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Submission to Auckland Council on the Future Use of 
Western Springs Stadium 
From: Auckland Basketball Services Ltd 
Date: 13 June 2025 
To: Auckland Council – AK Have Your Say 
Re: Strong Support for Auckland Arena (Option 1) – Enabling Basketball Infrastructure Growth 

Overview 

Auckland Basketball Services (ABS) is a regional organisation established to support basketball 
in our region.  ABS provides services to the three largest Basketball Associations in New 
Zealand – Basketball Auckland, Waitakere West Basketball and Counties Manukau Basketball.  
We strongly support the Auckland Arena proposal (Option 1) for the redevelopment of Western 
Springs Stadium into a 12,500–15,000 capacity multi-purpose venue. We believe this initiative is 
critical to addressing the chronic shortage of indoor courts and high-performance basketball 
infrastructure in Auckland and will significantly enable the growth and development of 
basketball at all levels in the region. 

 

The Need for Basketball Infrastructure 

Auckland currently faces a critical shortfall in indoor basketball courts, which limits 
participation, disrupts competition schedules, and prevents the delivery of consistent training and 
development opportunities across junior, youth, and senior levels. Multiple independent studies, 
including council-commissioned reports and Sport New Zealand research, have confirmed that 
basketball is one of the fastest-growing sports in Auckland, yet court availability has not kept 
pace. For example, School Sport NZ (2024) data tell us 7,668 secondary school students play 
organised basketball in our Auckland region. This is 28% of the total nation’s secondary school 
basketball players. Basketball is one of the fastest growing sports for tamariki, rangatahi and 
older youth.  Auckland cannot keep up the demand for venues to provide for their needs. 

This lack of infrastructure affects not only grassroots participation but also talent development, 
coaching pathways, and community engagement. Schools, clubs, and social leagues all struggle 
to find venue access, resulting in capped team numbers and long waitlists. Investment in a high-
quality venue with dedicated basketball courts would help reverse these limitations. 

The inclusion of high-performance and development facilities supports not only the pathway and 
representative programmes across our region, it also aligns with Basketball New Zealand’s 
strategic goals for talent development and regional representation. 

The venue could serve as a regional training hub and host local, regional and national 
tournaments, bringing both sporting and economic benefits to Auckland. 
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Support for Auckland Arena (Option 1) 

We endorse Option 1 as outlined in the council’s consultation document for the following 
reasons: 

• Dedicated Indoor Basketball Courts: This proposal includes state-of-the-art indoor 
courts accessible for community, club, and elite-level use. This aligns with our long-term 
vision to provide safe, inclusive, and accessible playing spaces for all Aucklanders. 

• High-Performance Facilities: The venue would offer training hubs and development 
infrastructure to support representative programmes, coaching academies, and youth 
development pipelines. This could directly support the growth of local, regional and 
national-level talent. 

• Accessibility and Co-Location Benefits: Co-locating courts alongside football, health, 
and commercial amenities will foster cross-sport collaboration, community vitality, and 
efficient year-round usage. 

• Sustainable and Scalable Solution: With private investment and a long-term lease 
model, this option represents a sustainable solution that future-proofs Auckland’s 
capacity to meet rising basketball demand. 

• Equity and Inclusion: Providing more local court access, particularly in central and 
inner-west Auckland, ensures that sport is more inclusive and reduces barriers related to 
travel, cost, and accessibility. 

 

Why Other Options Fall Short 

• Option 2 (Western Springs Bowl), while enhancing music and festival capability, does 
not deliver new indoor court facilities or address the acute demand for basketball 
infrastructure. 

• Option 3 (Do Nothing/Explore Ideas) prolongs the status quo, which is not a viable 
strategy given current unmet demand. It risks missing a generational opportunity to invest 
in sport and youth and community wellbeing. 

 

Conclusion 

Auckland Basketball Services strongly proposes that Auckland Council and Tātaki Auckland 
Unlimited support and advance Option 1 – Auckland Arena. This initiative will deliver 
transformational benefits for the city’s basketball community and support wider goals of sport 
participation, community health, and facility resilience. 
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We are ready and willing to collaborate with other stakeholders and partners to ensure the 
success of this proposal and to maximise its impact for our tamariki, rangatahi, and wider 
basketball community. 

Ngā mihi, 

 
 
Denise Atkins 
Chairperson 
Auckland Basketball Services Ltd (https://www.absl.co.nz/) 
(serving Basketball Auckland, Waitakere West Basketball Inc, and Counties Manukau 
Basketball Association) 
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Submission on the Future of Western Springs Stadium 

I am submitting as a long-term resident of the Western Springs area and as someone who 
has closely followed the history and discussion around the stadium’s use for the past several 
decades. I have lived within 2km of the stadium for over 40 years and can see it directly from 
my home. I have a personal stake in its future use, and throughout the years of debate over 
its direction, I believe the council has consistently failed to meaningfully engage with the 
local community — those of us whose daily lives are directly impacted by any proposed 
developments. 

In my view, the right option for the stadium at this time is to maintain the status quo while 
actively exploring complementary uses that work alongside the existing activities. I would 
have selected both Options 3A and 3B in the feedback form if that had been possible. The 
stadium has been treated like a political football for at least 15 years, with successive 
proposals from ATEED and now Tātaki Auckland Unlimited appearing every few years — 
often unsupportive, if not outright dismissive, of existing users. 

It is clear to me that the council, through ATEED and now Tātaki, has viewed the stadium as 
a “problem” and has repeatedly sought to impose top-down solutions. Yet the stadium 
already has a long-standing history of successful and diverse use: from speedway to 
Ponsonby Rugby, from concerts to community events. Why these activities have consistently 
been treated as obstacles rather than assets is entirely beyond me. It is backward thinking. 

A mature and constructive approach would recognise the existing uses as strengths, 
working to enhance and support them while incorporating complementary new activities 
where possible. The current “either/or” approach — excluding valued existing users to make 
way for a commercial arena — is unacceptable, if not immoral. 

I strongly object to Tātaki’s promotion of Option 1 above other alternatives. It is not 
appropriate for a council-controlled organisation to advocate handing over a public 
asset to a private, predominantly overseas-owned consortium based on the vague and 
insubstantial reasoning that has been provided. It is particularly offensive that this would 
come at the direct expense of a community sports club with more than a century of local 
history. To compound this, no suitable replacement venue has even been proposed for 
Ponsonby Rugby. This situation should be unacceptable to every ratepayer in Auckland. 

The public justification put forward by Tātaki in the Stuff article (30 April 2025, “Auckland 
FC home base is Tātaki Auckland Unlimited’s preferred option for Western Springs 
Stadium”) does not withstand serious scrutiny: 

●​ “The proposal strongly aligns with the Tātaki trust deed and council’s stadium 
investment objectives.”​
 This is vague, almost meaningless, without further explanation or measurable 
criteria. The public deserves more than empty platitudes.​
 

●​ “It offers a major financial and infrastructure contribution to Auckland sport, 
with no additional cost or ongoing reliance on ratepayer funding after one-off 
funding that may be required to cover displacement of Ponsonby Rugby and 
upgrade of Stadium Road (estimated at $13 million).”​
 Even if true, has any thorough evaluation of risks and downsides been conducted? 
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What happens if the consortium fails in a few years? What financial and community 
burden will fall back on the city?. ​

● “The proponent has a strong track record in delivering large-scale stadium
projects.”
This claim is unverifiable. From my investigation, it seems that one individual has

involvement with other stadium projects overseas. This is tenuous at best and does
not justify handing over a major community asset. This consortium has no local track
record.

● “The concept is innovative, with flexible community uses and improved
connections to the surrounding precinct and attractions.”
This could equally be said of Option 2 or a properly supported version of the current

use. It’s not a compelling argument.

● “It is expected to boost attendance and utilisation at Western Springs Stadium,
while supporting access for community groups.”
There is no evidence for this claim. The reality is that existing users could likely

deliver greater utilisation if they were supported properly by council — something that
has been consistently withheld for over a decade.

● “The development helps address a recognised gap in the fast-growing sports
of football, basketball, and padel.”
Recognised by whom? Even if these are legitimate needs, addressing them should

not come at the expense of displacing well-established community groups. Has the
possibility of including some of these uses alongside the existing use even been
canvassed ?

I sincerely hope that justice will ultimately prevail — that Western Springs Speedway will be 
returned to its rightful home, and that the actions of Tātaki in promoting this flawed proposal 
will be properly scrutinised by both the council and the public. 

Thank you for considering my submission. 

Kind regards,​
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