manner to oppose the proposed 7.9 

percent average residential rates increase and to advocate for meaningful reductions in wasteful 

Council spending.1. Opposition to the rates increase and rationale - I oppose the ave rage residential 

rates increase of 7.9% (approximately $320 for the average household) as it far outstrips both 

inflation and reasonable service expectations. The real increase since 2022 is 30% while cumulative 

inflation is around 12%. - The proposed break down shows 4.4% allocated to CRL operating costs on 

top of 2% for maintaining existing assets and 1.5% for new assets. This level of growth is 

unsustainable for households and should be revisited through efficiency and prioritisation.2. 

Spending reform as a pathway to relief - The Council must reduce expenditure on corporate and 

backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs. - Reduce the spend on consultancy and 

professional services rather than continuing to increase these items. - Cancel the Food Scr aps 

Programme which costs $36 million per year and emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing 

or reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential roles which could save at least $17 

million immediately. - Cut Māori -specific spending includ ing the $10 million per year spent on the 

'Maori outcomes' department (Ngā Mātārae) as this is not a core local government function.3. 

Alignment with sensible fiscal priorities - Prioritise statutory and essential services over 

discretionary grants. - Pursue  contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation to achieve 

meaningful savings. - Under an affordable budgeting approach reduce new Council spending by at 

least $150 million (2%) capping the rate rise to approximately 3%.4. Additional point - Cut wasteful 

spending and halt pay rises for staff where not essential to service delivery.ClosingI request that 

the Council consider these efficiency measures seriously as a path to stabilise rates and protect 

households from excessive increases. I do not wish to speak  to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  
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• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  
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Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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# 7525  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit in strong opposition to the proposed 7.9 percent average residential rates increase and 

urge a comprehensive reduction of wasteful council spending before any further rate rises are 

approved.1) Rates increase and affordabilityThe proposed 7.9% ave rage increase is excessive for 

households already paying a current average of $4069 in rates (in our case as superannuiants over 

$6000 currently)  with real increases since 2022 running at about 30% in 2022 dollars while general 

inflation is around 12%. A more prudent approach is to cap the rise at 3% by trimming non -essential 

spending not raising bills on ratepayers who are already stretched.2) Wasteful spending and 
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backroom costsThe Council should reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions 

across the Council and CCOs and cut consultancy and professional services spend. Consultants cost 

about $126 million per year across the group with the Auckland Council parent spending roughly 

$60 million and typical consultants earning high fees. Direct operating expenditure has grown far 

faster than inflation while payroll and 'other expenses' have outpaced both inflation and population 

growth.3) Specific saving s proposed - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme costing $36 million/year 

and with emissions not clearly outstripping savings. - Freeze staffing and reduce payroll by not filling 

vacant non -essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately. - Cut  Māori-specific 

spending such as the $10 million/year on the Maori Outcomes department (Ngā Mātārae) arguing 

this is not a core local government function. - Implement contract renegotiations and vendor 

consolidation to achieve meaningful savings and freeze or cap discretionary grants in favour of 

essential statutory services.4) Additional concernsPlease consult the community before approving 

large suburban builds on major routes which may affect traffic parking and access near rail stations. 

Development shou ld align with housing near stations and avoid approvals that worsen congestion 

or compromise local amenity.ClosingI urge the Council to adopt the Ratepayers' Alliance plan to 

reduce new spending by $150 million (2%) capping rate increases to around 3%. I d o not wish to 

speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7533  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit opposition to the proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% for 2026/27 and urge 

a comprehensive reduction in wasteful Council spending before rate rises are approved.Key 

concerns and positions - I oppose the 7.9% average residential rate s increase (approximately $320 

for the average household). This increase far outstrips household inflation and mirrors a continuing 

pattern of rising rates since the 2010 Super City amalgamation which has seen rates rise 85% while 

population growth has bee n only 22%. - The Council must reduce expenditure on corporate and 

backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs and cut spending on consultancy and 
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professional services rather than perpetual growth in these areas. - Cancel the Food Scraps 

Programme which costs $36 million per year and emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing 

and/or reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential r oles a measure that could save 

at least $17 million immediately. - Cut Māori -specific spending including the $10 million per year 

allocated to the 'Maori outcomes' department (Ngā Mātārae) as this is not a function of local 

government.Additional context - Th e 7.9% uplift comprises 2% for maintaining existing assets 1.5% 

for new assets to accommodate growth and 4.4% for CRL operating costs. Given current pressures 

on households I favour reallocating efficiency gains toward essential services and statutory 

obli gations rather than expanding non -core activity. - A credible alternative budget would cap rate 

increases by reducing non -essential expenditure including personnel consultants and vendor costs 

while protecting essential services.ClosingI request the opportu nity to present at hearings to 

discuss these points in more detail. I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7588  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

1. Rates and budgeting - I oppose the proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9 percent 

(approximately $320 for the average household). Since 2010 rates have risen 85% while population 

growth and inflation have not kept pace; households deserve res traint and value for money not 

continÃºa increases well above inflation.2. Spending restraint and efficiency - The Council must 

reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs. 

Significant savings are achievable thr ough organisational efficiency and better governance. - Reduce 

spending on consultancy and professional services rather than allowing these items to continue 
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rising. The current level of consultants represents waste that should be redirected to core services. - 

Freeze staffing or reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential roles. This alone would 

save at least $17 million immediately and contribu te to a more prudent budget. - Cancel the Food 

Scraps Programme which costs about $36 million per year and based on available information emits 

more carbon than it saves. Redirect resources to essential services with demonstrable 

environmental and social be nefits.3. Māori -specific spending - Cut Māori -specific spending such as 

the Ngā Mātārae 'Maori outcomes' department which is reported as $10 million per year. Local 

government should prioritise statutory and essential services over discretionary programmes. 4. 

Overall spend discipline - The Council should prioritise statutory and essential services and 

scrutinise discretionary grants to ensure taxpayer funds are used where necessary and 

effective.ClosingI request that Council consider these positions and refle ct a commitment to 

controlling rates growth in line with value received and with a focus on reducing wasteful and non -

essential spending.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7674  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit this local government submission to oppose the proposed 7.9 percent average residential 

rates increase and to advocate for tighter control of wasteful Council spending with a constructive 

focus on practical savings and better stewardship of ratepa yer funds.Position and rationale1) 

Oppose the average residential rates increase of at least 7.9% and recognise that the current 

average residential rates bill is $4069 with a real increase since 2022 of 30 percent (versus 12 

percent inflation). The propos ed breakdown2% for existing assets 1.5% for growth assets 4.4% for 

CRL operating costsdemonstrates a need to prioritise core services and efficiency over higher 
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charges to households.2) Reduce wasteful spend particularly in corporate and backroom functions 

consultants and non -essential payroll. The Alliance figures show $126 million per year on 

consultants across the Council group $1.3 billion payroll and a substa ntial rise in staff and other 

expenses since 2022. A targeted reduction in personnel costs through hiring freezes and smarter 

restructuring could save at least $50 million with further $50 million savings from limiting 

consultancy and professional services .3) Cancel or pause non -core programmes and reallocate 

funds to essential services. Specifically I support cancelling the Food Scraps Programme (costing 

$36 million/year and not demonstrably saving net carbon) and freezing non -essential roles to 

protect es sential services.4) Reprioritise spending and improve accountability. I oppose continued 

growth in Māori -specific spending such as the Ngā Mātārae department when not aligned with the 

statutory duties of local government. I also urge contract renegotiation s vendor consolidation and 

a focus on statutory obligations over discretionary grants. An overall reduction target of around 

$150 million would cap the rates increase to about 3 percent sustaining essential services and 

reducing ratepayer burden. I would a lso flag concerns about road works spending if it does not 

deliver clear value for money.Closing and hearing requestI request that the Council consider these 

reductions and the alternative budget framework in its deliberations. I do not wish to speak to my  

submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

518



 
 
 

 

Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7684  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit in a constructive and solution -focused manner to oppose the proposed 7.9 percent average 

residential rates increase and to advocate for a tighter more value -driven council budget.Key 

concerns - The proposed 7.9% average increase is excessive in the  current economic context. With 

the current average residential rates bill at $4069 and urban growth expectations residents face a 

real -terms burden well above inflation. The allocation split2% for maintaining existing assets 1.5% 

for new assets as Aucklan d grows and 4.4% for CRL operating costsshould be reassessed to 

prioritise essential services and efficiency. - Wasteful or excessive expenditure must be tackled. The 
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Council's use of consultants (about $126 million per year across the group) and high payroll costs 

(6123 employees on six -figure salaries; 72 staff earning more than the mayor's $306741) are areas 

ripe for reform. Direct operating expenditure has risen far  faster than inflation and the cost of 

corporate and backroom functions is out of step with service outcomes. - The Māori outcomes 

budget and non -core programmes deserve scrutiny. The $171 million over 10 years on Māori 

outcomes including Ngā Mātārae should  be clarified for necessity and alignment with local 

government responsibilities. The Food Scraps Programme costing about $36 million per year and 

reportedly emitting more carbon than it saves should be cancelled or redirected to priorities with 

demonstrab le net benefits.Proposal for savings and then a capped rates path - Adopt the Auckland 

Ratepayers' Alliance Alternative Budget: reduce new council spending by about $150 million (2%) 

enabling an average rate increase nearer to 3%. This includes: (a) freezin g non -essential hires and 

reducing payroll costs; (b) capping spending on consultants; (c) contract renegotiations and vendor 

consolidation; (d) prioritising statutory and essential services over discretionary grants. - 

Specifically: reduce personnel costs through organisational change and a hiring freeze; cut 

consultant spend; seek value -for-money in all contracts; and de -emphasise discretionary spend on 

non-core programmes. - Enforce budget discipline so departments must justify each expenditure 

and do not automatically receive increased budgets year -on-year.Additional pointsGross 

unnecessary spending must stop. There are examples of underserviced infrastructure alongside 

rate rises which is untenable.ClosingI would like the opportunity to speak to my submis sion at a 

hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  
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N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7685  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit my opposition to the proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% for 2026/27 and 

to the further growth in spending that underpins it. In my view rates increases should reflect 

inflation not outpace it by nearly 8%.Key concerns - The propose d 7.9% increase equates to about 

$320 more per average household on top of a real rates rise since 2022 of 30% (well above 12% 

inflation). This is unaffordable for many households and does not align with growing costs of living. - 

A substantial portion of t he rise is tied to CRL operating costs (4.4%) while maintaining and 

expanding assets also consumes 3.5% combined. This reflects continued high level expenditure 
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growth that warrants scrutiny. - Council spending on consultants and backroom functions is 

excessive. The Alliance notes $126 million per year across the Council group with the average 

consultant around $200000. I support reducing personnel costs and cappin g consultancy spend to 

realign priorities with essential services. - Payroll and six -figure salaries remain a concern. With 6123 

staff on six -figure packages and 72 staff earning more than the Mayor there is a case for restraint 

and efficiency alongside a f reeze on non -essential hires. - I request prioritisation of statutory and 

essential services over discretionary grants and reform of vendor arrangements to deliver better 

value.Preferred changes (aligned with my positions) - Oppose the 7.9% average rise; aim  to cap 

increases at around 3% by saving on administration consultants and non -essential payroll. - Freeze 

staffing where roles are non -essential and reduce payroll costs through a controlled hiring freeze. - 

Cancel the Food Scraps Programme (costs $36 milli on/year) and its carbon benefits prioritising core 

services. - Cancel or significantly reduce Māori Outcomes spending (Ngā Mātārae) arguing it is not a 

core local -government function. - Reform contracting: curb consultants and renegotiate supplier 

terms to a chieve substantial savings.Additional pointsPlease stop wasteful spending on speed 

humps excessive traffic signals and unnecessary road markings. Focus on core services to keep 

Auckland affordable and attractive.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a  hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7750  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The current rate increases are well above inflation and have delivered a real rise in rates since 2022 

of 30 percent while inflation has been 12 percent. The proposed 7.9 percent increase equates to 

about $320 for the average household on top of a steadily  rising rates bill that now sits around 

$4069.I agree with the Auckland Ratepayers' Alliance position that the Council should: - Oppose the 

average residential rates increase by at least 7.9 percent. - Reduce expenditure on corporate and 

backroom office func tions across the Council and CCOs. - Reduce spend on consultancy and 

professional services rather than increasing these items. - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme 
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costing about $36 million per year which reportedly emits more carbon than it saves. - Freeze 

staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -essential roles which could save at 

least $17 million immediately. - Cut Māori -specific spending s uch as the $10 million per year on the 

'Maori outcomes' department (Ngā Mātārae) given this is not a core local government 

role.Additional priority: cut so -called cultural expenditure that is not essential to statutory 

responsibilities.These savings align with a Budget approach that caps rate increases at around 3 

percent by reducing new spending by about $150 million through targeted changes: $50 million by 

reducing personnel costs $50 million by capping consultants $30 million via renegotiations and 

vendo r consolidation and $20 million by prioritising statutory and essential services over 

discretionary grants.I urge the Council to prioritise core services and statutory responsibilities 

restore affordability for households and demonstrate value for money th rough transparent targeted 

spending reductions.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7821 

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

While I acknowledge Council's investment priorities the cumulative burden on ratepayers has 

become unsustainable and requires immediate recalibration.Financial Impact AnalysisThe 

proposed increase of approximately $320 per annum would bring the average res idential rates bill 

to approximately $4389. This represents the third consecutive year of above -inflation 

increases:Year Rates Increase Average Bill Cumulative Impact2024/25        6.8%       $3846 (est.)           

-2025/26 5.8%        $4069                +5.8%2026/27 7.9% (proposed) $4389              +14.1% (2 years)Since 

2022 when the average residential bill was approximately $2781 ratepayers have experienced a 
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cumulative real increase of approximately 30% significantly outpacing the 12% inflation over the 

same period. This divergence represents a fundamental affordability crisis for Auckland 

households.Requested Actions1. Cap the Rates Increase to 3%I request th at the Council adopt a 

maximum 3% rates increase for 2026/27 achieved through targeted expenditure reductions. The 

Ratepayers' Alliance has identified a credible pathway to reduce new Council spending by $150 

million (approximately 2% of the operating budg et) through the following measures:¢ Personnel 

cost reductions ($50 million): Implementing organisational restructuring and a targeted hiring 

freeze for non -essential positions¢ Consultant spending cap ($50 million): Establishing strict 

controls on externa l consulting expenditure¢ Contract optimisation ($30 million): Pursuing vendor 

consolidation and contract renegotiations across the Council group¢ Service prioritisation ($20 

million): Redirecting funding from discretionary grants to statutory and essentia l services2. Reduce 

Non -Essential Corporate ExpenditureCouncil and its Council Controlled Organisations (CCOs) 

collectively allocate substantial resources to consulting services and back -office functions. 

Published data indicates approximately $126 million  per annum across the group on consultant 

engagement with the parent organisation alone accounting for $60 million. Given that average 

consultant day rates approach $200000 annually there exists a significant opportunity for cost 

containment.I request that  the Council implement immediate controls on discretionary corporate 

spending to redirect resources toward frontline service delivery and infrastructure maintenance.3. 

Implement Organisational Efficiency MeasuresCurrent staffing data reveals 6123 employees  across 

Council and CCOs earning six -figure salaries with 72 staff compensated above the Mayor's salary of 

$306741. While recognising the need for specialist expertise I submit that this salary structure 

warrants review.I request Council:¢ Institute a recr uitment freeze for non -essential roles¢ Conduct 

a comprehensive role consolidation review¢ Target minimum savings of $17 million through 

organisational efficiency4. Reassess the Food Scraps Collection ProgrammeThe kerbside food 

scraps programme costing app roximately $36 million per annum requires rigorous cost -benefit 

analysis. Given uncertainties regarding emissions reduction outcomes relative to programme costs 

I request Council either defer programme expansion or conduct an independent review to validate  

the environmental and economic case for continuation.5. Refocus Expenditure on Core Council 

FunctionsCouncil currently allocates approximately $10 million per annum to the Māori outcomes 

department (Ngā Mātārae). While respectful of cultural partnership o bligations under the Local 

Government Act 2002 I submit that discretionary spending beyond statutory requirements should 

be reassessed in the current fiscal environment.I request Council prioritise core local government 

functionsroading water infrastructur e waste management and regulatory servicesover programmes 

that extend beyond these traditional responsibilities.Broader Context and ConcernsThe 2026/27 

increase is attributed primarily to the City Rail Link (CRL) ownership and operational costs of 

approxim ately $235 million annually. While major infrastructure investment is necessary the timing 

and funding approach merit reconsideration given:¢ Ongoing cost -of-living pressures affecting 

Auckland households¢ Limited rates increase forecasts (3.5% from 2027/2 8) suggesting this peak 

is avoidable through phased implementation¢ Alternative funding mechanisms that could spread 

costs more equitably across beneficiaries and time periodsAuckland's median house price has 

remained relatively flat in real terms over rec ent years declining to $1014000 as at February 2026. 

Residential property owners are experiencing asset stagnation while facing escalating holding 

costs. This combination threatens housing affordability and economic sustainability across the 

region.Closing  StatementI acknowledge Council's infrastructure investment obligations and the 

complexity of managing a diverse growing city. However the proposed 7.9% increase represents an 
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unacceptable burden on ratepayers who have already absorbed significant above -inflation 

increases.I respectfully request that Council:¢ Revise the proposed Annual Plan to cap residential 

rates increases at 3%¢ Implement the expenditure reduction measures o utlined above¢ Provide 

transparent reporting on efficiency gains and cost containment efforts¢ Consider alternative 

funding mechanisms for major projects to smooth inter -generational cost distributionThe current 

trajectory is neither sustainable nor equita ble. I urge Council to demonstrate fiscal discipline and 

deliver an affordable rates outcome for all Aucklanders.I do not wish to speak to my submission at 

a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  
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• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7907  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The proposed increase is not affordable for households and represents a rate rise well above 

inflation with the average household seeing about a $320 increase on a current bill of $4069.Key 

concerns and demands: - The 7.9% increase is excessive. The Council  must cap average residential 

rates to no more than 3% if possible by delivering substantial savings as outlined below. - Reduce 

corporate and backroom functions across the Council and CCOs. Direct savings are needed to avoid 

another sharp rise in rates. - Reduce spend on consultancy and professional services. The current 

level of $126 million per year (including $60 million by the Council) is unsustainable and should be 
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a priority for cuts. - Cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs $36 million per year and emits 

more carbon than it saves. - Freeze staffing and/or reduce payroll costs by not hiring for vacant non -

essential roles which alone would save at least $17 milli on immediately. - Cut Māori -specific 

spending such as the $10 million per year on the Maori outcomes department (Ngā Mātārae). Local 

government should prioritise statutory and essential services over discretionary projects.The 

Council's current spending tra jectory shows personnel costs and other expenses rising faster than 

inflation with large commitments to consultants contractors and six -figure salaries. Reducing non -

essential expenditure and re -prioritising funding to essential services will better align rates with 

real needs and growth.I ask the Council to engage in genuine restraint implement the outlined 

savings and present a transparent plan to keep rates affordable for households while maintaining 

core services.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  
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• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7954  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I write to oppose the proposed average residential rates increase of 7.9% and to urge a credible 

program of cost reduction and value -for-money across the Council and CCOs.I cannot afford another 

rate rise and a 7.9% increase (about $320 for the average hou sehold) is unaffordable for many 

ratepayers. Since 2010 rates have risen by 85% in real terms far outpacing inflation and population 

growth. The proposed breakdown2% to maintain assets 1.5% for growth and 4.4% for CRL operating 

costsdoes not address the fu ndamental need to control costs.I Agrees that the Council needs to 

reduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and CCOs and 
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to curb spending on consultancy and professional services. The current level of consultants at 

about $126 million per year across the group with average contracts around $200k is unsustainable.I 

also Agrees that personnel costs should be restrained. Freezi ng staffing or reducing payroll costs 

by not hiring for vacant non -essential roles could save at least $17 million immediately. The payroll 

figure of $1.3 billion plus $590 million on consultants warrants urgent prudent retrenchment and 

reform.I Agrees tha t the Council should cut Māori -specific spending such as the roughly $10 

million/year on the 'Maori outcomes' department (Ngā Mātārae) if such expenditure is not essential 

to core local government functions. Other spending should be prioritised towards sta tutory and 

essential services over discretionary grants.I does not support and disagrees with any continuation 

of commitments that push up operating costs when alternatives exist. I urge renegotiations and 

vendor consolidation to achieve savings.The Ratepa yers' Alliance Alternative Budget demonstrates 

a practical path: reduce new spending by $150 million (2%) capping the rate rise to about 3% 

through personnel reforms consultant caps contract renegotiations and prioritising essential 

services.I do not wish to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7960  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

Key concerns and positions1) Rate impact and affordability - The proposed 7.9% average increase 

translates to about $320 for the average household on top of an already high rates burden. The 

current average residential bill is $4069 with a real increase sin ce 2022 of about 30% in 2022 dollars 

far exceeding cumulative inflation (12%).2) Wasteful expenditure and reform priorities - The Council 

shouldReduce expenditure on corporate and backroom office functions across the Council and 

CCOs. - The Council should re duce spend on consultancy and professional services instead of 

continuing to grow these costs. - The Council should freeze staffing or reduce payroll costs by not 
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hiring for vacant non -essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately. - The Council 

should cancel the Food Scraps Programme which costs about $36 million per year and based on 

independent assessments emits more carbon than it saves. - The Council should cut Māori -specific 

spending such as the $10 million per year spent on the 'Maori outcomes' department (Ngā Mātārae) 

noting that this is not a function of local government.3) Budget realignment and alternative 

approach - I support the Ratepaye rs' Alliance proposal to reduce new Council spending by $150 

million (2% reduction) to cap annual residential rate increases at around 3% by prioritising 

statutory and essential services over discretionary grants with concrete savings allocated to 

personne l costs consultants contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation.4) Economic 

context - Since the 2010 Super City amalgamation rates have risen by 85% far outpacing inflation 

and population growth. A targeted responsible reallocation of resources is esse ntial to restore 

ratepayer confidence.ClosingI request that the Council considers these positions and delivers a 

more affordable rates outcome through careful expenditure restraint and prioritisation.I do not wish 

to speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

543



# 7960  

 

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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Annual Plan 2026 -2027                                

# 7969  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

The proposed 7.9% uplift is excessive when measured against inflation and population growth. The 

current average residential bill is about $4069 with a real increase since 2022 of 30 percent (vs. 12 

percent inflation). The components of the rise include 4. 4% for CRL operating costs plus 2% for 

existing asset maintenance and 1.5% for new assets. This overstates the cost burden on households 

and diverts attention from prudent savings.I support the Auckland Ratepayers' Alliance position to 

reduce wasteful spen ding. Specifically I urge: - Reducing personnel costs by freezing non -essential 

vacancies and limiting hiring to essential roles which could save at least $17 million immediately. - 
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Capping spending on consultants and professional services; the current annual expenditure on 

consultants totals about $126 million across the Council group with the average consultant around 

$200000. - Contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation to ach ieve better value for money with 

potential savings around $30 million. - Prioritising statutory and essential services over 

discretionary grants and reducing non -core programmes.I also request cancellation of the Food 

Scraps Programme which costs about $36 million per year and emits more carbon than it saves and 

a reduction in Māori -specific spending such as the $10 million per year directed to Ngā Mātārae 

(Māori outcomes) as this is not a core local government function.An alternative budget framework 

sugges ted by ratepayers highlights reducing new Council spending by $150 million (2%) to cap rates 

at around 3% achieved through the measures above and targeted efficiency gains. This approach 

would protect essential services while easing the burden on household s.I request the opportunity 

to present at hearings to discuss these proposals and provide supporting evidence.I do not wish to 

speak to my submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 

Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  
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We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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# 7980  

Note : T his simplified version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of 
publishing submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed, 
and handwritten submissions have been transcribed.  
 

Submitter details:  

Organisation:  N/A 

Local Board : Waitākere Ranges  

Your feedback : 

Question 1: Our overall plan and proposed increases to rates  

Our Annual Plan 2026/2027 builds on the first two years of our Long -term Plan 2024 -2034 (LTP). 

It focuses on continuing to strengthen our finances and Auckland’s physical resilience, while 

investing where it is needed most to meet the needs of our growing communities.  

In 2026/2027 that includes prioritising investment in:  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Helping local boards respond to the needs of their communities.  

This annual plan also proposes how we will pay for services and investments, including a 7.9 

per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property. The increase in rates is mainly 

due to the $235 million yearly cost to run and own the City Rail  Link, the bulk of which is interest 

and depreciation costs for the council’s share of CRL.  

Individual rates increase will vary by property type and value. Use our online rates guide to find 

out the proposed rates for your property.  

Q1: What do you think of the proposed annual plan?  

Do not support most  

Tell us why  

I submit in a strong and direct voice to oppose the proposed average residential rates increase of 

7.9 percent and to call for substantial reductions in wasteful Council spending to protect 

households in this difficult economy.Key concerns - The proposed 7. 9% rise equates to about $320 

for the average household on top of a current average bill of around $4069. Since 2022 the real 

increase is 30% well above cumulative inflation while population growth has been 22%. This is 

unsustainable for ratepayers already  stretched by the cost of living. - The cost drivers are 

disproportionate: 4.4% for CRL operating costs plus 2% for maintaining existing assets and 1.5% for 
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new assets as Auckland grows. A rethink of priorities is essential if we are to curb waste and deliver 

core services more efficiently. - The affordability imperative requires reducing overall expenditure 

on corporate and backroom functions and cutting consu ltancy and professional services rather than 

permitting further growth in these areas. - Wasteful and unnecessary spending must be addressed 

now. I support cancelling the Food Scraps Programme which costs $36 million per year and emits 

more carbon than it s aves. - Staffing and payroll costs must be restrained. Freeze vacancies and 

avoid hiring for non -essential roles to save at least $17 million immediately. - Maori-specific 

spending should be re -evaluated. The $10 million per year allocated to the Māori outco mes 

department (Ngā Mātārae) should be reassessed as a function of local government.Alternative 

budget approachThe Ratepayers' Alliance proposes reducing new Council spending by $150 million 

(about 2%) which would cap the average residential rates increase  at roughly 3%. This would require 

targeted savings from: - Reducing personnel costs through organisational change and a hiring 

freeze - Capping spending on consultants - Contract renegotiations and vendor consolidation - 

Prioritising statutory and essential s ervices over discretionary grantsAdditional pointJC can you 

guys be realistic?! Who can afford this in this economy?ClosingI do not wish to speak to my 

submission at a hearing.  

Question 2: Changes to other rates, fees and charges  

Besides the 7.9 per cent rates increase for an average -value residential property, the annual 

plan includes changes to a range of other rates, fees and charges. These include:  

• Introduction of a refuse bin/bag exchange fee  

• Changes to the Kingsland and Onehunga Business Improvement District (BID) programme 

areas  

• Waitākere Rural Sewerage Scheme  

• An Auckland Transport proposal to increase residential parking permit fees in specific 

areas.  

Q2: What do you think about these proposed changes?  

N/A 

Question 3: Local board priorities  

Q3: Which local board(s) would you like to provide feedback on?  

N/A 

 

Question 4: Other feedback  

Q4: Do you have any other comments on the Annual Plan 202 6/202 7? 

Including the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 202 6/202 7 (Section 3 of Consultation 

document)  

N/A 
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Question  5: Looking further ahead / shaping Auckland’s longer -

term future  

We also want your feedback on longer -term priorities that will help shape the city over time.  

We are planning some discussions for next year that will inform plans and strategies that will 

shape Auckland’s future. These plans and strategies include (but are not limited to):  

• Regional transport plans  

• Water service strategies  

• Auckland’s spatial plan  

• Our 2027 –2037 long -term plan, which will set funding priorities for regional and local 

priorities listed below.  

We will continue to invest and deliver in all our investment areas, but we want to understand 

your priorities.  

Q5: Which areas are most important to you over the long term?  

(Please use the boxes to rank in order of importance, with 1 being the most important and 6 being 

the least important.)  

 

Q5 Comment: What specific council activities or services do you most want us to 

prioritise, and why?  

N/A 

Question 6: City centre  

Rank  Area  

 Economic development and events – growing Auckland’s economy and supporting 

events,  tourism and creative industries.  

 
Local parks, community and recreation services – local parks, sports fields and other 

physical  recreation services, libraries, community centres and services, and funding 

community -led initiatives.  

 
Planning and infrastructure to manage growth – planning how and where Auckland 

grows,  rebuilding urban centres, improving infrastructure, and coordinating land -use 

with public services.  

 
Regional parks and environment – looking after Auckland’s natural areas, streams, 

coastal zones  and cultural heritage, reducing waste, and supporting community -led 

environmental projects  

 Transport – roads, public transport, walking and cycling, and making it easier, safer and 

more  sustainable for people to move around  

 
Flood resilience – reducing flood risks, upgrading stormwater systems and protecting 

waterways.  
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Auckland’s City Centre is the economic heart of our region. Overall, the city centre accounts for 

about a fifth of everything produced in Auckland’s economy.  We want to make public spaces 

work better for people, get more value from major investments in transport, and make sure 

council helps the city centre thrive as a place to live, work, study, and visit.  

Q6: What improvements do you think we should prioritise in the city centre?  
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