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NIXON PARK – MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Updated 1 October 2014  

1. Introduction

1.1. Purpose of plan 

The purpose of this management plan is to set out Council’s policies regarding the 

maintenance and development of Nixon Park for recreational use. Only one small section of 

this park (Pt. Lot 42 D.P. 33 12) requires a management plan to be prepared. Because the 

remainder of the park is not defined as a ‘Reserve’ under the Reserves Act 1977, the 

provisions of that act do not apply and there is no statutory obligation on Council’s part to 

prepare a management plan. However, Council considers that because of the parks 

importance a management plan should nevertheless be prepared encompassing all of the 

area to enable interested bodies and residents to participate in the formulation of objectives 

and policies for the area. 

1.2. Classification under the Reserves Act 1977 

‘Recreation Reserve’, NZ Gazette 9 April 1981, No. 37, page 902 (Pt. Lot 42 only) 

1.3. Management 

Nixon Park is owned by Auckland Council and administered by the Albert-Eden Local Board. 

Organisations having use of parts of the reserve by lease or other tenancy agreements may 

be responsible for some management and control functions in accordance with their 

respective tenure documents. 

1.4. Location (see Appendix I) 

The park is situated in the north-eastern part of the Albert-Eden Local Board area and is 

bounded by the Newton-Waterview motorway, Central Road, Bond Street, industrially 

zoned properties in Kingsland terrace and New North Road, and the rear of residential 

properties in New Bond Street. 

1.5. Access 

The park is accessible to pedestrians along its entire western, northern and eastern sides. 

There is no provision for vehicular access. 

1.6. Zoning under the District Plan 

The park is zoned Open Space 3 in the Auckland Council District Plan – Operative Auckland 

City – Isthmus Section 1999 a zone providing for organised recreation. 

1.7. Area and Legal Description (See Appendix II) 

Area: 2.533 hectares 
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Legal description:  

Pt Allot. 18 Section 5 Suburbs of Auckland (2.2236 Ha) 

Lot 42 D.P. 3312 (1322m²) 

Lot 1 D.P. 96473 (1772m²) 

 

1.8. Physical Description (see Appendix III) 

The major part of the park is roughly square in shape, comprising a large grassed area 

bounded on three sides by banks which fall away from Central Road, Bond Street, and the 

southern boundary.  At its northern end the level area drops away down towards the 

Newton-Waterview Motorway. The southern bank bordering on industrially zoned 

properties in Kingsland Terrace is dominated by a mature stand of oak trees. To the east of 

the oaks is a children’s play area. The eastern bank falls away from Bond Street and is 

planted in some mature gum trees with an area of trees and shrubs. 

 

The western bank adjacent to Central Road accommodates a club room building and a 

pavilion containing toilet and changing room facilities. At the bottom of the northern bank is 

a footpath which extends from Central Road eastwards and parallel to the motorway. There 

is a well graded concrete walking path leading from Central Road to Bond Street. 

 

There is a triangular section of land also part of this reserve situated to the east of Bond 

Street which severs this section from the main bulk of the reserve. This area is elevated 

above Bond Street and is maintained as a mown grass surface. 

 

1.9. History 

The bulk of the land comprising Nixon Park was acquired by the former Mt Albert Borough 

Council in 1940, the original intention being to develop the area mainly as a recreation 

ground primarily for children. Previously called Central Park or Central Road Reserve the 

area was renamed in 1963 after Mr J. Nixon. Mr Nixon who resided in Central Road served as 

a Borough Councillor representing ‘D’ Ward between 1934 and 1941.  

 

The land was originally in two levels, the lower level forming the northern part of the park 

adjoining the Newton Gully. 

 

In 1973 during the construction of the nearby motorway, opportunity was taken to raise the 

lower field to provide the present one level playing surface.  

 

Throughout its history as a Council owned recreation area the park has primarily been used 

for casual recreation with some renting to private sporting bodies on a short term basis. 

Early uses of the area included cricket, soccer, rugby league and softball.  

 

In 1961 the Boy Scouts Association began leasing a small part of the reserve on behalf of the 

St. George Scout Troop and in the following years a scout den was constructed. 

 

In 1980 adventure playground equipment was installed with the assistance of the Lions Club 

of Mt. Albert and in 1981 a new drainage system for the park was completed. 
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With the approval of a Neighbourhood Improvement Area based on the “Avenues” in 1982, 

further improvements to the park were carried out. These works which were subsidised by 

the Housing Corporation of New Zealand included a new children’s playground adjacent to 

the previously constructed adventure tower, repairs to the convenience and changing block 

and the provision of park seating. 

 

As a further result of motorway development and the need to develop Bond Street as an 

overpass, an interchange of land became necessary. Council acquired the residue of this land 

generally to the north and east of the original reserve area. 

 

1.10. Role 

Nixon’s Park primary role is one of a neighbourhood reserve providing recreation 

opportunities for local residents with provision for organised activities. 

 

1.11. Current uses and Facilities  

 Northern Regional Lacrosse Association Incorporated (See Appendix IV) 

This lease was granted for a period of five years commencing on 1 January 2013 with a right 

of renewal for a further five years. The leased area comprises 89 m² and under its terms the 

lessee is responsible for the land and the buildings. The building itself is a timber framed 

structure sheathed in fibrolite with a corrugated iron roof. It has a floor area of 89 m² 

 Public Use 

Apart from the small area leased to the Northern Regional Lacrosse Association all of Nixon 

Park is available for casual usage by the general public although some letting to private 

organisations for organised recreational uses occurs on a limited scale. Existing public 

facilities include the convenience and changing rooms, the children’s play equipment, skate 

park and park seating. 

 

1.12. Adjoining Land Uses  

The park adjoins the motorway in the north, residential areas in the west and east and 

industrial land in the south. 

 

2. Objectives and Policies Statement 

 

2.1. Objectives 

 To maintain and develop the reserve in such a way as to preserve and encourage its 

recreational usage by the general public. 

 To minimise any possible conflict between activities on the reserve and adjoining land uses. 

 To prevent the loss of significant areas of open space by the encroachment of buildings on to 

the reserve. 

 

2.2. Policies 

 Uses by private organisations 

a) To allow the existing use of part of the reserve by the Northern Regional Lacrosse 

Association Incorporated to continue at Council’s discretion and subject to regular 
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monitoring and reassessment to ensure the objectives contained in this management 

plan are fulfilled. In the event of the existing lessee wishing to terminate the current 

lease or forgo any renewal rights, the Council will consider new applications from 

organisations of the same or similar character. 

b) To permit no regular long term hireage or leasehold for uses of the reserve which would 

infringe on objectives contained in this management plan: a long term hireage or 

leasehold being interpreted as ground rental, hireage or leasehold of the park or any 

part of it to any organisation for group for any single hire period of longer than one week 

certain. 

c) To consider and approve at the Local Board’s discretion applications for limited hireage 

for the use of reserve in terms of the objectives and policies contained in this 

management plan. 

d) To assess any proposed organised recreational use of the reserve in terms of the 

following criteria –  

i. The anticipated demand for the proposed use and its likely effect on the 

accessibility of the park to the public in general and to neighbouring residents in 

particular when considered on a broad term basis.  

ii. The period of time the reserve or any part of it will be committed to organised 

use 

iii. The possible generative effect of the proposed use, in particular those relating to 

noise transmission and traffic generation 

iv. The conflict likely between the proposed use or activity and other activities on 

the reserve or adjoining land uses 

v. Compliance of the proposal with the provisions of the Operative District Plan 

and the relevant Auckland Council by-laws 

 

 Buildings 

To permit only those new buildings or additions to existing buildings which are considered 

necessary for the proper enjoyment of the reserve for outdoor recreation 

 

 Children’s play facilities 

To complement the existing children’s play equipment with additional facilities 

 

 Landscape and vegetation 

To protect existing trees on the reserve and to continue the existing planting and 

landscaping programme with particular emphasis on the northern bank area. 

 

 Pedestrian access and walkways 

To preserve the existing level of high pedestrian access to the reserve and to link the existing 

pedestrian network in the area to the reserve itself by the provision of new walkways. 

 

 Vehicular access and parking 

To allow no vehicular access to the reserve but to provide off-street parking adjacent to the 

reserve at the northern end of Central Road when financial resources permit. 
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 Amenities 

To maintain and enhance existing public amenities and to provide within current financial 

constraints additional amenities as the need arises. 

 

 Maintenance  

To provide regular maintenance of the public amenities, facilities and grounds situated 

within the reserve so as to maximise the enjoyment of these by the general public. 

 

 Bylaws 

Any use of the reserve shall comply with all relevant Auckland Council Bylaws currently 

operating. 

 

 

3. Explanation 

The Council’s primary concern is to preserve Nixon Park as a neighbourhood reserve for 

recreation and to this end it is not prepared to commit the area or any significant part of it 

to the exclusive use of any one particular organisation or one particular activity for any but a 

limited term hireage and would therefore not be prepared to lease or hire the park in this 

way on a long term or full season basis. 

 

Nixon Park is the only significant public recreation ground in the Kingsland area. 

Management of this reserve must therefore aim at ensuring that the facilities are available 

for use by the widest range of individuals and groups possible. Other users of the reserve, 

particularly those committing larger areas to organised use must be more stringently 

controlled and to this end Council will continue its existing policy of letting the reserve to 

various sporting and community groups on a limited period basis only, and where several 

groups are desirous are using the reserve or part of it intermittently over a similar season or 

period, appropriate procedures will be employed to ensure that fair distribution of its use is 

attained as between the various groups to achieve a wide range of availability within the 

terms of the objectives and policies of this Management Plan. 

 

Although the use of the reserve will be mainly for activities of a casual, low intensity nature, 

traffic generation by the more intensive uses of the park permitted may at times generate 

demand for off-street parking. There is no intention of committing any part of the park itself 

for parking. 

 

 

 




























