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SUBMISSION TO AUCKLAND COUNCIL 
WESTERN SPRINGS STADIUM 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit on this issue. In the first instance may I give 
a little bit of information about myself. 
 
I urge you to review it, not that the issue is about me, but I’m surely representative of 
thousands of people who have passed through the sporting history of this city and 
had the benefit and privilege of being able to play on Council and Ratepayer funded 
sporting grounds. 
 
Raised in Mt Albert, as a youngster I played Rugby League for Mt Albert at Fowlds 
Park and Hendon Avenue. Whilst attending Avondale College, played rugby for the 
school in the morning and league for the club in the afternoon. Lucky enough in 1959 
to be selected in the New Zealand Rugby League School Boys team and then 
Avondale College 1st Rugby XV. On finishing school, was urged by school master, 
Geoff Sinclair to join Ponsonby Rugby Club to further my playing career. This I did 
and never regretted. Played in the clubs under 21 (3rd grade) until selected for the 
senior team. Having to give up playing at an early age due to health issues, I turned 
my attention to coaching and later managing senior teams and administrative duties. 
 
Ponsonby Rugby although quite famous had struggled to exist around the 1960’s 
and 70’s, probably because of Urbanisation and the tendency for people to move to 
the suburbs where they worked, played and supported local clubs. When I started to 
coach, Ponsonby had no children’s teams and very few grade teams, so I set about 
trying to form a couple of children’s teams by encouraging existing members to direct 
children, grandchildren, nephews and cousins to support our inner-city club which 
was dying. A little bit of success here and eventually we were able to put two 
children’s teams into the Auckland competition. Had great help from existing senior 
players such as Robert Scanlan, son of former boxing champion, Tuna, to achieve 
this. I mention this as the Scanlans, like many others, were a family now based in 
West Auckland but were happy to put effort back into the city club, like many have 
since. 
 
At this time Ponsonby had its headquarters in Blake Street and were lucky enough to 
share grounds with Ponsonby Rugby League which were leased from the Education 
Board. With a return to inner city living both rugby and league clubs had to surrender 
this privilege and make way for a new school to be built. 
 
Auckland Council came to the rescue and was able to allocate playing fields to a 
now growing rugby club, at Coxes Bay. With the clubs social and training assets still 
at Blake Street this was not ideal but certainly kept the club alive. Playing at Coxes 
Bay also proved to be problematic and my recollection is that there was massive 
opposition from residents in Coxes Bay culminating in the Council moving the club to 
Western Springs. Undoubtably the Club’s official submission will detail this phase of 
the club’s existence in more detail. It alarms me to now read that the Council, as one 
of its solutions to house Ponsonby Rugby, proposes to relocate the club back to 
Coxes Bay. Has the aforementioned opposition now disappeared? I don’t think so. 
There is also mention of utilising Victoria Park. The club could not survive another 
split operation. 
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Why does the Mowbray Empire backed by billionaire Bill Foley want to build a 
12,500 seat complex at Western Springs, when their Auckland Football Club, in its 
first year, is attracting crowds in excess of 20,000? Are they expecting their club to 
go the same way as the Auckland based NZ Knights did a few years ago, whose 
demise led to the formation of the Phoenix, based in Wellington. One would hope 
not, but are Foley and Mowbray hoping to secure some cheap land to broaden their 
already extensive global empires, on the back of AFC whilst AFC is riding high? 
 
To this extent, no one at Ponsonby Rugby is going to make a cent out of being 
domiciled at Western Springs. Current committee and members are charged with 
continuing to run the 150-year-old club for the children and youth of the Ponsonby, 
Freemans Bay,  Grey Lynn,  Point Chevalier and Westmere areas. Where will Foley, 
Mowbray and AFC be in 150 years? 150 being the number of years Ponsonby has 
catered for the youth of these suburbs and further afield. 
 
Like Ponsonby and as a ratepayer I would expect Auckland Council to accept, as 
they have in the past, the financial responsibility of providing sporting facilities for the 
youth and children of the vast suburban area mentioned in the paragraph above. 
 
I don’t envy you the task of this balancing act but remind you, not everything can be 
governed by a balance sheet. The youth and children of today and tomorrow need to 
be catered for. 
 
When Ponsonby lost the use of the school grounds at Blake/Clarence streets they 
survived utilising their indoor training facility until the Council was able to make 
grounds available at Coxes Bay and then Western Springs. Under the initiative of the 
late Lindsay Colling and others, a similar indoor facility was established at Western 
Springs. This was with the support of Councillors at the time. This indoor facility is 
utilised twelve months of the year and is a God send in Auckland’s fickle weather. 
Not only does it cater for other sports and activities but allows preservation of fields 
during adverse weather. Loss of this amenity would be huge and costly to relocate 
elsewhere, if in fact the Council allowed it. 
 
A following graphic gives an indication as to the size of the club. It does not include 
coaches and managers registered with the Club and Auckland Rugby Football 
Union. Add to these numbers, parents, immediate and extended family, friends, 
supporters, old & past members and you start to get an indication of the size and 
influence of the Ponsonby Rugby Club. It is significant and far reaching. 
 
Ponsonby Rugby Club has produced 48 All Blacks, more than any other club in New 
Zealand. This includes legendary figures like Dave Gallaher. The club has also had 
21 All Blacks who were chosen for New Zealand while with other clubs during their 
careers, including such players as the late Keith Murdoch and Life Members Keith 
Nelson and the late Lin Colling. 
 
The number of All Blacks produced is significant but the other players, coaches, 
managers and support for them is far greater and there is no reason, with the right 
facilities this phenomenal record should not continue.  
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The following extract of a report from the Auckland Rugby Football Union shows the 
strength of the club by playing numbers and ethnicity. Ranking number 1 and 3 over 
the reported categories. 
 
As mentioned earlier in this submission, these figures don’t include the support 
teams, families, friends and supporters that make up these teams. 
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If required, the full “Insights Report” on Ponsonby Rugby  compiled by Auckland 
Rugby can be supplied. 
 
Thank you for considering my submission and if you feel that any of the points need 
clarifying or expanding on, I would be more than willing to appear at any hearing. 
 

This Submission supports: 
 
OPTION 2: WESTERN SPRINGS BOWL 
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Submission to Auckland Council – Future Use of Western Springs
Stadium

Date: 29 May 2025
To: Auckland Council – AK Have Your Say
Re: Submission in Support of Auckland Arena (Option 1) – Addressing
Auckland’s Indoor Sports Infrastructure Deficit

Introduction

1. I refer to the Consultation Document issued by Auckland City Council, dated 19
May to 15 June 2025, which seeks public feedback on the future use of Western
Springs Stadium, presenting three distinct options for consideration.

2. This submission unequivocally supports the Auckland Arena proposal, referred to
herein as "Option 1", as the preferred strategy for the redevelopment of Western
Springs Stadium. In my considered opinion, Option 1 constitutes a strategically
astute and forward-thinking investment that directly mitigates Auckland’s
well-documented and critical deficiency in indoor sporting facilities—particularly
for basketball—while concurrently delivering sustained environmental, economic,
and social advantages to the region.

3. I respectfully submit that Option 1 is fully consonant with Auckland Council’s
statutory and policy obligations to foster community wellbeing, enhance
economic vitality, and advance sustainable urban development. Accordingly, I
strongly urge the Council to adopt Option 1 as the most prudent and beneficial
course of action for the future of Western Springs Stadium and the broader
Auckland community.

Auckland’s Indoor Sports Infrastructure Deficit

4. Auckland faces a significant and persistent shortfall in indoor court facilities, a
constraint that materially restricts the accessibility and growth of basketball—a
sport marked by substantial participation increases across diverse demographics.
This deficit constitutes a substantive impediment to community engagement and
athletic advancement, particularly in the central and western suburbs where
existing infrastructure is demonstrably inadequate.

5. The consequences of this shortfall are threefold:

a. Restricted Participation Opportunities: Local clubs and educational
institutions are forced to impose enrolment limits and maintain waiting lists
due to insufficient court space, thereby curtailing access to organised sport
for youth and community members.
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b. Impeded Talent Cultivation: The absence of purpose-built venues for
training and competition undermines Auckland’s capacity to nurture
emerging athletes to national or professional levels.

c. Disparities in Access: The infrastructure gap disproportionately affects
underserved communities, exacerbating inequities and hindering efforts to
leverage sport as a vehicle for social cohesion.

6. I contend that Option 1 provides a direct and effective remedy to these
deficiencies by delivering purpose-designed indoor facilities, thereby fulfilling a
critical need within Auckland’s sporting ecosystem.

Merits of Option 1: Auckland Arena

7. Option 1 offers a comprehensive and sustainable solution, underpinned by four
key pillars of public benefit:

(a) Targeted Sports Infrastructure

1. The Auckland Arena will provide high-performance basketball courts
capable of supporting both grassroots participation and elite competition.
Its tailored design will enable structured training programs, coaching
initiatives, and regional tournaments, significantly enhancing Auckland’s
sporting capacity.

2. Specific benefits include:

 Elevating Competitive Standards:With a capacity of 12,500 to
15,000 seats, the arena is equipped to host regional, national, and
international tournaments, positioning Auckland as a preeminent
basketball hub and showcasing local talent.

 Fostering Talent Development: Modern facilities will empower youth
programs, schools, and clubs with the resources necessary to cultivate
future athletes of distinction.

 Broadening Participation: The provision of indoor courts will alleviate
current capacity constraints, dismantling barriers to engagement and
expanding access, particularly for younger demographics.

(b) Economic Contribution and Event Hosting

3. The arena’s substantial seating capacity enables it to accommodate major
sporting and entertainment events, generating economic uplift through
increased activity in hospitality, retail, and tourism sectors. This aligns with
Auckland’s strategic objectives for economic resilience and regional
prominence.

(c) Environmental Sustainability
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4. Option 1 incorporates advanced sustainability measures, including solar
energy generation, water reuse systems, natural ventilation, and
energy-efficient construction materials. These features reflect a
commitment to environmental stewardship and accord with Auckland
Council’s climate resilience and green infrastructure priorities.

5. The arena’s design ensures:

 Minimized Ecological Impact: Sustainable technologies reduce the
venue’s environmental footprint, supporting long-term ecological
goals.

 Versatile Utilization: Its adaptable configuration accommodates
diverse functions—ranging from sports to cultural events—maximizing
year-round value.

 Future Adaptability: The scalable structure allows for technological
upgrades or expanded uses, ensuring enduring relevance.

(d) Community Engagement and Inclusion

6. Beyond its sporting purpose, the arena will function as a multipurpose
community asset, hosting health, education, and cultural initiatives. Its
accessible design prioritizes inclusivity for all Aucklanders, irrespective of
age, background, or ability.

7. Community benefits include:

 A Social Nexus: The venue will support school events, cultural
gatherings, and fitness programs, fostering a vibrant hub for
interaction.

 Youth Empowerment: Superior facilities in a central location will
enable after-school programs, leadership training, and social initiatives,
enhancing youth development.

 Local Enhancement: By attracting diverse audiences, the arena will
stimulate commerce, create employment opportunities, and elevate
Auckland’s status as an inclusive metropolis.

8. Furthermore, the arena’s modular architecture ensures its capacity to evolve with
community needs, safeguarding its utility and value over time.

Deficiencies of Alternative Options

9. In contrast, the alternative options fail to adequately address Auckland’s indoor
infrastructure needs and deliver limited public benefit:

10.Option 2 (Western Springs Bowl): While potentially enhancing the venue’s
suitability for music and festivals, this option does not respond to the pressing
demand for indoor sports facilities. It represents a narrowly scoped investment
with minimal year-round utility, falling short of resolving the identified deficit.
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11.Option 3 (Do Nothing/Alternative Investigation): Maintaining the status quo or
postponing action constitutes an unacceptable deferral of responsibility. Such an
approach perpetuates existing inequities and undermines the wellbeing and
aspirations of Auckland’s communities, particularly its youth.

Conclusion

12.Option 1—Auckland Arena—stands as a strategic, sustainable, and socially
beneficial investment in Auckland’s future. It directly remedies a critical
infrastructure shortfall, secures long-term economic and environmental
advantages, and strengthens the region’s social fabric.

13. I respectfully urge Auckland Council and Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to adopt
Option 1 without delay. Its implementation will affirm a resolute commitment to
equity, community wellbeing, and progressive urban development, delivering
tangible benefits to Aucklanders for generations to come.

Yours faithfully,

Member of the People Panel
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