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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4422 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 

The document provided by the Auckland Council on “Proposed updates to the dog policy 
and bylaw” quotes a statement of proposal to improve Policy on Dogs 2019 and Dog 
Management Bylaw 2019. 
The first paragraph of the document states this is about “Keepi 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Old 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:Public access point 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Driving a dog to Leigh is a ridiculously long drive from Pakiri 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Dog access should remain 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

The council states that their dog policy should provide a balance .The removal of 20 
km of coastline for access to beaches for dogs with only the TeArai quarry is not a 
balance. It is a proposal that is ridiculous in the extreme,unnecessary,and will create 
an overcrowding and negative outcome for dog walkers and the public alike 

 



The document provided by the Auckland Council on “Proposed updates to the dog policy and 
bylaw” quotes a statement of proposal to improve Policy on Dogs and Dog Management Bylaw 
2019. 

The first paragraph of the document states this is about “Keeping dogs a positive part of the 
lives of Aucklanders. Dogs provide companionship, emotional support and help foster social 
connections” 

The second paragraph of the document states “We make rules to keep dogs a positive part of 
the life of Aucklanders by MAINTAINING opportunities for owners to take their dogs into public 
places …” 

I wholeheartedly agree and support these statements and purpose of this document. 

However, I STRONGLY DISAGREE with the proposal in the same policy to BAN DOGS FROM 
FORESTRY BEACH, TE ARAI BEACH and PAKIRI BEACH 

This proposal clearly goes entirely AGAINST the Council's own stated intention and purpose of 
updating the policy and bylaw 

Aucklanders and their dogs have for GENERATIONS, enjoyed these beaches to provide 
companionship, emotional support, and fostering social connections. REMOVING that right 
would be a travesty to the freedoms and rights of the local community and the general public of 
Auckland. 

SPECIFICALLY, the need to keep FORESTRY BEACH available to dogs and their owners is 
now a CRUCIAL one. 
 This is due to the recent introduction of banning of dogs and their owners right to exercise them 
on both TeArai Beach to the NORTH and Pakari Beach to the SOUTH by the Auckland Council. 
 If this proposal proceeds, then nearly 20 CONTINUOUS kilometres of beach coastline will be 
completely banned to dogs and their owners right to enjoy them there.  

The only concession being offered by the council for the prohibition of this coastline is access to 
the tiny Eyres Cove, disused quarry, located at TeArai carpark. It is totally inadequate and unfit 
for this purpose. If all the dogs from the surrounding areas were concentrated into this tiny area 
it would be a disaster for both dog owners and the beachgoers and families who use this 
popular cove over the summer months for young children to swim as it is protected from the 
surf. There is not adequate room to exercise a dog in this cove as it is steep and covered in 
shells. It is approximately 30 metres long 

FORESTRY BEACH will be the last remaining bastion of freedom for dog owners along this 
massive stretch of coastline that was, until recently, all unrestricted to dogs. 
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This proposal is both draconian and unjustified in the extreme.. It does not meet the councils 
own stated policy of a BALANCED solution to providing access to public places. This proposal 
cannot be based on RESEARCH and certainly not CONSULTATION.  
 
The sole reason stated in the proposal for banning dogs on Forestry Beach is to “Protect wildlife 
(including dotterels) on the coastal areas between TE ARAI and PAKIRI.”  
The council has provided NO EVIDENCE that dogs WALKING THE BEACHES have negatively 
affected the wildlife along this piece of coastline. I and many, many others, have walked this 
beach regularly for years and never witnessed a negative impact from dogs on the wildlife. 
 
FORESTRY BEACH is approximately 5 kilometres long between the only public carpark at the 
north end, and the Poutawa Estuary at the southern end. . There is almost no evidence of 
wildlife along this stretch of coastline other than a few sea birds. The dogs and the sea birds 
have both shared this beach for all these years without evidence of a problem in the past. 
 
The nature of the FORESTRY BEACH coastline is that spring high tides and easterly storms 
push the sea hard up to the sand dunes and thereby negate the habitat for nesting birds until 
you reach the Poutawa Estuary at the extreme southern end. 
 Furthermore, the Regional Park that comprises a thin marginal strip that extends for the full 
length of Forestry beach, is only 200 metres wide, and borders the foreshore on one slide and 
the golf course development on the other. Therefore, it does not provide a significant habitat for 
wildlife  
 
Additionally, the removal of hundreds of acres of trees/vegetation, and the construction of 
infrastructure, housing,  and the golf courses directly behind the dunes along this same 
coastline has had a massive impact on the loss of natural habitat for wildlife and significantly 
increased the dune exposure to coastal erosion . 
These golf courses also expose this sensitive environment to constant noise from helicopters, 
light pollution, and most significantly chemical spraying, being so close to the beach. 
Any negative impact by walking dogs on the beach is miniscule by comparison 
 
Forestry beach carpark and the land inland has been stripped of trees. Beyond that the new 
parkland is pine forest not native bush. There is also a huge fast track development plan behind 
the beach for sand mining, 420 new residential homes, additional golf visitor accommodation, a 
visitor complex , and a campground. Subsequently, wildlife habitat will be virtually non-existent 
inland from the beach at Forestry in the future. 
 
We all understand the importance of protecting the Dotterels that do exist in small quantities 
along.this coastline. There is a massive sand dune sanctuary at the north end of TeArai beach 
that extends for about 4km, and there has more recently been active protection of breeding at 
the TeArai Stream entrance. At FORESTRY BEACH, 5km south of the public carpark, there are 
notices and a large, marked area for breeding at the Poutawa Stream entrance. The Dotterels 
are already well catered for along this coastline and certainly considered in the context of this 
submission. 
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The expanded TE ARAI REGIONAL PARK now covers hundreds of hectares over the headland 
between TE ARAI and FORESTRY and extends both inland and along the marginal strips 
behind these beaches. It is laced with coastal walkways. It is a fabulous, protected environment 
and proud feature of this area. 
 It is entirely dog free. 
The dog owners are only asking TO RETAIN THEIR EXISTING RIGHTS for access to have 
dogs on the actual beaches, not the park land  
 
Dogs were banned ACCESS onto the entire TE ARAI BEACH shortly after the completion of the 
Tara Iti golf course.  
This was done in 2019 without any public or community consultation. This ban should be 
rescinded. 
Now the council is proposing to also ban dogs from the entire Forestry beach shortly after the 
competition of the two golf courses at TeArai Links.  
This cannot be allowed to happen. Who would actually benefit? Certainly not the local 
community, visitors, or the citizens of Auckland. 
This proposed ban on dogs on the foreshore appears to dispropotionately support the interests 
of a minority of special interest groups. 
 
In order to provide a sensible, balanced solution, rather than a total ban of dogs at FORESTRY 
BEACH, I recommend the following; 
Dogs are required to be ON LEASH between the carpark and the high-water mark of the beach 
at Forestry. Then OFF LEASH 
 This ensures that dogs are under control and monitored by their owners at the regional park 
entrance to the beach. 
It is simple policy that is easy to convey 
Dog owners only want access to the fore shore between high and low tides, where their impact 
is negligible. 
The sand dunes along this length of beach provides a natural barrier between the beach and 
the marginal strip of Regional Park 
Further ON LEASH controls could be considered further south at Poutawa Estuary if it is 
evidenced that Dotterel breeding is in progress. 
 A very good example of how well this policy works is at Mangawhai Heads beach.  
 
TE ARAI BEACH is extremely popular to locals and visitors. It is a hotspot for tourists and 
campers. 
People WILL therefore arrive at the beach with dogs in their cars. 
The unmandated dog access ban at TE ARAI BEACH should be removed, 
The Ayres Quarry proposal is NOT the answer. 
A solution is that TE ARAI BEACH should have the following dog policy; 
Dogs are required to be ON LEASH from the carpark and remain ON LEASH on the beach. 
Therefore the dogs would be ABSOLUTELY no risk to wildlife, dotterals,or the environment 
Additional seasonal controls could be employed in the height of the summer season. 
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At PAKIRI BEACH, the proposed total banning of dogs should also be reviewed and 
reconsidered. There must be a more BALANCED and EQUITABLE solution for dog owners in 
the region. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4426 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
When the land  behind the beaches ( Forestry and Te Arai ) became Te Arai Regional park 
in (2019 ) there had been no public consultation about Forestry and Te Arai becoming dog 
free.  
Here is the evidence from the council confirming this . ( See email bel 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4485 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash unless licence obtained 

Tell us why 
Unfortunately there are many pack walkers that cannot control their dogs. And need to be 
held accountable for their actions. There are surprisingly quite a few pack walkers though 
that can handle and train there dogs appropriately for when out in walks who shouldn’t be 
punished for others actions 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Shakespear Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4508 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 
Tell us why 
I would support a change which added Cudlip Loop Track to those areas in the Park which 
are available except during lambing season.   
I would support access to Mita Bay Track and Beach at all times since there is no stock or 
lambing on the land adjoining 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I support strongly limitations on access and control requirements in Regional Parks. 
We have experienced the economic and social consequences of stock attacks by dogs.  
I feel too for the rangers who are required to confront and educate arrogant dog 
owners who believe their dogs can do no wrong.  

But I also believe that existing rules strike a good balance and that constantly 
increasing restrictions on available park lands will limit access to responsible dog 
owners but will not exclude the arrogant clowns who will ignore signs. 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4527 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Snells Beach Entire (North End and South end) 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

We are a dog loving community and most people here own a dog. As long as dogs are on a 

leash they should be permitted at all times, all seasons. Leaving dogs home, or in the car, 

when going to the park and beach often causes more problems than not ie dogs 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4534 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Oppose the proposed limit of '6 dogs on lead & 3 dogs off-leash' at any one time.    This 
will have a negative on the Dog Walking service we use 3 times weekly, and to us when 
their prices will have to go up.    

An alternative solution could be to lisence ALL professional dog walkers so they can walk 
larger groups.   Different limits for the public versus professional dog walkers.    A lisence 
for anyone wanting to walk more than 2 dogs.   Different limits based on the density of the 
population in that area. 

Enforcement that your dog must be under control at all times 

More education and support to the public about what owning a pet actually entails and 
how they can access training in their community. 

We adopted a 2 year old rescue dog from up north.   As we both work fulltime, our dog 
gets picked up 3 times per week by a professional Dog Walker......she has learnt SO much 
with them which we are grateful for, as these manners radiate through when we take her 
out........we've had so many positive comments from strangers about her manners when 
she's out with us.....which we love. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 



#4534 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4537 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Not sure if this is a problem- would think that a licensing model would ensure vast 
practice is followed. Worry about those professional people who make a living out of it. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4573 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
Having been walking for years with my dog at a local dog park and coming across these 
walkers, there dogs become a pack and are very intimidating and they are not always 
friendly, four is more than sufficient. If a fight was to break out how can they handle more 
than one to two at any given stage? 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4586 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know
Tell us why 
Te Arai south beach (Forestry) is an excellent option to relieve the volume of dogs at 
Mangawhai Heads beach.  It is a safe, long beach and at peak times during summer 
holidays, has no more that around 10 family dogs running along the beach.  Most dogs ar 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Think of options that sees owners, dogs and wildlife can co-habit.  I believe education 
is the best option. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4588 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
All dogs should be on a leash in a public area unless it is designated as a dog exercise 
area. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I would like to see more publicity on dog control. I have been bitten twice by dogs not on 
a leash while being walked on public footpaths. As an older person, it is important to keep 
walking for fitness. Unfortunately, I am becoming to afraid to walk daily, as a minority 
believe it is their right to run with dogs off leash in public areas. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional 
Park (East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4602 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash unless licence obtained 

Tell us why 
How does someone control more than two dogs off leash? Owner need to pay 
bond/license for more than two if dogs rip into local fauna … 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Menacing dogs should be neutered, muzzled and microchipped. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
None 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Shakespear Regional 
Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?
I do not support the proposed change

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?
Other (please explain below)

Tell us why
Rules for off leash too complex. Simplify with one simple rule: Dogs should not be allowed
off leash at anytime, anywhere unless muzzled and licenced (if more than two dogs) a) so
dogs can’t do damage to local fauna and if they do b) damage can be traced through
licensing system.

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Rules too complex - simply have a license  system for this area like fire permits; the 
permit can pay for tiered access (put back into maintaining the park area) and have higher 
or lower pricing reflecting schedule documented - muzzeled animals with micro 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

None 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4603 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
There is a limit to how many dogs a person can effectively control at one time. While 
there may be a lot of really good dog walkers that spend a lot of time teaching their pack 
to walk nicely there are a lot of tounge operators that have no control 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4618 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#4618 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Our beach, for much of the year is under utilised.  As locals we walk our dogs over the 
cooler months and never see another soul on this beach.  We look after it, collect rubbish 
after storms and want to protect it.  We understand that 5 km down the beach 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4630 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Currently dogs are allowed at Forestry off leash. People get up to this area and are often 
at Te Arai Beach north, where they are allowed at Eyres point? The small shelly beach 
that often is where we have small children enjoying the space without big wave 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
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Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Maximum 2 dogs.  From my observations, living on the beachside at Snells Beach where 
many dogs are walked, this is the maximum that one person can control.  Many dogs are 
poorly trained and/or get excited when other dogs are around. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Important that rules are implemented and overseen.  This does not happen at present.  
Most dog rules re timing on beach are totally ignored. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Neutered may not be enough.  Dogs classified as menacing shoud eb banned. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
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A limit of 2, especially with large dogs, should be implemented.   My observations are that 
most dogs are left alone with a tendency to bark and annoy neighbours. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
As a keen birder and bird guide, I believe the impact to native birds on Forestry Beach. Te 
Arai North and Pakiri are different because of the nesting NZ Dotterel and Fairy Terns, but 
none of these birds nest along Forestry Beach 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details:

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to

make the documents more user-friendly)

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches.

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the
following limits:
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?
Support

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Little chance of them being able to be controlled  if there if confirmation  if there are  any 
more 

2. General policy and bylaw matters
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content.
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:
Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear
Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park

Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I don't know

Mahurangi East 
I don't know 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I don't know

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Dogs under control off leash works fine 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Works fine as it is 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Works fine as it is 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Too complicated  works ok now 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
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Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#4640 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 7 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
With a long life time of breeding, showing, traininh and judging dogs I know how 
uncontrolable dogs can be in unepected circumstances, 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

I Would like to see professional dog walkers licensed. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
We should be looking at requiring all dogs not specifically registered for breeding to be 
neutered to reduce the number of wandering and dangerous dogs.  Owners and properties 
should be registered rather than the dogs. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Encourage establishment of dog training facilities to require properly trained dog 
handlers. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 
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Tell us why 
Dog behaviour is not affected by land designations.  AAll areas should be treated the 
same. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

with community consultation more areas should be provided.  RDC clearly proved that 
there were far fewer complaints when dog access was increased. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Give consideraton to confuring and inreasonable rules 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Too many examples of outdated and ridiculous signage (e.g. on Whangateau Reserve) 
whixh years of request for change have been ignored. 

 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
By identifying properties with registered dog owners stray and unregistered dogs would 
be more easily identified by neighbours and Council officers. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
There should be no off-leash areas in Regional Parks 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 

Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
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Whangateau Estuary 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To reduce owner-related problems (e.g. owner ignoring rules, dogs not under control, dog 

faeces not picked up, etc). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

To protect rare breeding birds and prevent wading birds being constantly chased 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

As above.  People with dogs constantly wandering through the bord sanctuary adds to the 

pressure of cat predation so no dotterel chicks have survived this season.  AC will not 

allow locals to protect the birds from cars, dogs or people. 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4646 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 



#4646

April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
HI there, I'm a Te Arai local and belong to a community group called "Love Te Arai" which 
is a group aimed at protecting and preserving Te Arai. https://www.lovetearai.org.nz/ 
Myself and our group strongly appose with the proposal to ban dogs at Te Arai 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I'll be attending the Have Your Say event on Feb 19th at Akl Council. Thank you.  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4654 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park,Whakanewha Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Too many out of control dogs 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4665 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum eight dogs, with no more than four off-leash 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4673 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
there is no real risk to wildlife at forestry beach. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4675 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Firstly, let me make a disclaimer: I do not have a dog, never walk a dog, and have no 
personal interest in this ban. However, there is a bigger issue at stake here, and that is 
that this often neglected outpost of the so-called Super City continues to hav 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 



#4675 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4676 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Forestry Beach is a haven for dogs, families and dog owners.  Except when the surf is up, 
it is mostly deserted and a wonderful place for dogs and owners to walk and enjoy the 
beauty and the solitude with no traffic to worry about.  There are very few bir 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



Submission Regarding Proposed Dog Ban at Forestry Beach 

 5:40pm 

To the Auckland City Council, 

I wish to express my concern regarding the proposed full closure of Forestry Beach to dogs. I am 
particularly interested in understanding the rationale behind this proposal, especially 
concerning the stated aim of environmental protection for dotterels; the specific context of the 
beach and the existing dog access restrictions in the wider area. 

Forestry Beach is a substantial 23km in length. My experience, shared with many other dog 
owners, involves walking a portion of the beach, typically 3-4km, before returning to the car 
park. A full ban across such a large area seems disproportionate to any potential issues. 

The proposed alternative location, the quarry, presents several challenges. It is a significantly 
smaller area and is heavily frequented by families with young children, particularly during the 
summer months, due to the safe swimming provided by the rock pool. In contrast, Te Arai beach 
is known for its dangerous surf conditions. Furthermore, the quarry car park is often congested 
with vehicles belonging to surfers. This makes it unsuitable as a primary dog exercise area, 
especially given the potential conflict between dogs, young children, and other beach users. 

Currently, there are existing dog restrictions in place at several nearby locations, including the 
Potawa Stream area, Mangawhai Heads beach, and the Mangawhai Estuary. These restrictions 
are accepted and respected by dog owners, including myself. Forestry Beach remains the only 
substantial beach in the area where dogs and their owners can enjoy off-leash exercise, 
swimming, paddling, and general recreation. 

One of the drivers for this proposed ban, as publicly stated by the Council, is the protection of 
dotterels.  However, based on my four years of daily walks on Forestry Beach, there is no 
evidence of any significant dotterel population.  This raises serious questions about the 
evidence base supporting the Council's assertion. I request that the Council provide clear and 
demonstrable evidence regarding the dotterel population on Forestry Beach, including data on 
their numbers, nesting sites, and habitat use.  Without this evidence, the justification for a full 
dog ban based on dotterel protection appears unsubstantiated. 

Given the size of Forestry Beach, the availability of alternative areas, the existing dog 
restrictions in the vicinity, the questionable link between dogs and dotterel populations on this 
particular beach, and the apparent lack of evidence regarding a significant dotterel presence, I 
believe a full ban is an overly restrictive and unjustified measure. I urge the council to provide 
the requested evidence regarding dotterel populations and consider alternative solutions that 
allow for continued responsible dog access to Forestry Beach. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

#4676
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4681 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Myself and my husband strongly oppose the proposal to ban dogs at Te 
Arai Regional park (Te Arai South) Please see the submission below 
from one of our members. Key points are: 
-This proposal would mean that around a 20km stretch of the beach
running from

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4688 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Because the rich should not be allowed to dictate the rules to benefit themselves  
It was always family and dog friendly untill they built the golf course cut down all the 
trees on the beach to enhance there views and now no dogs soon it will be no public 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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 Tell us why 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

Te arie beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

I don't know 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

Tell us why 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Other - please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Not changing it keeping it 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

As outlined in my first comment 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

They are all over the top 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4694 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
The document provided by the Auckland Council on “Proposed updates to the dog policy 
and bylaw” quotes a statement of proposal to improve Policy on Dogs 2019 and Dog 
Management Bylaw 2019. 
The first paragraph of the document states this is about “Keeping 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
The document provided by the Auckland Council on “Proposed updates to the dog policy 
and bylaw” quotes a statement of proposal to improve Policy on Dogs 2019 and Dog 
Management Bylaw 2019. 
The first paragraph of the document states this is about “Keeping 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4703 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Many responsible people work as dog walkers . They provide a very necessary service and 
are NEVER a problem 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 



#4703 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4706 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4714 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 

areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 

lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 

and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
As locals, we love and want to protect this beach.  We care for the Sand dunes and collect 
rubbish after storms.  Our beach is mostly empty for 10 months of the year - except for us 
locals and our water loving dogs. 
Your alternative is not an alternative. 

With a post grad in environmental science, I am all for protecting the environment, 
therefore I ask you to look at what is happening on the other side of those sand dunes.

I agree that we could have compromise - dogs on lead until they are on the beach and 
dogs on lead where the stream comes out, 5km away from where we all like to be. 

Waitawa Regional Park 

We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-

leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-

leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 

areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 

campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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 Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky 

Bay) to the on-leash area of the Park. What do you think of this proposed 

change? 

 Tell us why 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#4737

April 2025 Page 4 of 6 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Forestry beach has no breeding endangered birds and is the only accessible offlead beach 
in the area. (The disused quarry and beach to the south which is listed as off lead is 
inaccessible due to slips since cyclone Gabrielle.) Forestry is a well-used wel 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4747 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#4747 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 7 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
The dog walking industry is out of control, currently anybody can decide to start a 
business as a dog walker without any experience or qualifications whatsoever and take 10-
12 dogs out with one person, this creates obvious issues. Dogwalkers regularly lose dogs, 
there have been many instances where the public’s dogs have been attacked and in some 
instances even killed with people also getting injured, it’s also very intimidating to walk 
around a corner and inadvertently find yourself in the middle of 30 dogs, because the dog 
walkers often walk together, 3 people with 30 dogs between them. We often find 
ourselves needing to plan our day and walk our dogs at times around when we are most 
unlikely to run into a group. The industry desperately needs regulation and limiting the 
number of dogs is a start. I would like to see walkers licensed, having to demonstrate a 
level of skill before licensing and for them to be clearly identifiable by their company so 
any infringements can be reported, it’s extremely difficult to currently do that currently 
when they don’t wear any identification. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 
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Tell us why 
Dog trainers are currently an unregulated industry, just like dog walkers, anyone can 
decide to advertise themselves as a dog trainer and there is a wide spectrum of 
knowledge and skills, some have one or the other and occasionally they’ll have both. My 
concern is that you could probably currently find anyone to support your favoured 
outcome if you shop around. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
The last time I checked, multiple dog licenses were firstly based on property size and I 
think this has merit and should be a first step rather than geographical location. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
As long as clarity doesn’t mean reducing the current areas even further. It’s difficult to 
socialise and train a well behaved dog if they aren’t allowed to go anywhere or if there are 
so many dogs contained within such a small area that it becomes unpleasant and inter-
dog issues arise because there’s nowhere to go to move away 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
only a suggestion that i have specified earlier regarding expanding the rules around dog 
walkers becoming licensed 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Provides clarity 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
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Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

North 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

To provide longer beach access times 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

As above 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4788 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I would like to see less dogs over all walking with one person as any more than 2 and they 
don't seem to have the control they should. People should not be able to have their dog 
off lead in any public spaces it's too dangerous as I've seen multiple dog attacks over the 
years and experienced it myself too 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Shakespear Regional 
Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 
Tell us why 
I would like to see dogs prohibited altogether when off leash. And on leash only outside 
peak hours before 9am and after 8pm 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I want to see dogs prohibited completely and if any access is granted it needs to be on 
leash only and only outside of peak times ie before 9am and after 8pm 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#4788 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I want to see dogs prohibited from this area completely 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4789 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#4789

April 2025 Page 4 of 6 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I do support the changes proposed to Te Arai Forestry Beach. 
We specifically go to that beach to run our dog as we cannot go to Te Arai point beach 
and there needs to be somewhere where the dogs can exercise with the family on the 
beach. 
We use this beach 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4796 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
we have owned 3 dogs, currently have 2 and they have all since 6 months old walked with 
professional dog walkers. They have learned socialisation, have been well trained within a 
group environment and I am so grateful for the services they have provided, which has 
provided support for our family while we are at work/travelling etc. Responsible 
professional dog walkers that know what they are doing should not be unfairly punished 
by unqualified individuals that start dog walking services with none or very little 
experience. Perhaps a better solution is to license the professional dog walkers and 
subject them to biannual audits. So many of them do an amazing job, allowing 6 dogs and 
3 off lease at any given time will severely impact their ability to earn a living. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
It should be all areas, not certain areas. As an owner with a Responsible dog owner 
licence, the intent should the same for all dog owners, if the dogs they have are not 
registered or microchipped then that is an issue. By stating a particular region you are 
effectively discriminating. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Dog access rules are clear to those of us that are responsible dog owners. If I am taking 
my dogs to walk in area I haven't been before I will always look for signage about whether 
the dogs are allowed on or off leash. People simply don't read or chose to ignore signage, 
so it's not a matter of clarity it's about 'how do you make people take notice' and if they 
chose to ignore how will it be monitored/regulated eg an 0800 dob them in. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why 
A big part of the issue is outdated signage. But it needs to be consistent across all 
regions. When the beach hours were changed a couple of years back, none of the signage 
was updated and you consistently were challenged by the public on whether you were 
allowed or not allowed. It's a bit like all the changes to speed limits on public roads - 
everyone is so confused because they had been use to travelling at a certain speed on 
that road for many years and then it changed and now you have 3 different speed limits 
on the same stretch of road that use to just have one. People need plain simple 
messaging which is consistent wherever they go in Auckland. 

 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
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I suspect humans are more of an issue on our mountains than dogs. 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#4796

April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4805 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
I believe that it does not matter how trained the person or dogs are, you do not have 
control over the environment around you. Therefore you need less dogs to keep having 
maximum control. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 
Tell us why 
A a fellow dog owner I believe that dogs should be on leash at all times, as not all dog 
owners are responsible enough to have their dogs off leash 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
As a fellow dog owner I believe that dogs should be on leash at all times, as not all dog 
owners are responsible enough to have their dogs off leash. Therefore support access at 
all times on leash 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
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leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4819 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
You have removed all the places locally for dog walking now. This is the only place we 
have left as road walks are unsafe with increased traffic. The quarry beach is too small to 
accommodate dogs and people 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Please give us somewhere to walk our dogs 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4821 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 

What does Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council 
actions, and rules mean> 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What does Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications mean? 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 
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Tell us why 

What does Clarify how dog access rules are set mean? 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What does Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules mean? 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What does Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules mean? 

 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What does Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains) mean? 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What does  Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content change? 

 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
There is no description of what any of these changes will do. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
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Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

Tell us why 
I don't have enough information supplied to have a useful opinion on this. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
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If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
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Tell us why 
If dogs are under control there is no problem. 

 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Let me go back, I've no particular localised concerns 

What local board area is this location in? 

I don't know 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Stop worrying about everything that might happen unless dogs are causing a problem. 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Don't demonize dogs, they are a pet and a companion. They should be allowed 
generaly unless they are causing a problem. It is obviously easier for the Council to 
ban dogs from areas than enforce good behaviour. So obviously just ban dogs from all 
areas other than their home address and most people will be happy. That's 
democracy. Well done. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4824 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Registered companies with professionally trained dog walkers should be able to continue 
walking dogs as they are correctly trained to do so with managing dogs in numbers. 
People who aren’t trained correctly in dog management etc shouldn’t be able to do this so 
easy. Well trained dog walking companies follow a set of guidelines with what dogs are 
involved in these walks and take time to analyse all dogs before setting off on walks. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4834 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Forestry beach has been a dog walking area for the over 30 years I have been using the 
beach . The changes in 2019 were made without any consultation with those who were to 
be  affected, this is evident by the shock and dismay of long time locals who only 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4836 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Locals have historically taken care of our areas and parks, being farmers and lifestylers 
ourselves. for 10 months of the year the beach is empty. It is ridiculous that the given 
compromise space is flanked by 2 protected areas, nonetheless dangerous due 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4857 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Forestry beach (Te Arai Beach South) has been the off lead exercise area for local dog 
walkers for decades.  The changes in 2019 were imposed without consultation with local 
ratepayers and interested parties.  There was no good reason to extend a dog ban 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4858 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
My dog is walked by a professional 'licenced' business where multiple dogs are walked in 
a pack, usually at remote locations and open areas with few other people around. The 
dogs are always under direct control. The 'pack walk' allows my dog to be socialised with 
other dogs and assists with reinforcing his training, as he can relate to the other dogs 
when they are given commands. The dog walker has been in business many years and as 
far as I am aware there have been no complaints from the general public. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4859 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Currently well used for dog exercising off leash, a lot of people out of the area come to 
use this spot because of this, it is also great having a space in which the council can refer 
people to use when they are in an area which is of higher conservation 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Te Arai Point 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To reduce owner-related problems (e.g. owner ignoring rules, dogs not under control, dog 

faeces not picked up, etc). Please specify:Quarry, Eyres Point 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Dogs in an area which is used by a lot of families will small children and the area is too 

small to allow dogs off leash 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Currently it is confusing for park visitors to understand where they can and can't have 

their dog at this area, so I would suggest dogs being prohibited from all of Te Arai Point 

including the quarry 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Don't fix it unless its broken. Why remove dogs from an area which is used by so 
many. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4887 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
we need to consult with the pet walking industry. They provide an essential service and 
promote responsible dog ownership. Collaboration with rhe professionals is key to 
addressing any issues perceived. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4897 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
It's the only beach area left in the wider  that dogs can be allowed to run free on,   not  
widely populated with people or native birds and access is not easy for the general public 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Most of them make sense, but this change to Forestry/Te Arai does not! 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4899 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Don't want to walk too many at once 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Why are you changing forestry beach ,banning dogs but allowing Tara iti development 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Should NOT be neutered as they do not determined their offsprings behavior, the 
environment in which they are raised should be individually assessed 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
This sort of makes sense but more rural towns like wellsford and the Hana should be 
sweet for dogs we have a big dog park and quieter area 
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
The dog should be able to walk up the mountain if it identifies as maori 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Yes please stop that Tara iti development that's what's bulldozing the wildlife, not the 
dogs 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Tara it golf course developments are exclusive and that's what's ruining it for the wildlife 
all the excavating, land clearing, machinery, blocking forestry access.. not a dog that's 
intermittently there and now part of the circle of life in that area 

Waitawa Regional Park 
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We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4902 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  



#4902 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I work for the Department of Conservation and lead the tara iti recovery program. I have 
significant experience with conservation of threatened species specialising in 
shorebirds/seabirds. I also own a dog.  
One of our main areas of focus is Te Arai. Bec 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 



#4902 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4905 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri 
Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on leash in all these areas 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed off leash on the beach- providing owners are responsible and 
don’t let get aggressive dogs off, or should be on leash at all times 

Shakespear Regional Park 
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We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
We went to forestry beach last week with our dog and it was awesome to be able to take 
him to a nice beach off leash.  The current rules should be kept as they are for this area 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4912 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
There is no evidence that supports that dogs are danger to bird life on Forestry Beach. A 
total ban of dogs in dunes, aside from limited crossways from park to beach) would 
protect birds theoretically in danger, & still give dogs & owners the beach yo exe 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Please stop treating dogs & their owners like social lepers. Responsible owners are 
penalised for the actions of a minority of irresponsible owners. 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4914 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Being a responsible dog owner who has lived here all my life and all the other locals who 
care about this land and beach more than most  should be able to walk our dogs on the 
beach and take them swimming. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
As a local responsible dog owner I do not support the proposed changes. Most locals are 
respectful of the area and we should be able to walk and swim our dogs. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4926 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I am a local resident who has walked their dog off leash for years. I was involved in 
organising the protest at Forestry Beach and was overwhelmed with the support from 
locals alike. I cant understand how the council can use the conservation wildlife card 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Te Arai South ( Forestry Beach) 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

I am a local resident who has walked their dog off leash for years. I was involved in 

organising the protest at Forestry Beach and was overwhelmed with the support from 

locals alike. I cant understand how the council can use the conservation wildlife card 

when they have allowed helicopters to fly in and out of the golf course regularly, allowed 

thousands of trees to be removed and vegetation removed. I can hand on heart say that I 

have never seen a dotteral or any endangered wildlife ever on the beach. 
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The beach is a rural unpopulated beach predominately used by surfers and dog walkers. 

Some dog walkers we have met travel by car 45 mins to visit the beach. It is the last place 

available for numerous miles where we can walm our dogs- we do not have dog parks and 

all other nearby beaches have been deemed no dogs. The area council are allowing for 

dogs at the disused quarry is pathetically small and literally the size of a lounge. 

The councils own definition is a place to foster stewardship, social connectedness and 

belonging for all Aucklanders to the place and each other. The beach is important to 

socialise our dogs, humans and for spiritual and mental wellbeing. 

I would like to know what evidence or survey has been conducted to prove their has been 

a decline in wildlife conservation. The councils own vision in the 2022 management plan is 

to allow freedom camping at forestry beach carpark- surely this and the sprays used at 

the adjacent golf courses is causing more harm than a handful of dogs walking the beach.  

Your own rangers have said that the dogs are allowed to cross the carpark to use the 

beach. This should be kept this way. It is not an overly populated beach and all owners 

that walk there dogs are respectful of the area and pick up after their dogs and also pick 

up rubbish. You are not banning horses from the beach and surely they would do as much 

damage to the beach. Please leave the beach as it is and was always intended to be before 

it became a Regional park. There are currently visible signs that dogs can be at the park  ( 

cross the carpark area to the beach) 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



Te Arai Dog Ban

Auckland Councils proposal to 
BAN dogs from Te Arai Sth
(Forestry Beach)

#4926 



Overview
Auckland Council acquired Forestry 

Beach in 2021 as a trade off for giving 
approval to build 2 golf courses, a sand 
mine and several properties. They then 

combined this acquisition with the 
Regional Park known as Te Arai which is a 
beach North of Forestry beach. They then 

renamed it Te Arai South. 
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Existing use 
As a consequence of making Forestry a 
Regional Park, the number one use of this area 
(Walking dogs off leash) is in danger of being 
lost forever. Hundreds of people travel to this 
quiet beach to walk their dogs and interact with 
other like-minded people. This activity has 
been going on for more than 20 years and it has 
built some lifelong friendships from people that 
normally wouldn’t meet each other. Dogs get to 
socialise with other dogs making them better 
dogs within the general community.

Councils Regional Management plan 2022 
states; 

“Regional parks are ideal places to foster a 
strong sense of stewardship, social 
connectedness and belonging for all 
Aucklanders to the place and to each other”
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The 
Proposal 
from 
Council

The proposal by Council appears to be 
based on an all of Auckland policy. The 
rationale for Forestry being a dog free 
area is for the protection of sand dunes 
and wildlife. There is no evidence that 
dogs have a negative impact on this 
beach or on the wildlife. The granting of 
permits for a golf course and the 
helicopters that frequent the golf 
course, not to mention sand mining 
would appear to have a greater negative 
affect on the surrounding area than 
walking dogs along a vast length of 
beach. 
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Why we need to keep 
our beach dog friendly
• Keeping Forestry dog friendly

removes dogs from more
populated beaches.

• Gives dogs open spaces for
exercise and social interaction
with other dogs.

• Dog owners get much needed
exercise and meet like minded
people.

#4926 



What can 
Council do?

• Council can do nothing and
allow dog's to be on
Forestry Beach.

• Council can remove Te Arai
south from the Regional
park thus allowing dogs on
the beach.

• Council can use its
discretion, the same as it
does for farmland areas
within a Regional park and
class this as inherited land
use and allow dogs on the
beach.

• Council can divide Te Arai
Nth and Forrestry Beach
into two different Regional
parks as both have
different needs.

Council are in a 
unique position 
where they can 
listen to the 
people and allow  
Forestry Beach to 
remain dog off 
leash friendly with 
no cost to 
Council.
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4928 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
The current policy written above is not correct. Forestry beach has always been dog off 
leash friendly. The Council Ranger has even stated this at the beach. Council's acquisition 
of forestry beach in 2021 and then the Councils decision to include Forestr 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



Te Arai Dog Ban

Auckland Councils proposal to 
BAN dogs from Te Arai Sth
(Forestry Beach)

#4928



Overview
Auckland Council acquired Forestry 

Beach in 2021 as a trade off for giving 
approval to build 2 golf courses, a sand 
mine and several properties. They then 

combined this acquisition with the 
Regional Park known as Te Arai which is a 
beach North of Forestry beach. They then 

renamed it Te Arai South. 
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Existing use 
As a consequence of making Forestry a 
Regional Park, the number one use of this area 
(Walking dogs off leash) is in danger of being 
lost forever. Hundreds of people travel to this 
quiet beach to walk their dogs and interact with 
other like-minded people. This activity has 
been going on for more than 20 years and it has 
built some lifelong friendships from people that 
normally wouldn’t meet each other. Dogs get to 
socialise with other dogs making them better 
dogs within the general community.

Councils Regional Management plan 2022 
states; 

“Regional parks are ideal places to foster a 
strong sense of stewardship, social 
connectedness and belonging for all 
Aucklanders to the place and to each other”
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The 
Proposal 
from 
Council

The proposal by Council appears to be 
based on an all of Auckland policy. The 
rationale for Forestry being a dog free 
area is for the protection of sand dunes 
and wildlife. There is no evidence that 
dogs have a negative impact on this 
beach or on the wildlife. The granting of 
permits for a golf course and the 
helicopters that frequent the golf 
course, not to mention sand mining 
would appear to have a greater negative 
affect on the surrounding area than 
walking dogs along a vast length of 
beach. 
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Why we need to keep 
our beach dog friendly
• Keeping Forestry dog friendly 

removes dogs from more 
populated beaches.

• Gives dogs open spaces for 
exercise and social interaction 
with other dogs.

• Dog owners get much needed 
exercise and meet like minded 
people.
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What can 
Council do?

• Council can do nothing and 
allow dog's to be on 
Forestry Beach.

• Council can remove Te Arai 
south from the Regional 
park thus allowing dogs on 
the beach.

• Council can use its 
discretion, the same as it 
does for farmland areas 
within a Regional park and 
class this as inherited land 
use and allow dogs on the 
beach.

• Council can divide Te Arai 
Nth and Forrestry Beach 
into two different Regional 
parks as both have 
different needs.

Council are in a 
unique position 
where they can 
listen to the 
people and allow  
Forestry Beach to 
remain dog off 
leash friendly with 
no cost to 
Council.

#4928
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4931 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

We need beaches that we can take our dogs to for on and off leash walks. Most dog 
owners are responsible. Dont change the rules and ruin it for us because of the 
minority of irresponsible dog owners. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4938 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 



#4938 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 7 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
At present the rules are not enforced at all and the current law is a joke. Animal wardens 
should be paid with a base wage and the a bonus based on numbers fined or results 
achieved. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Tāwharanui Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 



#4938

April 2025 Page 4 of 7 

We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
It is the only sensible way forward to protect animals, insects, reptiles and birds etc. 

 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Snells beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Other - please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
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To prevent humans, particularly children, getting communicable disease from unwormed 

and unvaccinated dogs. 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Dogs already swim in the sea, chase and harass birds. This happens at all times including 

when dogs should not be on the beach. 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4946 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I think this is fair. But maybe needs review for businesses that provide walking services. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
This beach has wide open spaces, often no one else around and is perfect for both my 
family’s mental health and the health of our dog.  

If the proposed changes went ahead, our only options to walk our dog will be Mangawhai 
heads beach or the quarry. Mang 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4950 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum eight dogs, with no more than four off-leash 

Tell us why 
I support dogs being allowed to be walked anywhere at anytime provided they are on 
leash or controlled in another manner. 

I do not support the limiting of anything regarding where/where/how many dogs can be 
walked. Responsible dog owners are and business's are continually being charged more 
and given less. 

I do no support any further licensing and payments required to walk our dogs. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

This will just be another waste of time and money and will only help you justify an 
increase to taxes on owning a dog. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
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Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

This will just be another waste of time and money and will only help you justify an 
increase to taxes on owning a dog. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
This will just be another waste of time and money and will only help you justify an 
increase to taxes on owning a dog. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
This will just be another waste of time and money and will only help you justify an 
increase to taxes on owning a dog. 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Long Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai 
Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Only change the off-leash area to north of the rose gardens before 10am and after 5pm 
(on-leash between 10am and 5pm) 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on all beaches at all times of day provided they are on leash. 

 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
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and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed to be walked on all beaches, at all times provided they are on 
leash and controlled. 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed to be walked on all beaches, at all times provided they are on 
leash and controlled. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed to be walked on all beaches, at all times provided they are on 
leash and controlled. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed to be walked on all beaches, at all times provided they are on 
leash and controlled. 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Stop taking away access for our dogs to be walked, run and play. We as responsible 
dog owners are paying far too much, for far too few spaces for them to use. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4962 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
It is one of the only beaches that dogs can enjoy themselves. Don’t ruin it for the locals 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4966 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
If more than 2 dogs are off-leash at any time, I do not think it is possible for a dog-walker 
to maintain absolute control over ALL dogs as well as picking up their droppings. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I support the proposed change to protect both wildlife and other users of Ambury Park. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change
Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I support the changes to make the rules clearer and do away with time specific rules in 
favour of simple bans and restrictions. 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I visit the Park a great deal and welcome the proposed changes to provide clarity to dog 
owners. 

 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I would rather see an enclosed fenced-off area for dogs to be allowed off-leash away from 
the main public park and beaches and waterways. The proposed changes do not NOT 
appear to be practical when it comes to restricting the dogs away from other areas of 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Dog owners wrongly often assume that everyone is comfortable with dogs roaming 
freely in public spaces. Also, many dog owners use a VERY long leash and allow their 
animals to engage with members of the public without consideration for those who 
have had bad experiences with dogs previously. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4969 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
I'm not aware of any endangeared species at this area of the beach/park 
I'm not aware of any dog related incidents at this area 
This is only 1 of 2 beaches you can walk your dog between Mangawhai and Leigh 
Over the busiest period i.e. the Xmas break the a 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4971 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
If more than 2 dogs are off leash at anytime I do not think it is possible for a dog walker to 
maintain absolute control over all dogs as well as picking up their droppings. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I support the proposed change to protect both Wildlife and other users of Ambury Park. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change
Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I support the changes to make the rules clearer and do away with time specific rules in 
favour of simple bans and restrictions. 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I visit Tawharanui often and welcome the proposed changes to provide clarity to dog 
owners. 

 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I would rather see an enclosed fenced off area for dogs to be allowed off leash away from 
the main public park, beaches and waterways. The proposed changes do not appear to be 
practical when it comes to restricting the dogs away from other areas of the pa 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Dog owners wrongly often assume that everyone is comfortable with dogs roaming 
freely in public spaces. Also many dog owner use a very long leash and allow their 
animals to engage with members of the public without consideration for those who 
have had bad experiences with dogs previously. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4976 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
The quarry at Te Arai is a great spot for dogs however is limited for space. Forestry beach 
has allowed dogs for lifetimes and has never been a problem for the birdlife that lives out 
there. Myself and the local community find it incredibly disrespectful 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I think dogs and humans should be allowed to roam freely as they have. Keep the 
current protected areas as they are but no need to add additional ones. Thankyou 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4977 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I do not think banning dogs from forestry beach will make any changes to the 
environment  
you are building multimillion dollar mansions and golf course for people who not even live 
in our country which will be doing far more damage to the flora and Fawna 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4978 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4983 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
we like many other Aucklanders have enjoyed taking our dog along with our family to 
Forrestry Beach over summer. We have been doing this for years and usually go for most 
of the day. We have owned several dogs over this time and all were well behaved enjo 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I hope that Forrestry Beach remains a dog friendly space not only for the local 
Community but for all Aucklanders to enjoy for future generations. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4984 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We have lived up at Te Arai for 10 years and have always appreciated to ability to walk our 
dogs off lead at Forestry Beach. This is one of the most positive features of the area for 
us. We are horrified to learn of the proposed changes and strongly disag 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Te Arai south (Forestry Beach) 

What local board area is this location in? 

I don't know 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Forestry Beach is a big area and goes for miles. It is not highly populated. A perfect 

location for owners to walk well behaved and under control dogs. 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4994 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
As an owner of a reactive dog, Forestry beach is the only beach I have ever been able to 
take my boy to. We can walk on leash for 10 minutes until we find ourselves away from 
others. Only then can his leash come off and if you could see the look of pure j 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Please don't take our beach away from our reactive dogs who have absolutely no 
where else they can be exercised 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5013 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

There is no need to restrict access from dogs at these beaches There's already plenty of 
beaches a person could go to that are dog free and not meny dog friendly places to rake 
dogs to removing access will make people more likely to ignore the law instead to 
upholding it . Make changes like having dogs on lead at more beaches mandatory having 
no go zones for dogs to protect wildlife would be much better and affective then just 
banning dogs. More advocate and campaigning for animal traning would help all of these 
issues and more 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
This is a very uneducated topic with alot of people blaming breads and other issues when 
it's generally the owners fault with lack of training etc. It would be much more affective 
making it that dogs that show aggressive behavior have to be muzzled outside there own 
properties and a fine penalty to enforce this with multiple offences or similar offences 
have the animal taken away untill the owner has trained with skills to train aggressive 
animal behaviors.  More advocate and campaigning for animal traning would help all of 
these issues and more 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 
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Tell us why 
Any animal control should having the training to be able to tell if an animal is aggressive 
and thus be able to assess the animal on if it's aggressive. More advocate and 
campaigning for animal traning would help all of these issues and more 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
I agree that to meny dogs are not a good thing especially if those dogs are untrained or 
people are untrained in how to handle them more advocate and campaigning for animal 
traning would help all of these issues and more traing is important 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Changes are unnecessary more advocate and campaigning for animal traning would help 
all of these issues and more 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Changes are unnecessary more advocate and campaigning for animal traning would help 
all of these issues and more 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Changes are unnecessary more advocate and campaigning for animal traning would help 
all of these issues and more 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
More advocate and campaigning for animal traning would help all of these issues and 
more 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5018 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum eight dogs, with no more than four off-leash 

Tell us why 
This should apply to recognized dog walkers not general owners. the owners need training 
as well as the dogs! 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#5018 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5035 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
We live in the Huapai Triangle and there's a lot of trouble with dogs being walked without 
being on a leash. People have been attacked and bitten. Surely there should be a lot more 
enforcement on this type of problem as it is not only dangerous to humans but also 
dangerous for native animals and birds. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5059 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
The reasons for the proposal are not logical and are purely speculative.  The council have 
not provided any empirical evidence that the current access of dogs to Forestry beach 
causes any damage.  There is more than ample area for dog owners and non dog o 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Te Arai beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:2 km from carpark 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

To provide a greater area for dog access during periods when visitor numbers are lower 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

There is increasingly limited areas where dogs are permitted access with further pressure 

currently.  Acknowledging that during peak season access could be limited to off peak 

season and limited to an area to protect wildlife 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5066 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
This is the only place I can give my dog freedom to roam on a leash, he loves the beach 
and I can’t take them any where else. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5084 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai 
Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5101 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I don't know 

Mahurangi East 
I don't know 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I don't know 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on the beach off leash - except for bird breeding areas 
(seasonally) 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on the beach off leash - except for bird breeding areas 
(seasonally) - we are already limited where we can go 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Atiu Creek 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:away from stock 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

allow dog access to the park, outside of lambing season 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

allow dog access to the park, outside lambing season 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Dogs should be allowed on the all beaches under control, off leash - except for bird 
breeding areas (seasonally) - we are already limited where we can go 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5113 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  



#5113 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Forestry Beach is the last open area in the region for dogs and families to enjoy and 
socialise with each other, older people are often seen walking their pets along this beach 
as in some cases pets are there only companion. 
Regular visitors have not obs 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5115 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  



#5115 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on Forestry Beach, there are already so few beaches that dogs are 
allowed on, don't remove more of them 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5119 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  



#5119 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
There is no good reason to ban dogs from this area. Wild cats, stoats, and weasels are the 
problem . Not not dogs. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5123 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Forestry Beach has long been a place for Aucklanders and their dogs to enjoy 
companionship, emotional support, and social connections. 
With dog bans already in place at Te Arai Beach (north) and Pakiri Beach (south), this 
proposal would eliminate nearly 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5126 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
No strong views. What problem is it trying to solve? 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I don't know 

Mahurangi East 
I don't know 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5135 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāwharanui 
Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5164 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Although maximum should be less 3 on lease.  None off leash in a public space. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
The proposed changed looks more confusing about where dogs can and  can't go.  It 
would be easier to have no dogs past the entrance gates.  Signage should also be 
increased as well as monitoring compliance 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

all 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To reduce owner-related problems (e.g. owner ignoring rules, dogs not under control, dog 

faeces not picked up, etc). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Many dog owners do not respect other users and knowingly flout the rules. 
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Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

The number of dog attacks has been increasing. 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Regional Parks should be for all people to enjoy. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5165 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Shakespear Regional 
Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 
Tell us why 
We often see dogs in Mahurangi West, so better enforcement is needed but feel the rules 
would be more clear and consistent to offer protection to shore birds if dogs were 
prohibited from Mahurangi West Regional Park at all times 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 
Tell us why 
The presence of dogs at Muriwai (including Maukatia) is disturbing to both wildlife and 
people and needs better enforcement. We support clear and consistent rules so that dogs 
are not on walking tracks or beaches anywhere south of the surf tower, includin 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
The proposed rules are complicated and ambiguous. We support more clarity and more 
protection for endangered wildlife 

 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 
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Tell us why 
The current and proposed rules are inconsistent and ambiguous. They also put birds in 
the Waiwera side of the park at risk. 'Under control.off leash' is a contradiction. We 
support exclusion of dogs from the perimeter track. 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Snells beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to increased presence of wildlife (e.g. ground nesting birds). Please 

specify:Greater protection where dotterels and oystercatchers nest 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

To respond to existing wildlife (nesting, redting and roosting birds) and their anticipated 

increase 
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Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

To keep these birds safe 

Location 2: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

Manly/Tindalls 

What local board area is this location in? 

Hibiscus and Bays 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

Change the current rule to prohibit dogs 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

A section of it. Please specify:Where dotterels and oyster catchers rest, nest, forage and 

congregate 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

A section of it. Please specify:Because of the impacts of dogs on wildlife, ground nesting, 

resting, foraging and roosting birds in particular.A section of it. Please specify: 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Because of the real harm dogs do to these rare and threatened birds, and because 'off 

leash under control' is not realistic, and also because where birds nest and roosting etc 

changes theough time and across seasons 

Location 3: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

Hot spit 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
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To respond to increased presence of wildlife (e.g. ground nesting birds). Please specify: 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Change the current rule to prohibit dogs 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

To respond to increased presence of wildlife (e.g. ground nesting birds). Please 

specify:The area us already currently dog prohibited but the area should be increased 

to.provide a buffer for rare and threatened birds both during nesting and post fledging 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

A buffer zone is needed beyond what's currently prohibited as the birds move beyond the 

area especially post fledging and when birds congregate ready for migrationFund better 
enforcement and compliance 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5170 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I support dogs to be allowed on forestry beach. At the very least on leash. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Te Arai Regional Park 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to changes at location (e.g. a new playground, sports field, more people). 

Please specify:Forestry beach 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Rather than remove dogs entirely, have them on leash only at forestry beach. 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Prohibiting dogs at Forestry beach is wrong and there is no supporting data as to why 

dogs should be banned. Have them on lead only or an area for off lead. 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5180 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
I propose that Te Ārai Beach (Te Ārai Beach North) and Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach 
South to Pākiri Beach) be open for off-leash under control at all times. This beach has 
open water & rough surf - no lifesaving. It’s not suitable for families with child 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Assess each location on its own merits.  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5186 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
We have enjoyed walking our dogs on Forestry beach since we bought our property in the 
area 6 years ago.  We are always mindful of picking up after our dogs, as are other local 
families.  I would support limited access hours however oppose a total ban as 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Other regional parks around Auckland have other options available nearby to exercise 
dogs.  Te Arai is a lot more remote and without access to infrastructure (ie footpaths 
/dog park) for safe exercise facilities for dogs. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5202 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed off-least at all of the Te Arai beach and Forestry Beach.  The area 
where the fairy terns nest should be fenced off altogether.  The fairy tern nesting area is 
quite a way along the Ocean beach entrances.  If it was fenced there wou 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

We previously lived at Browns Bay.  The early hours for dogs on Long Bay Beach works 
well in summer.  All day dogs running at Long Bay Beach in winter works well - there is 
no need to change. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5207 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#5207

April 2025 Page 4 of 6 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
There are no other beaches in this area accessible to our dogs. It is a huge beach, dogs are 
well behaved, it appears the rich people and their golf courses move in and now the only 
beach, off leash accessible for dogs, and even then I have to drive 25 mi 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

On the whole fair and reasonable. We are good dog owners but YOU provide NOTHING 
for me that I can easily access my working dogs to swim, run and relax. The ‘dog’ area 
in Wellsford is a joke! Not secure, muddy all winter. Forestry is the ONE beach we have 
without having to drive for over an hour 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5234 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
My dog attends 'pack walks' in the outer parks of the shore area, and he loves them. This 
will effect small pack walking businesses aswell. As long as the dogs are under control 
(which would restrict persons amount of dogs allowed to have anyways, as if they can't 
control the dog it shouldn't be allowed based on current rules), I see no issue. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 



#5234 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5238 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Pākiri Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
For us, Pakiri is the closest beach for us to walk our dog. The joy we get as a family going 
for a swim and dog walk after work will be taken away. I understand the safety of bird life, 
but you contradict yourselves by allowing a golf course to be built o 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5260 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

No one reads it outside council. Stop wasting our money 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
People who have menacing dogs don't care about reading documents saying their dog 
should be neutered. Again, stop wasting tax payer money 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Refer above, people dont read this stuff...money wasting exercise. 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Money wasting exercise. People don't read ot anyway 

 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Waste of money, no one reads 

 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Enforce the current dogs mist be under control rule that's already in place. Don't punish 
the good people who are fab with oue dog and well equipped to handle large and sensible 
size packs. 

Provide more public education on what owning a dog means, address people walking dogs 
on pavements in hot sun etc.  License professionals to take larger packs.  Think outside 
the square 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 



#5260

April 2025 Page 5 of 7 

I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change
Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Keep it simple! Leave as is. 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island.  And ********** 
**********, talk about complex! 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island.  And u are just 
making it crazy complex. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island.  And can u 
make it anymore complex?? 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland is already so restrictive to dogs, give us and them a break.  Stop with all the 
restrictions,  its madness.  Please.  Look amd learn from the south island. 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Give the dogs and owners a break. When we discover new places, I've no idea what this 
beach or thst bay etc is where things stop and start. U look at these things all day. 
Visitors don't so your message gets lost.  

Stop severely restricting people owning dogs in Auckland.  Look at what they do down 
south. And learn. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5274 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Forestry Beach is a fantastic place for dog walkers and one of very few spots available for 
locals to walk their dogs on the beach. It is extremely popular for dog walkers and surfers 
- not much else.

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5275 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I recognise there are issues around dog walking.  Particularly with so-called professional 
dog walkers who use that term but are not.  I want a licensing system for dog walkers so 
that people like Pet Adventures who offer an EXCEPTIONAL service are able to continue 
to offer that service with a pack of up to 15 dogs.  I use them and know how professional 
they are - it is the cowboy operators who put this at risk, alongside the domestic dog 
owner who has an animal that is completely out of control without recall.  This is where 
the menace is. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

The policy must be informed by research rather than hearsay.  How many of the officials 
have spent time with professional dog walkers who run a very good pack with great 
control?  I want to see policy that puts some focus on the home dog walker, the owner 
with the out-of-control dog that zooms around a carpark.  I want to see change that 
focusses on people being made to be responsible and of course for licensing of pack dog 
walkers. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
What is needed however is a better definition of menacing.  The out of control Border 
Collies at Muriwai are menacing, though don't carry the same heat or branding as a 
pitbull.  But the damage an out of control Border Collie inflicts on a puppy is devastating.  
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That said the role of the owner needs to be considered and perhaps menacing dogs need 
to be euthanised. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Informed dog behaviourists are essential. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Alligned with this needs to be some thinking about dog breeders - particularly those who 
run puppy mills and pump out pups with no regard to animal welfare. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Please spend some time in dog walking areas across the day.  Some of us walk our dogs at 
6am to avoid the morons with out of control dogs. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
So part of this is about managing dogs in a car park.  Some people get to a carpork and 
the doors are opened and the dogs are out of control and a menace.  Maybe a leash on 
rule in carparks might solve this.  Come to the Muriwai horse tie ups and see what 
happens in the car park.... 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Obviously wildlife must be protected.  Bigger signs and more policing so the morons who 
wreck things for everyone are kept under control. 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
The broader issues for me as a dog owner who has invested a significant amount of time 
and cash into training my dog is one of fairness.  The out of control dogs destroy the 
amenity value of a dog walking area.  Secondly the excellent pack dog walkers like Pet 
Adventures who are exceptionally good will be penalised by a badly designed bylaw, but 
more importantly the dogs (and owners) who rely on that service for the wellbeing of their 
pets will also be penalised.  I am happy to speak to my submission. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 
Tell us why 
These issues are cross cutting: I live at Muriwai and walk my pedigree German Shepherd 
Margaux in the regional park and sometimes on the beach north of the stream.  We keep 
her on the leash till we are 100 metres along Coast Road and leash her whenever we 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

It is a privelidge to be able to dog walk in a Regional Park - more emphasis on this.  
And perhaps more places to walk a dog... 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5278 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#5278 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I often walk my daughter's dog at this beach. Frequently I am the only person there. The 
dog is very active and at my age I am not so this is the only place nearby where the dog 
can get vigorous exercise. Walking the dog on leash is not satisfying for me 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5283 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
The only beach around for dogs. There have been no incidents harming wildlife that I have 
seen. Leave it alone 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Let us have some beach space. The quarry proposed for dog use is very small and it is 
often packed with families as is lovely for small children. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5297 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  Aotearoa Surf Company Ltd 

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Team, 
There has never been an issue with Dog Walking at Te Arai Beach South (Forestry beach) 
Do not ban dogs on this beach and force all dogs to the Quarry area of Te Arai Beach. 
Dog owners need space and Te Arai South Forestry beach has been used for a 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Allow dogs on Forestry Beach - Te Arai South 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5300 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs need somewhere to run and explore. There is never any issues at forestry and it’s 
totally Ridiculous to take this away from dog owners. Humans have enough! Please don’t 
take this away 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5303 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs need more space than what is being proposed. 
Forestry beach is a perfect place for dogs and access should be allowed there. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Keep some kind of sensibility.  Dogs should be allowed at forestry beach 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5325 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
I live at, Buckletons Bay, Tawharanui Peninsula. This is the local park I am concerned 
about. It is a small, family picnic and swimming bay. Even 2 dogs off-leash are difficult 
when  we take our grandchildren to play there. Two calm, well trained dogs are OK, but 
still unpredictable, 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5335 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Submission on proposed Dog regulation changes - Auckland Council 2025 

Specifically; on the following proposed change to Long Bay Regional Park, namely 

“Amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan Stream from on-leash 
to prohibited (off-leash access before 10am and after 5pm in summer and at any time in 

winter unchanged)” 

Firstly, Long Bay Regional Park is different from all other regional parks in that: 

It is urban rather than rural; and 

It is used by locals more than visitors (7 days/week vs 2 days/week). 

It is accepted that usage is higher on weekends and public holidays, however most days of 
the year the beach has plenty of space for both beach users and dog walkers.  It would be 
silly to deprive dog owners of using this space when it is already under-utilised over 70% 
of the time. Yesterday (18 February 2025) my wife and I walked our dog at around 2pm 
and there would have been less than 30 people on the entire length of the beach. 

Secondly, Long Bay Regional Park is different from all other North Shore and Hibiscus 
Coast beaches and reserves in that: 

It is the longest beach on the North Shore;  

Most if not all other urban beaches have reserve land where dogs are permitted – Long 
Bay is the exception.  If these proposed changes were to go ahead then dog owners in 
Long Bay, Torbay, Albany, Fairview Heights and surrounding areas would have no access 
to any part of Long Bay Regional Park (beach or reserve) during summer daylight hours; 
and 

It is the only Hauraki Gulf beach north of the Harbour Bridge where dog owners can walk 
their dogs between mid-morning and late afternoon during the summer period.  Auckland 
summers are becoming wetter meaning that parks and reserves are more likely to be 
unusable for dog walking during the summer months. 

Moreover, these differences have been accepted (and I would suggest, appreciated) by 
Aucklanders for many years.  Long Bay has always been “different” from other beaches 
and regional parks and it makes no sense to standardize the rules to conform with others 
which are inherently different from it.  

If a small minority of dogs and their owners are causing problems with other beach users, 
they should be approached by park rangers and directed to the appropriate signage 
regarding dogs on leads, bagging and disposing of “doggy-doo” and other regulations.  In 
my opinion the number of loud boomboxes on weekends and public holidays are a much 
bigger problem than dogs on leashes. 
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Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 



#5335 
 

 April 2025 Page 7 of 8 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Stanmore Bay Beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Hibiscus and Bays 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Stanmore Bay is a very large beach and has very low density of users during weekdays in 

summer.  Dogs should be allowed on a leash all year round at all times - possibly except 

public holidays and Sundays 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
 

Location 2: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

Manly Beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Hibiscus and Bays 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

Change the current rule to allow dogs under control on a leash 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Entire location 
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What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Entire locationManly Beach is a very large beach and has very low density of users during 

weekdays in summer.  Dogs should be allowed on a leash all year round at all times - 

possibly except public holidays and SundaysEntire location 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
 

Location 3: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
 

What local board area is this location in? 
 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Long Bay is different from other regional parks and beaches, both in its location and 
in its nature, and hence should not have to comform to "one size fits all" rules jist for 
the sake of administrative tidiness. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5336 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
My dog gets walked regularly with a dog walker/trainer who takes around 10 dogs at one 
time and it is amazing for my dog. If the numbers were restricted then I wouldn't get as 
much help to exercise my very high energy dog as I work full time and rely on the walks to 
keep my dog calm and happy and not a niusance to my neighbours. My dog walker/trainer 
is amazing with all her dogs she walks and they go through training to make sure they are 
listening well enough to go out in public with her so she is one of the actually careful ones 
who does an amazing job with all the animals. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
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 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
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We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5343 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
We are already limited where we can access beaches.  Happy to avoid bird-breeding 
areas/seasons.  Please do not ban even more areas. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We are already limited where we can access beaches.  Happy to avoid bird-breeding 
areas/seasons.  Please do not ban even more areas  ESPECIALLY FORESTRY BEACH - it is 
our only beach left 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

atiu creek 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:non lambing areas/seasons 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

in non-lambing areas and seasons only 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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PLEASE do NOT limit our dog access to FORESTRY BEACH - its the only one we have 
left 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5350 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5353 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
This is a writer beach where only locals come with their dogs. I’ve only ever seen 
respectful use of the beach by dog owners. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5361 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I do not support the proposed limit on walking multiple dogs. 

The proposed limit will only penalise responsible dog owners and will not stop 
irresponsible people who do not follow existing laws. 

I am a dog walker who services Auckland dogs in the West/Norwest area. I have been 
operating since 2023 and currently walk 30 dogs every week. 

I do not support the proposed limit because: 

The data does not support that people walking more than three dogs off lead are creating 
a problem. Incident data presented by Auckland Council showed only 0.7% of complaints 
related to people walking more than two dogs, meaning those walking more than three 
must be even less. In addition the data used to support that there is a problem and 
presented to council in July 2024 was based on a survey of 2,000 civically minded people 
and its interpretation by Council is seriously flawed and fails to show that over half of 
respondents had never had an issue with people walking more than two dogs. The survey 
also doesn’t ask how many people had seen more than three dogs being walked at once. 
There have been more than 2,750 signatures on the Professional Dog Walkers Association 
petition opposing this proposed limit so more than 2,750 people don’t think there is an 
issue when less than 1,000 respondents to the peoples panel think they saw more than 
two dogs being walked causing a problem.  

The change unfairly targets professional dog walkers only. Auckland Council staff have 
said that they are not targeting professional dog walkers, but this bylaw change will only 
impact professional dog walkers. Professional dog walkers have not been spoken to about 
any nuisance issues or how to best address any issues. I think that licensing of some kind 
rather than a total ban would better address any issues with professional dog walkers. 

The Bylaw won't be enforced. Auckland dog owners all know that Animal Management 
staff are stretched, and it takes days for them to respond to serious issues. Animal 
Management already do not proactively monitor known dog walking hotspots and this 
bylaw will not change this. The fact that the Waitakere Rangers Local Board had to fund a 
dedicated ranger to monitor and enforce rules at west coast beaches is proof of this. If 
Auckland Council won't enforce the bylaw then the only people who will be impacted will 
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be those that already follow all the rules, meaning rule breakers will continue to break the 
rules and issues will continue. 

I support a license being developed to regulate professional dog walkers as they have the 
skills to handle multiple dogs and provide a valuable service to responsible dog owners in 
the community. A system similar to that in Wellington where walkers take a course, are 
observed walking dogs and face limits would fully address the current issues with 
Professional Dog Walkers. I also support the Wellington system where walkers with less 
than a year of experience are limited to walking 6 dogs and more experienced walkers can 
walk up to 12 dogs and I believe this would be suitable for Auckland. If Council are 
concerned with the cost of administering a licensing system then an association like the 
Professional Dog Walkers Association could assist Council with parts of the system and 
Council could still collect a fee.  

Auckland has a serious issue with roaming dogs and Council should focus on this and not 
multiple dog walkers who make up a tiny amount of reported issues. A licensing regime is 
the only way forward and Council should proceed with licensing not the proposed 
universal limits. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5395 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I believe that as long as people follow the rules it is great to have this beautiful beach to 
walk and exercise their dog. 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5404 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Forestry Beach is the only beach we have left to exercise our dogs off leash. There are 
wildlife  protected areas to the North and South, where dogs are not allowed, why would 
this 5km stretch be needed too? 

 This is discrimination against dog owners, we 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5415 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Because it works. Why change something that works already. Just making it more 
restrictive for those that are doing that already. If it was a problem they wouldn't do it I 
would hope. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Biggest concern is the proposed change to the overall objective of the policy, from being 
very supportive of dogs as a part of our society, to being viewed as more of a ‘nuisance’. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Personally, my biggest concern is the proposed change to the overall objective of the 
policy, from being very supportive of dogs as a part of our society, to being viewed as 
more of a ‘nuisance’. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5429 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
It’s working fine as it is , why change the amount of dogs to be walked?? Just another 
example of being throttled by more rules & regulations 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
South Auckland!!!! So many Bully breeds left to roam the streets and generally being 
uncared for  
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These dogs need loving and secure homes and not just being kept as a status symbol then 
forgotten about .  

These irresponsible owners are what give these Bully breeds a bad name!!  

 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Yes! Why do these policies and  bylaws need to be meddled with ??  

It’s squeezing the joy out of dog owners wanting to enjoy exercising their dogs with so 
many areas being made inaccessible and it’s just getting worse!   

********** ********** it makes me so mad!!! 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 

Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change
Mahurangi East 
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I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Again why put all these restrictions in place??  

It’s working ok at the moment so why the prosecution  

We are not being given reasons for all these prohibitions!! 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
How about informing dog owners WHY these proposed changes are being made?  

And why not make all this more public , what have  you got to hide , unscrupulous 
behaviour - shame on you Auckland  Council !!!🤬 go away and come up with some  more 
fair & produc 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

If dog owners are responsible and they can show that their dogs are well controlled 
then why take away the freedom of enjoying our parks  with our dogs who by the way 

are part of people’s families -, it’s just deprivation 😞  

Have a heart ARC 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5432 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Changing this rule would negatively impact dog walkers & their business. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 
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Tell us why 

Clarifying the existing rules are good. However I do not support limiting further the parks 
& other council areas where dogs are allowed both on & off leash. I believe maintaining 
good off leash areas is important to dogs & owners. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Clarifying the existing rules are good. However I do not support limiting further the parks 
& other council areas where dogs are allowed both on & off leash. I believe maintaining 
good off leash areas is important to dogs & owners. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
I believe dogs should have access both on & off leash under the control & guidance of 
their owners. People breaking the rules should be fined or reprimanded. 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Clarifying the existing rules are good. However I do not support limiting further the parks 
& other council areas where dogs are allowed both on & off leash. I believe maintaining 
good off leash areas is important to dogs & owners. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
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Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri 
Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park,Waitawa Regional 
Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are allowed 
both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to dogs & 
owners. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are allowed 
both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to dogs & 
owners. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are allowed 
both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to dogs & 
owners. 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are allowed 
both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to dogs & 
owners. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are allowed 
both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to dogs & 
owners. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are allowed 
both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to dogs & 
owners. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I do not support limiting further the parks & other council areas where dogs are 
allowed both on & off leash. I believe maintaining good off leash areas is important to 
dogs & owners. 
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Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 



#5434

April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
The beach at forestry is a dog haven, local dog owners use this regularly to exercise off 
leash- a precious beach for us. The proposed off leash at quarry is not big enough!  
The gem of the area is having a beach we can take the whole family too any time 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Leave them be!! 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Dog owners will always be the minority due simply to the number of people in the 
Auckland region and the practicalities of having a dog. Dog owners themselves are not 
sufficiently consulted. 
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Clarification doesn’t mean changing access permissions. Dogs need many different forms 
of exercise as well as places where there owners relax also I.e not simply designated dog 
parks. There should be more places such as beaches where dogs are allowed. Penalties 
should be applied to owners whose dogs cause actual harm as opposed to a blanket rule 
which impacts upon the majority of owners 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Forestry beach has had dog access rules and slowly Auckland Council has been removing 
access to other beaches. Reducing access results in concentration of dogs which creates 
far wider problems. 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Dogs and their owners aren’t considered well as they are a minority. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
You are removing the limited walking tracks that are available and this limits dog walkers 
especially those who don’t want to walk in dog only parks or on the street. Do not support 
this change. 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 
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Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 



#5437 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

This is one of the only dog walking beaches in the area. The quarry is too small and 
isolating a small area will cause problems with too many dogs in a small space. Forestry 
beach has been used as a dog walking beach for years without issue. The developme 

 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I think they should have a licence but then can walk 8 off leash as long as they are ok 
control 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 
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2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Work with the dog industry professionals around a licensing system rather than a blanket 
rule. PDWA NZ have the best professional in the industry to help make an educated 
decision on this. A blanket rule will just punish everyone including personal owners who 
have more than 6 dogs and skilled professionals who have put years of practice and study 
into doing what they do well and safely. A blanket rule for public and professionals seems 
unjustified as well. It's like saying electricians can no longer do 80% of their job alongside 
the public.  

Public walkers and professional walkers do not hold the same skill set or knowledge as 
those who have studied and worked professionally for years. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
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100% have a list of registered qualified people. I am not sure what this qualification 
should be as a lot of skilled trainers / behaviourists don't hold qualifications in New 
Zealand but they could do a council course to register. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 

What does this mean? 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
For example? This does not say what I am or am not supporting here. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Also does not say what I am or am not supporting 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What is the update you are looking at? 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
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3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
We need more dog friendly places in Auckland not less. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
We need more dog friendly places in Auckland not less.  

Support dogs being allowed on leash in restaurants 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I think dogs can be on leash in all these prohibited areas - exclusion the dams. Fair 
enough to keep dogs out of water supply's 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs on leash do not bother anyone. We need more dog friendly places in Auckland not 
less. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
We need more dog friendly places in Auckland not less. 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs on leash are safe and no bother to anyone 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
We need more dog friendly places in Auckland not less. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We need more dog friendly places in Auckland not less. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I support this excluding the mountain bike tracks and bikers like to take their dogs with 
them and this can be managed safely 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

All beaches 

What local board area is this location in? 

I don't know 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

Tell us why 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Dogs on leash are safe to the public and apply no nuisance. dogs in summer need the 

option to cool off in the sea and this can be done safely on leash. 



#5440 
 

 April 2025 Page 8 of 8 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Auckland needs to allow dogs to go in more public places not less. The more we confine 

and limit them the more they are left at home to cause a nuisance, build up pent up 

energy's which comes out with barking and destruction behaviour causing far more issues 

than on leash dogs in public. Go anywhere in Europe and see how calm and well behaved 

the dogs are because you can take them anywhere so they are out with there owners all 

the time and they are well behaved because they are getting a healthy steady release of 

energy. Confining dogs at home is a huge issue in New Zealand, it's old fashion and times 

need to change. 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5471 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#5471 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
a person can only handle the most 6 dogs whether on leash or not 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Shakespear Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5473 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
SUBMISSION FOR AUCKLAND CITY COUNCIL DOG WALKING RULES 

When setting regulations for dog walkers, careful consideration needs to be given to 
factors that influence outcomes such as the number of years of experience and the 
location where the dogs are walked. 

As a pack walker with over seven years of walking dogs, conducting over 3000 pack walks 
in that time, I feel qualified enough to suggest ideas and standards for commercial dog 
walkers.  I have grown my business Doggy Bush Break from scratch, currently have a good 
clientele base with a waiting list and won a business award in 2023.  

It takes a very special person with a very special set of skills to be able to handle a pack of 
dogs. 

A blanket rule covering dog walkers will not work if the person has had zero experience or 
proper training.  It also penalises the experienced, long established, experienced dog 
walkers who often have more control of their packs than some dog owners.    

I would suggest a monitoring or licencing system instead.  I have seen dog walkers that 
can’t handle six dogs because of their lack of inexperience meaning they have no concept 
of safety of the pack in public spaces, animals and the environment because of their 
inability to assess their environment or the animals correctly. I have also seen owners 
who cannot control their dog/s around my pack while my pack will be calm and focussed 
on me.   

I can safely walk up to 14 dogs on the leash and can control all the dogs off leash because 
the packs have been together for years.  Almost half of my dogs have been with me for 
over 4 years.  They all know the routine, what’s expected of them and know how to 
behave when with me. They are trained to come back straight away. I can call ‘leash’ and 
they will come and stand waiting to be clicked on.  All in under a minute.  I have trained 
them extremely well.  It’s an important part of the business. I train the dogs to be calm 
and balanced.  And to focus on me. 

However, in saying this, I have some packs that I purposely keep small in numbers 
because of their high energy.  An experienced pack walker knows the limits of the pack 
and knows the dogs and their personalities and the environments where it is safe and 
appropriate to walk different groups.  All packs must have the same level of balance, 
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responsiveness and calmness regardless of the numbers.  All dogs must always be under 
complete control and safety always comes first. 

Benefits of pack walks for dogs: 

The proposed rules will adversely impact dogs and their health and welfare in Auckland.  
Commercial dog walking businesses provide an important and needed service in the 
region. 

Socialisation 

This includes the environment, not just with other dogs.  I have a lead dog who works with 
every pack, and she is vital in my business as she keeps the pack in line. Dogs learn many 
different play techniques which helps them to interact properly with other dogs while out 
with their owners. Many of my clients are at work during the day and their dogs weekly 
pack walk is often their highlight of the week. 

Exercise & Mental Stimulation 

Many dogs require more exercise and mental stimulation over and above their daily walks, 
and the pack situation provides this. 

Leash training 

Training how to walk and behave on a leash – no dogs are to walk in front of my knee.  The 
pack trains the newbies. This in turn transfers over to the owners.   

Environment training 

How to remain calm and have self-control in the many situations that are presented while 
on the walks. I have had horses, rabbits, ********** pheasants, birds, cats and people 
throw balls and sticks in front of the pack while on the leash.  I often have more control 
over the pack than owners that cannot control their own dog.  

Educating the public 

Teaching children how to approach dogs.  So many children will run up to the pack (and 
the parents will just let them).  I train people as well. The dogs under my care have 
learned to be calm while I talk with people I meet.  

Recall training 

One of the most important commands a dog owner needs. 

Everything I do is training, training, training. And this in turn creates a more balanced and 
calmer dog for their owners. 

Costs of running a dog walking business 

I drive over 750kms per week to cover the Matakana Coast area and there are many 
expenses in running the business such as liability insurance, vehicle insurance, vehicle 
maintenance, petrol, leashes, collars and equipment, ACC levies, accounting fees etc.  
This list goes on. 

If pack walkers were limited to only six dogs, (with my lead dog who works with every 
pack) that leaves only five client dogs, and it means the business would not be financially 
viable.  Hiring a worker to be able to have my whole pack stay together in their current 
numbers would cost over $50,000 per year. Again, making the business not financially 
viable. 

Raising the fees for my clients to cover the expenses would mean dog walking would 
become a luxury item for many respon... 

'See attached 
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Summary of Attachment: 

  

Experience and Training: 

Emphasizes the importance of experience and proper training for dog walkers. 

Suggests a monitoring or licensing system instead of blanket rules. 

Pack Control: 

Highlights the ability to control large packs of dogs due to experience. 

Stresses the importance of knowing each dog’s personality and the environment. 

Benefits of Pack Walks: 

Socialization with other dogs and the environment. 

Provides exercise and mental stimulation. 

Leash and recall training. 

Business Viability: 

Discusses the costs of running a dog walking business. 

Argues that limiting pack sizes would make the business financially unviable. 

Safety Procedures: 

Recommends safety collars and continuous monitoring. 

Emphasizes the importance of collecting dog waste and respecting the environment. 

Conclusion: 

Requests a six-month adjustment period for new rules. 

Advocates for a licensing system to ensure quality and safety. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5483 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
The amount of dog any one person has definite control of has a limit. There needs to be a 
definition of what 'under control' actually means, especially off lead. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Neutering a dog is the responsibility of the owner, not the ratepayers. I also don't believe 
forcing neutering as it may not fix the problem. Menacing dogs are the result of the 
human owner. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5491 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Rather than sweeping changes, a license system would be better. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Should remain the same, no change. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
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No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Should remain the same, no change. 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Should remain the same, no change. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change

Tell us why 
Should remain the same, no change. 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
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Should remain the same, no change. 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Should remain the same, no change. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

This is quite a big change in many places, why? We should be aiming to become more 
dog friendly, not less. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5495 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Because more than 6 dogs is virtually impossible to control and pack walkers with large 
numbers of dogs are problematic in many areas 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai 
Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 

Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 

single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Please don't remove areas for dogs 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 

prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
This is a well used dog walking area and is punative to remove the current access 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

While I support dogs on leashes in high use areas and finding a balance between the 
wider community and dog owners, the number of dogs owned is increasing while you 
are reducing the areas dogs can go. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5521 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs on Forestry beach are always accompanied by their responsible carer.  Dogs living in 
urban areas have very few places to exercise off leash and this essential to their well 
being and behaviour.  
There has been a huge amount of consented disruption in 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5524 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Overall, council seems to be proposing sweeping changes that go directly against the 
Policy on Dogs 2019, notably: 

- The objectives of the current dog policy to “keep dogs as a positive part of the life of 
Aucklanders by:  maintaining opportunities for owners to take their dogs into public 
places” 

- A core principal of the poilcy to  “Recognise dog owners as legitimate users of public 
places and that dog access is essential for dog welfare” S1(a) 

- A requirement to consider all “practicable alternatives” AND that ‘displaced dog 
owners, and their dogs have access to other places as part of the same decision’ S6 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I do not support the proposed change to the overall objective of the policy, from being 
very supportive of dogs as a part of our society, to dogs being viewed as more of a 
nuisance to be accommodated.  

The current (2019) Policy and by law state one of the key objectives of the policy is to 
“maintain opportunities for owners to take their dogs to public places”.  

The proposal is to change this wording and uses language that refers to dogs as a ‘danger 
and distress, a nuisance, cause damage’ and that there is an expected or “inherrent 
conflict between dog owners” and members of the public. This is the exact opposite of 
what I experience as a dog owner and the interactions my dog and I have with members of 
the public.   

I feel that the proposed changes are based on the negative actions of a few bad dog 
owners, rather than the everyday positive impact of dogs experienced by the majority who 
are responsible dog owners. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  

Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 
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Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5543 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We regulary walk this beach.  
Dog owners say they are responsible but repeatedly we see the dogs running into the 
dunes where birds are nesting and chasing birds in the surf.  
I would like the ban or dogs on a leash only. 
It would be nice to have a dog pa 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5567 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
Maximum 4 dogs but none off leash. How many people have instant recall with their own 
let alone someone elses dog..  Very rare ! 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
Neutering or speying does not make much difference to a dogs temperament sadly its a 
bit of an old wives tale . 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5587 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai 
Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional 
Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park,Waitawa Regional 
Park,Wenderholm Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
When walking with my grandchildren in the regional parks beach and foreshore areas I do 
not have to worry about stray or uncontrolled dogs approaching us. 

I support making the space used by animals that live at the park safer by restricting dog 
access. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I do not want to be approached by any dogs while camping, walking, or using my mountain 
bike. 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

Tell us why 
When on the beach areas with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any 
dogs.  This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a 
dog. 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
When on the beach areas with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any 
dogs.  This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a 
dog. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
When using the open sanctuary with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by 
any dogs.  This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by 
a dog. 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
When using the park with my grandchildren I do not want to be approached by any dogs.  
This lessens the risk of my grandchildren or myself being harassed or bitten by a dog. 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5609 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change
Tell us why 
There is already very limited dog walking areas in this region that to further restrict dog 
usage would be hugely detrimental to the community of this area and those who enjoy 
travelling to the beach. I am a local living 10 minutes drive and have enjoyed 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5686 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5717 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#5717 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
all the professionals I have seen walking dogs appear to be handling those dogs in a 
manner that makes no sense to make any proposal to limit the number of animals being 
walked. We want postively socialised dogs that do not cause a nuisance - to achieve this, 
dogs need to be social. people and dog friendly, achieved by having them out and about 
with other dogs and people. We want dogs not to be causing a nuisance at their place of 
residence - achieved through stimulation and exercise. These are achieved for some dogs, 
bu pet walkers, being taken out and about (stimulation) , being with other animals 
(socialisation) and exercise (walking , running and playing with a number of other dogs) . 
Put limits on this and there will be animals who will miss out on this opportunity. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
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this bylaw changed makes no sense UNLESS it is an indepedant body doing the classifying 
of the menacing dog. It cannot be council making the classification. IE : should be a local 
vet or dog behavioural specialist chosen by dog owner but fully qualified - ie qualified vet 
/ qualified specialist. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Why do we need to have a vote on removing outdated information - if nothing has 
changed?  Update the landmark if its moved, or if you are EXPANDING an area to use... 
however other than that, I cannot see any reason anything might be "outdated" . 

 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
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3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:
Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park

Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Tell us why  

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
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 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
where is the "ensuring that dogs are part of our society " in doing this? 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5737 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?
I do not support the proposed change

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules

Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs are companion animals and part of the family unit and prohibiting dogs from the 
beach is unfair to responsible dog owners. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Too complicated, keep it simple 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Too complicated 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5794 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We have all walked our dogs there for years and years. There is barely anywhere where we 
live to walk our dogs. Why change this all of a sudden? Dog walkers keep this beach in 
pristine condition, you never see poo or poo bags left on the beach. Absolutely 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I only want to comment on Forestry beach at Te Arai. Leave the rules as they are so we 
have somewhere to walk off leash as we have done forever!! 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5799 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
This set limit would greatly impact the livelihoods of many responsible and capable Dog 
handling professionals in our region. Many of these professionals have operated under the 
current rules without issue our incident in shared spaces. An irresponsible person in 
charge of two out of control dogs is more hazardous to the public than a responsible dog 
walker with a well trained group of 10.  

If an effort was made to properly hold those who break the existing rules accountable we 
would see that the majority of those cases are members of the public with one or two 
dogs. The large majority of professionals walking large packs are the most responsible 
and respectful users of shared spaces as they hold themselves to a higher standard of 
care. I believe the supposed changes unfairly target professional dog walkers as they are 
more visible public users and not due to any wrongdoing. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Muriwai Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 



#5799

April 2025 Page 4 of 6 

We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?
I don’t know

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 



#5799

April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Forestry beach should remain available to responsible dog owners 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5800 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Pākiri Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Responsible dog owners with well behaved controlled dogs do not pose any threat to the 
environment and natural habitat anymore than humans do. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Responsible dog owners and well trained dogs do not pose any threat to the area, natural 
environment or habitat anymore than humans do. 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Responsible dog owners and well trained and well behaved dogs do not pose any threat to 
the area. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5810 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#5810 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Our experience with dog trainers and walkers over the years, is that they have control of 
the pack of dogs they walk/exercise. 

We have seen first hand on many occasions the pack being instructed to move to one 
side, sit and wait for walkers/cyclists/horse to walk past, packs of 12+ all off leash. 

We would not allow our dogs to go out with a pack walker that was not experienced and 
that we trusted implicitly, as the ramifications of one of our dogs behaving badly would 
fall onto us and would potentially be fatal for one of our dogs, we would not risk this. 

The enrichment provided by dog walkers/trainers cannot be understated, we have rescue 
dogs and they have grown in confidence and it has helped with anxiety and fear 
behaviours by being part of a well led pack. 

 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
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A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5822 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Why can't peopke bring their dogs to the campground? Camp grounds all over NZ allow 
dogs abd Muriwai beach itself is fantastic fir a family holiday with their dog 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Disgraceful! Dogs enjoy a swim at the beach  and you're effectively removing dog owners 
access to the beach with their dogs.  Meaning effects on dogs and their owners mental 
health. Stop punishingbwell behaved dogs and their owners 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 

prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Once again you're punishing responsible dog owners  by taking away their happy place. 
What are you replacing these banned areas with? Disgraceful.  
I am totally against the change to dog access at forestry beach and the associated coastal 
tracks. This ne 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I'm a girse rider and a dog owner. It would be great to have parks where I can take 
them both together 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5830 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  Ngāti Manuhiri Settlement Trust 

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

The Trust supports the overarching objectives of the proposed amendments, particularly 
those aimed at maintaining opportunities for dog owners while addressing environmental 
and safety concerns. Specifically, we endorse provisions to: 

1.Clarify and update dog access rules for regional parks, including Te Ārai. 

2.Limit the number of dogs a person may walk at one time. 

3.Reorganise and simplify policy content for clarity and enforceability. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Dog access should be restricted from Tūpuna Maunga 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear 
Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional 
Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5846 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I am appalled by this proposed change to ban dogs from Forestry Beach. This is a very 
popular beach for locals to walk their dogs and that as soon as Auckland Council takes 
control of this area you immediately want to ban dogs. This is such an extreme and 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 



#5846 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

I am only concerned about Forestry Beach at Te Arai Regional Park. However I am 
really disappointed that as soon as you took over this area you slapped up no dogs 
signs all over the forestry track behind Forestry Beach we have used and loved this 
track for years and it makes no sense why dogs would now be banned from this track. 
It should be at owners risk 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5901 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Dogs don’t only show menacing behaviour just because they are ‘full’. Have seen plenty of 
dogs get worse after being neutered. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Shakespear 
Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
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A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Lived by long bay for many years and never had an issue with my dog vs other dogs or my 
dog vs people whether morning, midday or evening. All dogs I have seen at the beach 
while walking mine have always been under control by their owners. Never seen any 
trouble even when the beach is packed out. Don’t think the dates should be until March 1, 
they should be Dec to start of Feb maximum. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
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Tell us why 
The rules are fine as they are. 

 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
More clearly understandable 

 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
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We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Makes more sense. Was confused where access was allowed when I took my dog here. 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5907 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Auckland Council has no plans to open new off-leash areas in the immediate vicinity. The 
proposed query is insufficient for proper off-leash exercise, especially with many dogs, 
without causing any issues with children and the general public. 
The only ea 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5908 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We need more off leash areas not less. 
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Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5931 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 



#5931

April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
My wife and I regularly drive 45 minutes to take our dog swimming and walking at Forestry 
Beach.  We have been doing to that beach for about 20 years.  We love taking our dog 
there.  It is out of the way, and is mainly used by other dog owners and surfers 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Maximum 2 on leash, and none for off leash 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Council actions must be clear on the signage, e.g. fines, and include council phone 
number where complaints can be made 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
All menacing dogs should not be allowed on parks as it poses danger to kids and other 
smaller dogs on leash 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Clear access rules with areas allowed, no of dogs, time and especially must keep away 
from sports field 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Clear rules for owners to pickup dog's poo, and signage must include either council phone 
number or email address where picture evidence can be sent 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  



#5952 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5954 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
My husband and I have been regular visitors to Forestry Beach for many years, not only 
with our labrador dog, Leia, but with our previous old dog, Benny.  Forestry Beach is the 
perfect place for a dog beach.  It's well off the beaten track, down a dirt ro 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5956 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
The Auckland City Council is currently proposing a bylaw that would limit the number of 
dogs a person can walk at one time to six, with a maximum of three dogs off-lead. While 
this may seem like a measure to improve public safety, it is unlikely to address the real 
problem of irresponsible dog ownership. The individuals who are already failing to keep 
their dogs under control will likely continue to do so, regardless of this restriction. On the 
other hand, professional dog walkers, who are providing an essential service for both dogs 
and their owners, would be severely impacted by these limitations. 

- **Impact on professional dog walkers:** The proposed bylaw would significantly affect 
businesses that specialize in dog walking, putting additional strain on their ability to 
operate effectively and provide for their clients' needs. 

- **Ineffective solution for irresponsible behavior:** This measure does little to curb the 
actions of irresponsible dog owners or “cowboy” dog walkers who flout existing rules. 
Instead, it risks punishing those who are already walking their dogs responsibly. 

- **Wellington’s approach:** In contrast, Wellington has implemented a more thoughtful 
approach by requiring professional dog walkers to pass a test and undergo an assessment 
by an animal control officer before being licensed to walk a set number of dogs. This 
system ensures that only qualified professionals are walking multiple dogs, reducing risks 
while supporting responsible practices. 

Rather than imposing blanket restrictions that could hinder responsible dog walkers, the 
focus should be on targeted solutions that prevent harm and ensure public safety without 
negatively impacting those who are doing the right thing. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5965 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum eight dogs, with no more than four off-leash 

Tell us why 
Experienced pack dog Walkers are trained to control dogs & if they are regular dogs, the 
walker knows their behavior. 

It's the wanna be ones that want to earn a quick buck us ruining it for the Professionals. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5987 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear 
Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5992 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Shakespear 
Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 



#5992 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6022 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I don’t believe that it is the amount of dogs being walked that is the problem, it is whether 
the person can handle them safely and respect the public and the areas they are in. We 
have many more issues with roaming dogs, and just generally having off leash, out of 
control dogs in on leash only areas. In my experience, the average dog owner is usually 
more likely to be irresponsible with their dogs. I have personally had many off leash dogs 
rush over to my dogs when I’m minding my own business, with seemingly no owner in 
sight 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
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 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
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We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6036 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Professional dog walkers ae a important part of our animal care, the new rules will affect 
this service . 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Shakespear Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6043 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 

 alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
There are more issues with off leash dogs 'on muriwai beach' compared to the other areas 
1. Off leash dogs on the beach cause havoc for;

Horse riders

Wildlife on beach

Other beach users
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Owners are unable to control their dogs in such a large open space 

 

 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6102 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
There is not enough detail - rules should be different for certified/accredited dog walkers 
to those of general dog owners. I am aware of a number of professional dog walkers who 
have the ability to control a number of dogs (8-10) better than individuals walking there 
dogs along the beach or other public spaces ! 

Please don’t let these professionals be disadvantaged by the actions of others 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Any restructure policy needs to be properly enforced- the current dog rules are 
continually ignored by individuals who will contito ignore any new policy or rules 
therefore the focus should be on enforcement and not a blanket approach that will impact 
the many professional and responsible dog walkers 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Absolutely support this but again reiterate that enforce is the key here and needs to 
better than it is currently 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Absolutely support this but again reiterate that enforce is the key here and needs to 
better than it is currently 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Absolutely support this but again reiterate that enforce is the key here and needs to 
better than it is currently 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why 
logical 

 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I would like to see at least a six-month adjustment period and for very serious 
consideration to be given to the requirement for a license to operate a commercial dog 
walking business, rather than a blanket set of rules. 
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It is imperative that any rules changes do not impact on those professional dog walkers as 
generally they are not the ones breaking the existing rules so it would be unfair to have 
them negatively impacted by a new blanket set of rules and regulations. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai 
Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
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and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I support the proposed change

Mahurangi East 
I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 
I support the proposed change

Tell us why 
These proposed changes seem to make sense and not negatively impact the majority of 
responsible dog owners and professionals dog walkers 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Seems to be a change brought about to appease the minority 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 



#6102

April 2025 Page 6 of 7 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
No problem as seems to be a logical extension of current rules 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
A sensible compromise for all 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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As per previous comments - there is a need to focus on enforcement of existing rules 
before making any changes and any changes should take into consideration the need 
to allow for professional and accredited dog walkers 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6111 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Long Bay beach is used by an enormous catchment of dog owners, from Riverhead, 
Coatesville, Albany, Northcross to Torbay (a huge family-home-oriented suburb). If all 
local dogs are funnelled into two narrow slots, which would mostly be the after 5pm slot, I 
fear that the beach will change from a wonderful dog walking place to a place clogged 
with dogs forced into close quarters to one another and with all the people who come 
after work for a swim. This seems to be asking for trouble. 

Dog owners treasure this unique beach, where the canine family member does not have to 
be left at home during family outings to the beach. This is why it is a peaceful, happy 
place, where people can chat with other owners. Older people, who have worked hard all 
their lives and often foregone dog ownership can use their days in a healthy way by 
driving to the beach for a walk with their beloved pets. Many of these folk are widows and 
widowers with small dogs. Not everyone is healthy enough to jump out of bed and get to 
the beach first thing in the morning and if we honour our elderly, surely we can allow 
them to have one beach where they can go at a time convenient to them. Many people 
have chosen to live near Long Bay in their golden years for precisely that reason. 

The very lovely park is already off-limits to those with a dog in the family, which is quite 
heartbreaking enough, when other beach reserves are open to leashed dogs. How harsh 
and unfeeling this proposal is! It really says that the developers crowding the suburb have 
all the wins, locals lose. Locals know to stay home in the crowded summer weekends, so 
they already lose out. This beach is a long, long beach and dog owners also know to avoid 
high tide, when there is less space for dogs on leashes. Long Bay dogs and their owners 
are ok. “Why fix it if it ain’t broke?” Funnel funds to policing the hundreds of portable 
speakers that are coming to blight the bay. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
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We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6136 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
When setting regulations for dog walkers, careful consideration needs to be given to 
factors that influence outcomes such as the number of years of experience and the 
location where the dogs are walked. A blanket rule covering dog walkers will not work if 
the person has had zero experience or proper training. It also penalises the experienced, 
long established, experienced dog walkers who often have more control of their packs 
than some dog owners. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6170 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
That number is more manageable 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
As long as it’s done by a qualified animal behaviorist 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
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Should be able to take your dog to all parks, beaches etc. As long as they have good recall 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in these places as long as they are under control 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Should be allowed as long as under control 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional 
Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
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Because under control they should be allowed in these areas 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?
I support the proposed change

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
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leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
They should be allowed in the picnic area 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Long bay regional park 

What local board area is this location in? 

I don't know 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
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Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Other - please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

They should be allowed in all areas 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 

 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6184 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I own 8 working dogs I take out under control. Why should I be punished for letting my 
dogs run off their energy and having a good life because of a few people that don’t have 
the skills to control dogs but enter a profession that requires that skill? To resolve this 
issue I support the PDWA in their licensing idea. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6197 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
My dog has a weekly walk with a professional dog walker so that she can learn dog-
socialisation skills.  I pay for this service precisely because there is a group of dogs (not a 
limited number).  The dog walker is absolutely professional in the standard of behaviour 
she expects from all the dogs in her charge and she trains them to behave accordingly.  
They are not allowed off leash until they demonstrate that they have learned the required 
behaviour. 

Rather than the draconian limits on the size of the pack, as proposed, I suggest we 
develop a registration and licensing system. 

I understand that dogs can be a problem, and that occasionally humans are hurt by them.  
This is always a very sad event.  But, as you know, it doesn't mean that all dogs are bad, 
and you are clearly aware that owning dogs brings significant benefits to humans.  You 
also know that a single dog can be as much of a problem as a dog that is being walked as 
part of a pack by a dog-walking service provider. 

My dog attends a weekly afternoon walk/run with a group of dogs, precisely because I 
want her to learn appropriate dog socialisation skills.  There is no other way that I can 
summon a group of dogs to give my dog the experience of being one of a pack.  And, even 
if I could, I know I don't have the ability to control a group of dogs. But I do know how to 
control my dog. 

The dog-walker who provides this service is professional, an excellent trainer, committed 
to the care and welfare of the dogs in her charge. These professional dog walkers provide 
an essential service for dogs and their owners.  They provide longer walks/runs, plus 
training, plus socialisation, and other benefits that are not only good for the dog but also 
for the owner and the community - because the dog is better trained, better behaved, 
happier, less likely to display anger or aggression. 

The proposed limits to the numbers of dogs being walked by such dog-walkers is likely to 
kill their businesses. Why do this?  Why risk removing an important service provider?  The 
proposed limits are unrealistic and uneconomic for these businesses.  We all understand 
that there is an issue to be addressed, but I suggest you work with the commercial dog-
walkers to develop a system that supports and encourages the competent providers and 
has a mechanism to help improve the less competent or remove them from providing 
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such a service.  Without a registration system in place I realise that you don't know how to 
contact dog-walking providers.  I imagine that most of the good ones will have submitted 
to your survey, so there is your starting point. After all it is in their interests that we have 
a system that works for them as well as for the general public. 

Wellington City Council has specific requirements for commercial dog walkers - they must 
be registered with the council and hold a licence, renewable annually.  In the Auckland 
Council area we have a Responsible Dog Owner scheme where a Dog Control Officer visits 
each applicant and assesses them for the status of being Responsible. Surely this can be 
extended to provide a registration/licensing system for commercial dog walkers - there 
can't be as many of them as there are individual dog owners. 

Please abandon the idea of pack limits, especially the very restricted numbers that are 
currently proposed, and instead please seriously consult on and develop a 
registration/licensing system for commercial dog-walkers. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6323 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6329 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

  



#6329 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
There needs to either be no change, or a special licence for professional pack walkers to 
carry on with their business. Our dog goes once a week with Nicki at doggy bush break on 
his pack walk. This is something we need to continue as it has been so beneficial to his 
training, especially as he was a puppy during covid lockdown so did not get all of the 
socialization and experiences he needed. His pack is always the same dogs and they are 
very well behaved together and look after each other. Nicki business would not be viable 
with a group of only 6 dogs. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
 
 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 7 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6335 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Walking 3 dogs off leash and one decides to attack say, a horse, the others may follow. 

Having 3 other dogs on leash, how is the handler going to control 6 dogs? 

A Responsible Dog Walker registration is paramount to public and livestock as well as 
others’ walking their dogs. 

Maximum 8 dogs with off-leash dogs only ever in an area where there is no one else 
present. As soon as a horse or other dog walker is seen, ALL dogs must be on leash. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
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 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 



#6335

April 2025 Page 5 of 7 

We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I do not support banning dogs from Forestry Beach. 
There is no issue that needs addressing. 
People have been walking their dogs here for decades with no issues or disturbance of 
native birds. 

Some Councils have an actual ban on owning a dog. Just in case 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

 

Pakiri beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Rodney 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

To respond to changes at location (e.g. a new playground, sports field, more people). 

Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 



#6335 
 

 April 2025 Page 7 of 7 

Walking dogs on the beach should not impact wildlife.  

It is the irresponsible dog owners who ruin it for the rest of us ‘responsible’ dog owners. 

How about more random checks from dog control officers to impound feral, roaming dogs 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 
 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

there is no issue that needs addressing. 

Birds don’t nest on the beach where dogs are walked. 

If there is any evidence of dogs disturbing wildlife, have that area as on-leash. But running 

your dog along a beach is one of the best things in the world. Why we live here! 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

Getting on top of areas that have issues, is paramount. I have witnessed irresponsible 
dog owners walking menacing dogs at Muriwai, not picking up after them; they spoil it 
for everyone else. 

More random checks from dog control officers at beaches please. And, response when 
there is any evidence of issues. Dogs that have attacked humans or livestock, must be 
put down 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Dog walking by our trainer is a very important part of our dogs life. They are a responsible 
and qualified trainer with full control of as many dogs as they have at the time 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
The status quote Q works well for when we exercise our dog and she attends a 
professional dog organisation. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 



#6358

April 2025 Page 4 of 7 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 

Location 1: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

Waitakere Ranges 

What local board area is this location in? 

Waitākere Ranges 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

Tell us why 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Other - please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Bush walks 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 

 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

In general there are very limited options to take dogs to regional locations particularly for 

walks on leads. Overseas there is greater accessibility for dogs in general. It would 

improve our dog experience to be able to take her on leash to more bush walk locational.g 

in the Waitākere ranges. 
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

The same as the previous page. Greater on leash access 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
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Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I have seen a professional dog handler walking 10 dogs all on a leash, she had total 
control of the dogs. 

Why disrupt and potentially ruin her business, for no good reason. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6370 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
My wife and I are dog owners and we have lived in the area for over 20 years.  Restrictions 
on where dogs can run off leash have diminished over that time.  Forestry beach is the 
last remaining beach where dogs are still allowed to run off leash, albeit s 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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bylaw and regional park dog access rules 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
It is rare for a person to have full control of 6 off leash dogs , and asking for trouble. Look 
at the amount of dogs that have got lost in Riverhead forest by dog walkers walking 
multiple dogs. Simple- less dogs hopefully more control 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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bylaw and regional park dog access rules 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
If the number of dogs is so limited then our trainer would not be able to financially carry 
out the great walks that our dog enjoys. They are qualified trainers and are responsible 
with all the dogs they walk 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 



#6380 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6387 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

see below 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
see below 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
see below 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 
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see below 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Concern: People are allowing their dogs to roam freely over dunes in Long Bay and 
Muriwai, potentially causing damage to the environment and disturbing wildlife. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Long Bay and Muriwai are ecologically sensitive areas, home to native 
plants, birds, and marine life. 

 • Uncontrolled dogs can disrupt nesting seabirds, including protected species 
such as the New Zealand dotterel and fairy tern. 

 • Dune ecosystems are fragile, and dog activity can lead to erosion, loss of 
vegetation, and habitat destruction. 

 • While some restrictions exist, enforcement appears to be inconsistent, 
leading to continued violations by irresponsible dog owners. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Stronger enforcement: Rangers or animal control officers should actively 
patrol these areas and issue fines for violations. 

 • Clearer signage and education: More visible signs should be placed at all 
entry points, explicitly stating dog restrictions and penalties for non-compliance. 

 • Community reporting system: Allow local residents and visitors to report 
dogs roaming in restricted areas via a dedicated phone line or app. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Restricting Dog Ownership to a Maximum of Two Dogs in Urban Areas 

Concern: In cities, households should be restricted to owning a maximum of two dogs to 
reduce nuisances such as excessive barking, attacks, and irresponsible ownership. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Some cities, such as Brisbane and parts of the US, have implemented two-
dog limits in urban areas to control population and prevent excessive noise or aggression. 

 • Larger numbers of dogs increase the risk of pack behavior, making 
aggression more difficult to control. 

 • Multi-dog households often fail to provide adequate training and 
socialisation, leading to an increase in nuisance complaints. 

 • Stricter regulations can prevent illegal backyard breeding and reduce the 
burden on animal shelters. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Modify the Dog Control Bylaw to limit households in urban areas to two dogs 
unless they apply for a special permit. 

 • Require inspections and permits for any households wanting to own more 
than two dogs. 

 • Enforce stricter penalties for households that exceed the limit without 
approval. 

Mandatory Euthanasia of Breeds Deemed Dangerous 

Concern: All breeds classified as dangerous should be euthanised to reduce the risk of 
attacks on humans and other animals. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Some breeds have a higher predisposition to aggression and cause the 
majority of fatal and severe dog attacks. 

 • Breed-specific legislation (BSL) is already in place in some countries, 
banning or heavily restricting ownership of certain breeds (e.g., pit bulls, Rottweilers, 
Dogo Argentinos). 

 • The argument that “it’s the owner, not the breed” is often used, but genetics 
play a significant role in temperament and aggression. 

 • Allowing these breeds to exist in public spaces poses an ongoing risk to 
people and pets. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Phase out ownership of breeds that have been classified as dangerous by 
banning breeding and importation. 

 • Automatically euthanise any banned breed found in pounds or caught 
roaming unregistered. 

 • Introduce compulsory microchipping and tracking of existing dangerous 
breeds to ensure compliance with safety measures. 

Euthanasia of Dogs with Multiple Aggression Complaints 
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Concern: Any dog with more than two recorded complaints of aggression should be 
automatically euthanised to prevent serious incidents. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Many severe attacks come from dogs with a history of previous complaints 
that were ignored. 

 • Current policies often allow aggressive dogs to remain in homes despite 
multiple warnings. 

 • Owners frequently disregard requirements for muzzles or confinement, 
leading to repeated incidents. 

 • Removing dangerous animals from the community reduces the risk of injury 
and liability. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Mandate euthanasia after two confirmed aggression complaints (biting, 
attacking other animals, serious intimidation). 

 • Create a national database of aggressive dogs to prevent owners from 
relocating problem animals. 

 • Implement stricter fines and legal consequences for owners who fail to 
manage aggressive dogs. 

Euthanising Dogs in Pounds After Four Months 

Concern: Any dog that remains in a pound for more than four months should be 
euthanised to prevent overcrowding and unnecessary resource consumption. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Pounds are not long-term shelters and do not have the resources to house 
dogs indefinitely. 

 • Long stays lead to deteriorating mental health in dogs, making them less 
adoptable. 

 • Many of these dogs will never find homes, and prolonging their stay is both 
costly and inhumane. 

 • Reducing pound numbers allows staff to focus on more adoptable animals. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Introduce a strict four-month limit on pound stays, after which dogs are 
euthanised unless a rescue organisation steps in. 

 • Increase funding for adoption programs to improve rehoming rates before 
euthanasia is required. 

 • Encourage foster programs to take in long-term dogs rather than keeping 
them in kennels indefinitely. 

Automatic Euthanasia of Crossbred Dogs from Banned Breeds 

Concern: Any dog in a pound that is a crossbreed of a banned breed should be 
automatically euthanised to prevent dangerous animals from re-entering the community. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Crossbreeding banned breeds undermines breed-specific legislation and 
reintroduces genetic aggression risks. 
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 • Identifying banned-breed traits in crossbreeds is often difficult, making 
enforcement challenging. 

 • Many attacks involve mixed-breed dogs with genetic ties to known 
aggressive breeds. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Mandate genetic testing for any dog suspected of being a banned breed mix. 

 • Enforce automatic euthanasia for any dog with genetic ties to restricted 
breeds. 

 • Prevent adoption of such dogs from shelters and pounds to stop 
reintroduction into communities. 

Euthanising Dogs in Pounds That Demonstrate Anti-Social Tendencies 

Concern: Any dog in a pound that exhibits anti-social behaviour with other dogs or 
humans should be euthanised inst... 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs Roaming Over Dunes at Long Bay and Muriwai 

Concern: People are allowing their dogs to roam freely over dunes in Long Bay and 
Muriwai, potentially causing damage to the environment and disturbing wildlife. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Long Bay and Muriwai are ecologically sensitive areas, home to native 
plants, birds, and marine life. 

 • Uncontrolled dogs can disrupt nesting seabirds, including protected species 
such as the New Zealand dotterel and fairy tern. 

 • Dune ecosystems are fragile, and dog activity can lead to erosion, loss of 
vegetation, and habitat destruction. 

 • While some restrictions exist, enforcement appears to be inconsistent, 
leading to continued violations by irresponsible dog owners. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Stronger enforcement: Rangers or animal control officers should actively 
patrol these areas and issue fines for violations. 

 • Clearer signage and education: More visible signs should be placed at all 
entry points, explicitly stating dog restrictions and penalties for non-compliance. 

 • Community reporting system: Allow local residents and visitors to report 
dogs roaming in restricted areas via a dedicated phone line or app. 

 Enforcement by Rangers – Fining Owners Who Violate Rules 

Concern: There are not enough rangers or enforcement officers ensuring dog owners 
comply with regulations. Many people ignore leash rules and other restrictions without 
consequences. 

Supporting Points: 

 • Current enforcement relies heavily on self-regulation and public complaints, 
which is ineffective. 

 • Without a visible presence of rangers or enforcement officers, many dog 
owners continue to break the rules. 

 • Councils often claim a lack of resources for active enforcement, leaving 
parks and sensitive areas vulnerable to misuse. 

 • Other cities (e.g., Sydney, London) have successfully introduced on-the-spot 
fines for off-leash dogs in restricted areas, encouraging compliance. 

Suggested Action: 

 • Increase ranger presence in high-risk areas (beaches, parks, reserves) during 
peak times, such as weekends and summer months. 

 • Introduce on-the-spot fines for dog owners who violate leash and 
environmental restrictions. 
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• Expand the role of park rangers to include dog management enforcement
rather than relying solely on animal control officers. 

• Require owners to attend educational workshops if they are caught violating
the rules multiple times. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs Roaming Over Dunes at Long Bay and Muriwai 
Concern: People are allowing their dogs to roam freely over dunes in Long Bay and 
Muriwai, potentially causing damage to the environment and disturbing wildlife. 
Supporting Points: 

• Long Bay and Muriwai

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs Roaming Over Dunes at Long Bay and Muriwai 
Concern: People are allowing their dogs to roam freely over dunes in Long Bay and 
Muriwai, potentially causing damage to the environment and disturbing wildlife. 
Supporting Points: 

• Long Bay and Muriwai

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6390 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  



#6390 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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bylaw and regional park dog access rules 
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
There are dog restriction laws already up this coastline and Forestry Beach has become a 
very popular off leash dog walking area because of this.. I have a large dog that requires 
alot of exercise and being able to go to the beach and let him burn off som 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6415 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Pākiri Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 

We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 

Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 

to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
There have been no incidents to support the ban of dogs from this area. Any restrictions 
only support the idea of billionaire exclusivity currently happening in the area. Changes to 
access for the common rates payer will confirm that the council is not li 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
For the same reasons as previously stated. Common access is being stolen from the 
individual to please the billionaire elites who aim to make it a private access area. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6429 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
How can one person control a large number of dogs, if one goes ferrel? 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I feel all dogs should be on a lead when off private property. And it's also time to register 
cats! 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
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A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 

 Tell us why 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6465 
 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 
 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):   

Local Board:  Rodney 

 

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
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Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Mahurangi Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 
Tell us why 
I am outraged. As a resident on Mahurangi West peninsula for 40 years, the proposed 
regulations banning dogs from Mahurangi West Regional Park Cudlip Point loop track 
effectively ban me from using a facility I have paid taxes and rates for all my adult li 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
It appears that walkers with dogs will no longer be allowed to cross from the East to the 
west on the perimeter track/walk on the Waiwera Estuary. Is this because there is a short 
walk along the edge of the paddock between. If this is so, surely a dividin 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 
 
 

Do you have any further comments about dog access rules at Regional Parks? 

No 

 




