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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#49 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
There have been very few reported issues with dog walkers having multiple dogs off leash. 
The "evidence" Council uses to report that Aucklanders have concern about dog walkers 
creating a nuisance and distress to the pubic is anecdotal and not supported by the 
number of reports made to Animal Control or Council. The current bylaw requires dogs to 
be under control while on leash and while off leash at all times. Dog owners who pay to 
have their dogs walked are, for the most part, responsible owners who invest quite a bit of 
money in their dog’s welfare and registration. When paying for dogs to be walked, they 
expect professional behaviour and a high level of experience from dog walkers - therefore 
dogs not able to be under control are on usually on a leash and those that are under 
control can be off leash. This is dog-dependent and putting a number on how many can be 
on leash and how many off leash is arbitrary at best. I have not seen any evidence base 
cited by the Council as to how they came up with these arbitrary numbers. Given that 
owners invest heavily in paying for dog walking it is also our expectation that our dog's 
safety is considered at all times by the walker ie; dogs in the group that are new or are not 
under control are on leash. Putting these arbitrary numbers in the bylaw will likely result 
in in dog walkers reducing numbers and thereby having to increase prices. Dog owners will 
then likely have to reduce the number of walks each week or stop them altogether; we 
invest in professional dog walkers in order to ensure our dogs health and wellbeing. This 
proposed change unfairly targets professional dog walkers, there are many owners who 
walk their dogs both on and off leash whose dogs are not under control and cause a 
nuisance and create distress. I walk my dog approximately 10 times a week and have 
never had any issue with other dogs being walked by a dog walker. All the issues I have 
had have been caused by dogs being walked by their owners. It is unclear how Council 
intends to enforce the proposed bylaw. Animal Control do not seem to have capacity to 
investigate or enforce the bylaw as it now and Auckland (particularly South Auckland) has 
a huge problem with roaming dogs causing genuine distress to the public, including 
responsible dog owners. Animal Control does not even seem to have capacity to address 
the huge problem with unregistered dogs either. This proposed change appears to be 
punitive towards responsible dog owners and professional dog walkers. Please address 
the very real safety concern responsible dog owners like myself have with roaming 
aggressive dogs, rather than fund this punitive bylaw that impacts responsible dog 
owners. Our dog registration fees should go towards issues that impact our dogs, like 
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keeping them safe from roaming dogs and expanding access to public places, they should 
not be spent on legislating against profession dog walkers, when the current bylaw 
already states dogs must be under control at all time on or off leash, no matter who is 
accompanying them. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
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and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#488 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Responsible Dog Ownership: Many dog owners who hire professional walkers are 
responsible and invest significantly in their dogs’ welfare, including registration and 
immunisations. We expect exacting standards of professionalism and care from our dog 
walkers, including ensuring that only well-controlled dogs are off leash. 

Use of Registration Fees: Dog registration fees should be allocated towards creating dog-
friendly spaces and ensuring public safety, rather than targeting responsible dog walkers. 
Focus and finance should target those owners with dogs roaming, dogs who are 
unregistered, dogs who are aggressive and dogs who are poorly treated. Focusing on 
owners who are showing responsibility is counter productive. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
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Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#544 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I would like to see the 6 dog limit for private dog owners, but registered dog walking 
businesses should not be limited to these numbers nor to only having 3 dogs off leash. I 
would like to see these businesses licensed, with some sort of competency test to show 
they can handle multiple dogs off lead at a time. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
For dogs to be good members of society, it is critical to have large spaces where they can 
go to burn off energy and interact with other dogs. Reducing the off lead area so 
significantly at the Botanic Gardens would be a massive blow to dog owners in the area 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 7 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#557 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Instead of punishing responsible dog walking businesses, we should look to regulate WHO 
can walk multiple dogs. The PWDA in the UK has some standard regulation and 
registration requirements that are "out of the box ready" and would enable a fair 
approach while maintaining safety and comfort for all Aucklanders.  

I do not agree with placing a limit on jumber of dogs walked, because if it is done in the 
right place and by responsible walkers it is safe, good for the animals, and enables small 
businesses to operate. A restryon number of dogs will lead to responsible walkers going 
out of buainess, or changing their walks to shorter and/or more expensive services, 
impacting the people who are able to access these services and impacting animal 
wellbeing.  

It is councils job to find a reasoned and balanced approach to community issues, not to 
panic and restrict activities because of a few loud voices. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Long Bay Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Support amendment 1. 

Amendment 2a is reasonable provided events are one-two days, not ongoing for long 
periods. 

Strongly oppose 2b - an additional and separate consultation ahould be required before 
changing the rulea for this area, as it provides one of the only public spaces where dog 
owners can sensibly walk off leash and allow socialisation of dogs. Many non dog owners 
also come.to this area to meet dogs or to help children become acustomed to animals 
without fear. A change to this, if it is decided it may be required, should involve specific 
consultation with the south Auckland community it impacts once any development plans 
are  proposed.  

Mostly agree with 3, but given the water bodies are predominantly in on-leash areas, there 
is no need to specify excluaion zones around water bodies. It is already the case that dogs 
are not allowed in these water bodies, further extension of the exclusion zone is 
unnecessary and prevents dog walkers from gaining reasonable access and enjoyment to 
the gardens. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
The change from under control on leash during the day to prohibited during the summer 
season is unreasonable and extreme. Dog owners should be allowed enjoyment of these 
spaces, and keeping dog on leash and under control surely already accomodates the 
needa of other beach users. 

Continuing to erode and restrict dog walking areas to cater to the comfort of other users 
only serves to increase the anxiety and fear of animals that many people grow up with. 
Having safe dog walking so that others (especially children) have a chance to encounter 
friendly dogs safely helps teach thwm there is nothing to fear and that animals deserve 
our care. Knee jerk reactions and reatrictions will only make it harder for non-dog owners 
to safely encounter dogs, and lead to more fear and harm. 
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Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Central park 
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What local board area is this location in? 
Papakura 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:Large open grassy areas (not 

including play area) 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
Allow under control off leash in the large open grasses areas outside of sports season and 

within time limits(e.g. before 10am and after 6pm).  

Something as simple as a.place to throw a ball means heaps, and cant be done on leash, 

but doea not impact other users of the park. Generally these areas are empty other than 

dog walkers circling the perimeter. Changing to a seasonal rule would positively impact 

the community. 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
Something as simple as a.place to throw a ball means heaps, and cant be done on leash, 

but doea not impact other users of the park. Generally these areas are empty other than 

dog walkers circling the perimeter. Changing to a seasonal rule would positively impact 

the community.  

Please please stop further and further restricting dog access to public spaces. As dog 
ownerahip increases, reatricting access to local parks and spaces will only lead to 
animal harm, abandonment, dogs escaping or left to wander unsafely, and people 
breaking the rules (if they see they are unfair).  

Council seems to respond much more forcefully when complainta are made by non 
dog owners, and it feels like dog owners and reaponsible walkers are not heard over 
these biased voices. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#594 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable): Alana the Dog Walker 

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I am a dog walker. I currently walk 7 to 8 dogs off leash. I have worked hard with my dogs 
to ensure that we are not a nuisance to anyone. We walk at Totara Park, and we choose 
tracks where we are less likely encounter other park users. When we do see other people 
and dogs, we will either stay on one side of the track to allow them to pass, or move off 
the track completely. I often have people stop to compliment my dogs on their good 
behavior. I know there are many other dog walkers like myself working hard in Auckland 
to give their dogs the best experience possible, while using their discernment to not upset 
others in those spaces. If this bylaw change happens, it means I will have to reduce the 
numbers of dogs in my walks and raise prices for the others. And because half of them will 
have to be on leash, my clients will be paying more for an inferior walk. When dogs are off 
leash, they’re able to move at a pace that is comfortable for them, and they get much 
more enrichment from being able to sniff around and stimulate their brains than they do 
from exercise alone. Some dogs can become fearful or aggressive on leash as they don’t 
have the ability to run from danger if they feel threatened, therefore they overreact to any 
potential threat. But besides the impacts this bylaw change would have on me, my clients 
and my dogs, I truly don’t believe it will solve the dog-related problems facing 
Aucklanders. Those who currently do not have their dogs under control will ignore this 
bylaw. The only ones who will be punished are those who are already doing their utmost 
to give Auckland dogs great quality of life without upsetting anyone else. 

Thank you so much for your time, consideration, and the hard work you do. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#594 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#619 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
by limiting the number of dogs allowed you are restricting someone's livelihood. those 
who do this professionally know how to control the dogs in their care. I don't like the idea 
if more red tape however maybe a better option is that if a dog walker wants more dogs at 
one time they can apply for a special permit . One of the criteria being they have no 
record of complaints against them.  

 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Please don't make any more restrictions to tupuna maunga and public parks. Dog owners 
love their dogs and most are responsible. To restrict access to dogs means restricting a 
loved family member, and as in our case restricts where our autistic son can go with his 
support animal. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional 
Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai 
Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Mainly due to the nesting birds 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I mostly agree with the proposed changes except for prohibiting dogs from the potter 
children's garden. When we walk as a family and enjoy a day out at the gardens we take 
our family pet. To then be allowed to walk most places but not be allowed in there means 
our family would have to be split up. Our kids have always enjoyed the children's area and 
this proposal would disappoint all of us. This seems unreasonable, especially if dogs can 
be under control at all times. This is the same as the cultivated garden areas. To split a 
family up would be an absolute shame. We love our sog and as he is also a support for our 
autistic son, to then deny our dog access when we are having a family day out is 
extremely disappointing. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
If this means our dog cannot join us on the walk around the dam (such as the cossey-
massey loop) then I do not support this change.. Fair enough to prohibit dogs from being 
IN the water! 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs are part of a family. They should be allowed to accompany their families while being 
under control and on leash. 

 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I think it sad that dogs cannot be with families at this location. 

 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
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Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Duder Regional Park, Clevedon 
What local board area is this location in? 
Franklin 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
Other - please specify: 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
To allow more opportunities for families to take a family dog on leash and enjoy our 

regional parks 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
To allow more opportunities for families to take a family dog on leash and enjoy our 

regional parks 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
It is a lovely walk but restricts us as we have a dog we would love to take. Our dog is a 

support dog for our autistic son altho not officially so therefore is currently prohibited. 

Heavy fines could be imposed on those owners who do not keep dogs under control  

It is very restrictive when travellings around the city on where we can go and walk 
with our sog. If we want a day out we cannot take him a lot of places. I would love to 
see a relaxing of places where dogs are prohibited. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#684 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#684 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

I would ask the council to provide more details on the "on-leash" and "off-leash" areas. 
For example, the Brylee Drive Reserve in Conifer Grove, South Auckland. It had a board 
saying the "north side" is off-leash, the instruction is rather broad and is unclear where 
exactly the start and end point is. Often it confuses the neighbours and users of the park, 
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and at times it creates unpleasant encounters between 2 dogs and their owners arguing 
about the "on/off leash" area. I would suggest having more signs to show the "off-leash" 
area, so all park users know. Thank you. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Provide more bins and water fountains for dogs, so that dog owners can enjoy the park 
with their pets. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#762 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
We have had a lady in our area walking 20 dogs off lead and it mauled a ladies small dog 
dog. She had no control over the pack and there had been no action taken against her. 
She keeps coming to our area from another area and walking a massive pack of dogs off 
lead. It's unacceptable and dangerous. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#838 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional 
Park,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on walks as long as on a lead 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
It would be good to open up more tracks were dogs can be walked on a leash 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
No change needed 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#839 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  



#839 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 5 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
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Does this mean dogs will be allowed in picnic areas provided they are on a leash? 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#956 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Dog walkers cannot control more than 3 dogs. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Make dog walkers responsible for dogs in their care. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
It's important for the safety of people and wildlife that dogs are kept under control in 
Regional Parks. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  



#956 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#959 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
It is ridiculous that companies feel that they can safely walk a group of dogs. I even feel 
that 6 dogs is a lot for one person to handle on their own, especially if they are 6 large 
dogs. Dogs react differently when they are in a pack and I feel that pack walkers should be 
regulated and the definitely support the lowering of dog numbers. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#989 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
You are restricting people's income by doing this, I have a number of friends who are dog 
walkers who rely on having multiple dogs on a walk to make ends meat,  

Maybe concern yourselves with the shity dog owners 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1043 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
It is hard enough to try withstand holding a few dogs back on leash let alone 6. 4 is still 
pushing it but definitely a much more obtainable number to to control if properly trained 
in k9 handling. Definitely no more than 2 off leash as this would make it far to hard to try 
gather up multiple dogs running around 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1067 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

No Matter what changes are done people will not follow the rules only 30% might 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
The off leash area should be timed and monitored as I have been there many times and 
people just let their dog run offleash without keeping them in control. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1103 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Walkers have no control over large packs 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1139 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
We have personally had both of our current dogs walked/taken care of as part of a “pack 
walk”. Had it not been for this type of business, we don’t think our dogs would have 
become as well-behaved, social, loving, obedient as they are now. This business, is 
trusted and walks numerous dogs at a time and she and her other handlers are 110% 
ALWAYS under control. These amendments would have an adverse affect on dogs as a 
whole, as it will put a roadblock between dogs becoming more SOCIABLE which is the real 
problem in Auckland/NZ. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1254 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
I dont think it should matter where you live in Auckland, i think it should be more about 
the person keeping multiple dogs. There should be a lisencing programme for anybody 
before being able to own multiple dogs. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1282 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
3 dogs are hard enough to handle off leash and unless the dog walker has total control 
over all the dogs they are walking anything can happen and I just don't want to see 
another human bitten up by a dog being walled and the dog walker didn't have control 
over the animal. I think that walking 3 dogs at a time will would be more convenient for 
other dog walkers, walking there dog. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Menacing dogs are not all the same. More like meaning owners. Menacing dogs are able to 
show love and give love. I have seen first hand how much a menacing dog had been a 
close companion to someone that has needed there company. They are loyal and able to 
follow directions. I have been around 3 different menacing dogs for the past 16 years and 
not once has either dog attacked any human, but because there breed is classed as 
menacing they have the reputation of looking like they will attack. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
I support this proposal only if the people making the assessment are not the council 
employed dog control people as they have shown time and time again that they just don't 



#1282 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

give a ********** and when it comes to menacing animals they just want to put them down 
straight away. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
All areas of Auckland should have the same rules for keeping more than 3 dogs 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Defecation on ancestral mountains needs to be seriously looked at and if the dog walkers 
can not pick up after their animals than dogs should be banned from being walled there. 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional 
Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Waitawa Regional 
Park,Whakanewha Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Protection of riders and of other species and keeping it green. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
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I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 

I support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1305 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I support this as it can really be intimidating to the public seeing pack of dogs being 
walked around. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Yes. I would want this to change. Make everything clearer especially the fines for dog 
owners! Council should consider number of offences before fine is sent (especially minor 
ones e.g, dog approaching other dogs which is pretty normal but other dog owners will 
complained about) 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
I am for neutering dogs as this will also minimise abandoned dogs and it will help all the 
rescue places too 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
This will just be fair for dog owner’s too 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 
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Tell us why 
I support this as with the rise of housing development in most areas of Auckland owning 
multiple dogs should be reconsidered and reviewed 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

I want to ensure that we have enough places for dogs to exercise freely. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Dog access rules is important for me as a dog owner, ensuring dogs have places for them 
to exercise off leash and socialize 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I have 2 key points that I wanted to improve on existing policies: 

1. Reconsider warning instead of fine immediately for minor offences like dogs running to 
other dogs only to say hi as this can get abused by other owners especially those small 
dog owners. Their dogs bark too much and will get the attention of other dogs and they 
react negatively when other dogs approach their dogs.  

Consider warning at 1st & 2nd offencd (again minor, dogs saying hi and sniffing) and fine in 
the 3rd instance. 
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2. Increase council off leash dog parks which are secured 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
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Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1346 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Dogs have a pack mentality & a large group of them can rile each other up & it can 
become dangerous for small dogs, cats & young children. There are irresponsible dog 
walkers out there who don’t have training & understand how to best manage dogs, so 
limiting the number of dogs being walked now puts a legal boundary in place to protect 
the community from the irresponsible dog walkers. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1357 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#1357 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
The number of dogs off leash should be reduced as a dog owner/walker cannot fully 
control off leash behaviour. Hence, I am in favour of the change. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Shakespear Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional Park,Te Ārai Regional Park,Waitawa 
Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
If owners can keep their dogs on leash and pick up after them, then there will be more 
options to take your dogs to regional parks. 
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
If a dog is on leash and under control, I believe they could be allowed in the regional Park. 
Even through there are kiwi birds, this should not be an issue if the dogs and walkers stay 
on tracks. 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Good change to allow dogs on leash. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I agree that dogs should not be allowed on paddocks. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
An improved change to allow dogs in the park 



#1357 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1406 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Too many dog walkers do not have full control over the dogs they walk - this limit is good 
to prevent bad walkers or owners from not having their dogs under control 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 

This is not clear on what the proposed changes are and how they will affect dog 
ownership 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Too many dogs are mislabelled due to breed or normal behaviours like barking, and it 
affects them. It is important to have clear assessments from one source to compare all 
dogs. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

It is difficult to find information about where dogs can and cannot access, if they are to be 
on leash - and sometimes when there is information it does not align with what the rules 
are at the location 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
It is difficult to find information about where dogs can and cannot access, if they are to be 
on leash - and sometimes when there is information it does not align with what the rules 
are at the location 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional 
Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
exclusion areas and banks around and in all waterbodies, including the Puhinui Stream, 
lakes, dams, ponds and other streams and waterways; This change means the only body 
of water some dogs have access to in the area if they cannot go to beaches is removed 
and will mean that in summertime there is no space for dogs to cool down or have 
enrichment 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
The only two dog friendly tracks have sections which pass the dams - will that be included 
in where they are banned? If so that removes walks that are used by a lot of dog owners 
who will still keep their dogs on leash and follow the rules currently in place 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 

 Mahurangi East 

 Mahurangi Scott Point 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1414 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
We need stricter rules and laws on dog ownership and harsher penalties for not adhering 
to them. It’s beginning to be a real issue. We need to address it before it gets out of hand. 
It’s not only beginning to be unsafe for other animals but also for little kids and elderly. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
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We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1415 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I support the general public to have a restriction and that would be maximum of four 
dogs, no more than two off-leash.  

However, I would support professional dog walkers to have a licence or similar that they 
could present to a council enforcement officer or similar when required. Professional dog 
walkers know and care for those they are responsible for. They have a heightened social 
awareness when out with dogs. The alternative with this restriction, could be dogs 
otherwise cared for during the day, being left at home unattended. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 



#1415 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1418 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
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Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1434 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
six dogs are not easily controlled compared to four 

if dogs are off leash people must be able to keep an eye on all as well as keeping them 
under control 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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unless it is posted dogs should be on leash at all times no matter where there they’re 
being walked 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1453 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I don't believe a person can take full control of multiple dogs, especially off leads. 

I would suggest an absolute maximum of three dogs on leads (preferably 2, and none off 
leads) with the ability for the Owner/walker to sit a test similar to "the responsible dog 
owner" certificate and which would test how effective that person applying is at 
controlling multiple dogs, then if they pass, allow extra dogs with one or two off leads.  
The size of the dogs should also be a consideration.  I love dogs and have two myself, but 
know however gentle owners believe their dogs to be, there is still a slim chance 
something may set that dog off.  I have seen numerous people not able to control just 2 
large dogs on leads, let alone including any off a lead. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
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Do not support 

Tell us why 
ALL areas (possibly excluding rural working farm dogs?) where people keep multiple dogs 
on a property should by law hold a license.  This is a big part of being a responsible dog 
owner.  The license should be free (or minimal cast) to ensure there is no excuse. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1466 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

As a dog owner I see no adverse effects for me & a general standardizing of rules across 
Auckland as a positive for all owners who take notice of the regulations. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
It clarifies dog areas 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1494 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#1494 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
The dog walkers have never been an issue, it’s the single untrained people walking their 
dog that sometimes can’t control it 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
No 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
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A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

No 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1574 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
An all-out ban is very nanny state, and those who we need to follow the rules simply 
won't. It is just punishing people who CAN handle it and have brilliant companies running 
dogs off leash already. I would support people who handle more than 8 at a time needing 
a license, that makes more sense that banning the idea entirely. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Shakespear 
Regional Park,Waitawa Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
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There are so few places for us to legally and correctly exercise our dogs. Rather than 
shoving dogs and dog owners into corners, why not make spaces more accesible to 
educate the pubilc and owners on dog ownership and correct dog behaviour. Again, a 
license to take dogs off-lead in areas or parks could be an idea. Owners can get a license 
(not some silly annual thing, for the life of the dog), to take their dog in spaces such as 
parks. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
There is already only a tiny corner of the Botanic Gardens that dogs are allowed in. Its a 
place we go to for training and educating our dogs, where else can we do this if you keep 
cutting our spaces out? I don't see why dogs can't be onlead in other areas, it makes 
access impossible to the offleash area if you prohibit dogs entirely. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
There are so few places for us to legally and correctly exercise our dogs. Rather than 
shoving dogs and dog owners into corners, why not make spaces more accesible to 
educate the pubilc and owners on dog ownership and correct dog behaviour. Again, a 
license to take dogs off-lead in areas or parks could be an idea. Owners can get a license 
(not some silly annual thing, for the life of the dog), to take their dog in spaces such as 
parks. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
There are so few places for us to legally and correctly exercise our dogs. Rather than 
shoving dogs and dog owners into corners, why not make spaces more accesible to 
educate the pubilc and owners on dog ownership and correct dog behaviour. Again, a 
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license to take dogs off-lead in areas or parks could be an idea. Owners can get a license 
(not some silly annual thing, for the life of the dog), to take their dog in spaces such as 
parks. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
We drive from Papakura to Mahurangi to come to this park as there are so few other 
optons in Auckland to exercise our dogs. We have never had or seen an issue. Many locals 
like being able to walk their dogs in these areas. There are so few places for us t 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
There are so few places for us to legally and correctly exercise our dogs. Rather than 
shoving dogs and dog owners into corners, why not make spaces more accesible to 
educate the pubilc and owners on dog ownership and correct dog behaviour. Again, a 
licen 

Pākiri Regional Park 

We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
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Tell us why 
There are so few places for us to legally and correctly exercise our dogs. Rather than 
shoving dogs and dog owners into corners, why not make spaces more accesible to 
educate the pubilc and owners on dog ownership and correct dog behaviour. Again, a 
licen 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
West of the rocks? Where is that exactly?  
Waitawa has been a great place to be able to exercise dogs. It has not been an issue for 
swimmers in the past. Seriously, dogs are not going to disappear from Auckland, we need 
more spaces not less! 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
There are so few places for us to legally and correctly exercise our dogs. Rather than 
shoving dogs and dog owners into corners, why not make spaces more accesible to 
educate the pubilc and owners on dog ownership and correct dog behaviour. Again, a 
licen 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Dog ownership in Auckland is already so, so hard. We have to pay annual fees yet 
can't take our dogs anywhere. My family come from Holland, England and 
Switzeraland and are always at amazed at the strict rules around dogs. If we are goign 
to pay through the nose to own our dogs, we should be able to take them out in 
society. What you are creating here is a soceity in which dogs and their owners are 
shoved into a corner, dogs are seen as a menace and a problem before being proven as 
such. Why not, instead, allow and encourage dogs and dog owners to be a part of our 
society? If not, drop the registration fees, as what are we paying for exactly??? 

Again, a license to take dogs off-lead in areas or parks could be an idea. Owners can 
get a license (not some silly annual thing, for the life of the dog), to take their dog in 
spaces such as parks. A collar or tag for dogs who are 'behaviour tested' could be 
allowed in areas, ensuring that responsbile dog ownership is encouraged. 

In essence, give access or drop the registration fees! 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1582 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Follow up your laws with strict enforcement, otherwise they are not worth the paper 
they're written on. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

Follow up your laws with strict enforcement otherwise they are not worth the paper 
they're written on. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1617 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Have heard of enough bad stories of dog walkers. No person can genuinely think they can 
control more than that in an emergency! I think 6 is still quite high. 4 on leash is a lot of 
dogs to deal with regardless of how trained they are. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Entire dogs are generally more likely to be aggressive due to hormone levels. There is 
already overbreeding of dogs and so many stray or dumped. Let’s not breed those that 
are not good natured/poorly managed. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 



#1617 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Main question is why exclude the waterways? So people wouldn’t be able to let their dogs 
touch the streams in the bush walks? Seems extreme. No reasoning provided. They aren’t 
like cattle messing up banks, plants and passing on zoonotic diseases… 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
There is a LOT of native life in these areas, bikes and food don’t generally mix and these 
users need somewhere to enjoy as well. There are still lots of similar areas dogs can be 
exercised. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
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We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Only disagree with reducing off leash area on beaches. Agree with 2 and 3. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1626 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I would actually like to see lower limits. I do not believe on person can effectively  have 
"under direct control" that many dogs at once, especially if something triggers pack 
mentality 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I don't think there should be any off leash areas 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I dont believe dogs should be in hunua at all. Noone keeps them on the leash and council 
do not enforce it 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

I am a dog owner but don't believe dogs should be in our regional parks unless it is on 
leash only and actively enforced by council 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1648 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

None of these rules are addressing the real issues of our streets not being a safe place to 
walk our dogs on.  In Papakura the streets are crawling in loose un neutered and unspayed 
dogs that are dangerous.  We have to take our dog out of area to a park to walk it safely.  
These rules are just making it harder for good dog owners to exercise their dogs.  We need 
rules to make all pit bulls have to be neutered and spayed and any dog found roaming to 
have to be spayed.  Only registered breeders should be aloud unspayed un neutered dogs. 
We need more areas to exercise our dogs, not less.  I am not safe on our streets in 
Papakura and alot of the dogs climb out of their properties because they are not being 
walked. There are no consequences and the same dogs are out week after week. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
All dogs should be neutered unless they have a registered breeder.  It is no good after 
they hurt or threaten anyone. You need to help keep us safe. This law will not do it. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
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I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Make it easier for us to exercise our dogs responsibly in public 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Yes we need strong laws that stop the strays running the streets and threatening and 
attacking our pets.  We need to stop the breeding of them and neuter them all and take 
them from their owners if this happens repeatedly.  We need to breed out pitbulls and 
other dangerous breeds. Please do something that really helps.  Sending out your dog 
control officers to pick them up does not help as they just run off.  And then they end up 
back with the owners.  I am paying my dog fees but cannot exercise my dog safely in our 
area.  We are not safe 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
We need a bigger area for our dogs not smaller. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
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Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

We need more areas for responsible dog ownere 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1780 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable): Dog Guy 

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional 
Park,Waitawa Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Is nice to walk dogs around gardens 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Should be allowed in all areas 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know

 Tell us why 
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Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#1982 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Most dog walkers are geat dog learns to socialize,  worry about dog roaming the streets, 
way more of a problem 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2009 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
My dog was attacked, thousands of dollars and now has a limp, because two off leash 
dogs attacked him 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2103 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I think most dog walking professionals have a good control of their dogs and it would be 
sad to see businesses go down hill for this reason . I 100% agree with they need to be 
under control at all times and don’t let them off if they don’t have 100% recall . Some 
people own more then 3 dogs and to not allow them to play with each other is not fair 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Not sure on the term menacing and what it’s refers to whether it’s breed specific (do not 
agree with that ) or if it’s roaming dogs in general . I do believe all dogs should be 
neutered there should be a license to breed to put an end to countless roaming and 
homeless dogs . It’s dangerous walking your own dogs on leash in many places in south 
Auckland due to roaming dogs . 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Yes this needs clarification . I’ve been to a council palpating / working farm and on the 
council website it’s says dogs allowed on leash only . I drove there an hour away from my 
house and it had signs saying strictly no dogs allowed . Very confusing . I rung and the 
council assured me dogs were allowed on leash but the signs said otherwise . (Puhinui 
reserve ) 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Dogs should be allowed to go anywhere controlled and on lead in America they are 
allowed in stores and shopping malls, public transport , cafes . We need to be a more dog 
friendly country . We need to keep on top of roaming dogs . By that I don’t mean killing all 
the roaming dogs but maybe welfare checks on repeat offenders for roaming and desexing 
every roaming dog that gets picked up . I don’t believe there is an issue with the amount 
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of dogs being walked at once I think if a space says off lead then dogs can be controlled 
off lead and if it says on lead then people just need to adhere to the rules . I do believe 
pack walking dogs can be dangerous but I also believe the a person can know 10 dogs and 
have full control of them. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Long Bay Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
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and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

Dogs should be allowed on the beach during summer 

. They should be allowed off leash under full control or have a dedicated area of the 
beach to off lead dogs . Dogs are apart of the family and should be able to enjoy a 
family day at the beach too 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2109 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
This will severely impact the business that provide these services and would mean 
additional cost in order to facilitate these services.  

I think that under normal circumstances implementing a rule that gives specific areas that 
can be used for multiple dog off leash activities and more importantly there being an 
incident response process with the appropriate accountabilities for the dog walking 
company. Having these in place will put more onus on the walking companies to 
understand the nature of the dogs using their service and then deal with them 
appropriately.  

I also believe that there needs to be accountability on the public as well, going to a dog 
off leash area and then complaining about off leash dogs is unacceptable and should be 
dealt with that way. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Keeping a policy up to date is always a good idea to add clarity but a restructure must 
NOT inhibit or bias any one particular party without specific consultation. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
This classification does not necessarily take into account the dogs nature or potential 
health impacts of neutering. I believe there needs to be more clarity and potential 
accountability for the owners of dogs to get those who require it to be neutered. 
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Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
There are a significant amount of variables and as long as it is taken into account and the 
required training given to individuals then this would be prefferable 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Access should be given to ALL areas but control requirements should be made clear and 
enforced. 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Access should be given to ALL areas but control requirements should be made clear and 
enforced. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Access should be given to ALL areas but control requirements should be made clear and 
enforced. 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  



#2109 
 

 April 2025 Page 4 of 8 

 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I believe that there should not be access restrictions given to dogs seeing as that there 
are no restrictions or accountabilities for cat owners. The reference to seabirds as a 
reason for restriction when there are no restrictions for local residents cats is not only 
biased but also doesn't make sense from a danger to the wildlife perspective.  

Allowing dogs in all areas but potentially restriction on / off lead would be a lot better 
that an outright restriction in certain areas. Again if you can publish the numbers of dog 
interference with wildlife vs domestic / feral cat I think that the focus should be put 
elsewhere. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off leash 
and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

Dogs should be allowed in all areas and areas should only be designated by on/off 
leash and these should be enforced to achieve the same results. 

I think that there is an inherent issue with complaints that either stem from - 

1. Owners not following the rules - this would be helped by more enforcement and
accountability

2. The public not being aware of the rules - The amount of issues with the public who
go to off leash areas and then are upset with dogs being of leash is significant. I



#2109

April 2025 Page 8 of 8 

believe that better training provided to dog owners AS WELL AS the general public on 
how to interact with dogs would be a much better use of resources than restrictions.  

And finally I find it truly annoying that there are more restrictions on dog access to 
PUBLIC areas where there is still a refusal to apply any bylaws that restrict or put 
accountability on owners to PRIVATE property for cats.   
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2191
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details:

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to

make the documents more user-friendly)

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches.

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2195 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Maximum of 3 dogs and only 1 off leash at a time.  This obviously can only be in an off 
leash area? 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 



#2195 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 5 

lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2197 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
It will wreck dog walking industry i use their services but with Low numbers of dogs prices 
will significantly increae and this assist with less barking complaints 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2231
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details:

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to

make the documents more user-friendly)

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches.

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the
following limits:
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  

2. General policy and bylaw matters
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

What are these proposed changes, exactly? Need more details from this. It’s a very 
ambiguous statement. 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 
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Please consider everyone’s opinions on this; mostly those of (decent!) dog owners. There 
are so few dog parks, ESPECIALLY off lead ones, and non dog owners have far too much 
say. 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
What are the updated rules!? 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Wenderholm Regional Park 

Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?
I do not support the proposed change

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules

Tell us why
This is probably the main off leash dog park in south Auckland, and you want to restrict it
even more!! Dogs are such an important part of people’s lives yet you’re making it harder
for people and their dogs to get enjoyment and enrichment time together outdoors! Put
kids on a leash, they do more damage!

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I support clause d of the proposed changes but not the others. Sooo many restrictions! 
You’re punishing good dog owners 😤!! 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  

Muriwai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 

campground and bach). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Tell ME why you are removing total access for dogs to the foreshore areas!? These new 
prohibitions are suffocating! How repressive! 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 

Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
ALL beaches! Dogs should be allowed on all beaches in the heat of summer, on leash 

during peak times. 

What local board area is this location in? 
Papakura 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
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So pro dog answers need further justification!? This survey is a joke. Before long, dogs 

won’t be able to leave their properties. How about we change the law to make life chained 

dogs illegal!! Now there’s something that need your attention! 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2247 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
It makes sence. It is impossible to manage more than 6 dogs at a time 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
This park nowadays is the best part of Auckland to meet with friends not leaving the dogs 
at home. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

It would be nice to have a sign at the beginning and end of the area where the rules are 
changing (in leash-off leash), or to have a detailed map at the entrance. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2260 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I saw the proposal to only have dogs off leash before 10am and after 5pm which would be 
a crying shame. This is one of the best off leash areas in Auckland and should be 
maintained as such all day. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Only agree with prohibition during lambing. 

 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 

prohibited areas). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 
Tell us why 
Unclear of where the rocks are but otherwise agree. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Duder Park Clevedon 
What local board area is this location in? 
Franklin 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:Dogs should be allowed on 

the lower paths and beaches. 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
Understand not wanting dogs around livestock but no reason to restrict them from lower 

unfarmed areas.  

Please keep as many dog friendly as possible. It is already very limiting to find 
somewhere to exercise your dogs. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2367 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I am a dog owner, and I strongly support the practice of keeping dogs on a leash at all 
times when they are outside of non off - leash areas. I have witnessed on numerous 
occasions that unleashed dogs have scared people walking on the pavement or attempted 
to engage in confrontations with leashed dogs. If dogs are in areas where off - leash 
activity is not permitted, owners should always put them on a leash. Additionally, dog 
owners must be responsible for their pets, such as cleaning up after them. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2414 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
I have met dog walkers with up to 8 or 9 large breed dogs (labradors, German Shephers, 
retirevers etc) off lead and the dogs have all been very well behaved and followed 
commands, such as stop, stay, sit, when given, They are oftern better behaved and 
managed than single dogs walked by their owners! 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 



#2414 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2426 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
TOo many dogs at once can be dangerous to other dog walkers 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
how will you enforce this? so many dogs are not registered so how will you know? most 
dogs in this category are not sold legitimely at all, just passed around. Just look on the 
streets of Mangere 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
how will you enforce this? so many dogs are not registered so how will you know? most 
dogs in this category are not sold legitimely at all, just passed around. Just look on the 
streets of Mangere 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
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how will you enforce this? so many dogs are not registered so how will you know? most 
dogs in this category are not sold legitimely at all, just passed around. Just look on the 
streets of Mangere 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why 
lots of areas are sacred, why does this change anything 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2436 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
I think that one person cannot truly manage six dogs who may all behave differently and 
have differing needs. And if they cannot manage then other dogs/children could be at risk. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Menacing dogs are a real concern, particularly when they are not neutered and they are 
likely to try and get to other dogs due to wishing to fight or mate. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
As a dog owner it isn't always clear when and where dogs are allowed which can lead to 
our not obeying the set rules. There is such a disparity between areas that it can be very 
confusing. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
I don't believe that there is any need to change the current rules which already restrict 
dogs from the cafe, Potter Children's Garden, cultivated areas and around food 
concessions.  The new rules makes the off-leash area much smaller than it currently is.  If 
dog owners do not have appropriate places to take their dogs they will be forced into 
other areas such as local parks and playgrounds which will not be good for anyone. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
The ranges are a great resource and its important that everyone can enjoy them and all 
animals are safe. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
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leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

I think its important that rules are fair to everyone and dogs also get to enjoy their 
time at Regional Parks and are not being left home alone because their owners cannot 
take them with them due to too restrictive regulations. 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 7 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2533 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#2533 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 7 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
The dog walkers are not the cause of the problem and this will prevent services like this 
being affordable and available in Auckland. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
The limit should be increased as Working Dogs would generally be in numbers greater 
than three. 
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
I support the clarification but the changes need to empower dog owners to be able to 
exercise their dogs in more areas. Reducing this will just lead to more dogs being 
exercised in areas they shouldn't be. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Unless the council is to build fences around water bodies there is no way to keep a dog 
out of them in the off leash areas. Being able to change the rules to On Leash at all times 
on a whim just reduces the options for off leash exercise. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Conifer Grove Esplanade Reserve 
What local board area is this location in? 
Papakura 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:South side of the carpark 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
There are no off leash areas in Conifer Grove. 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2542 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
We rely weekly on a professional dog walker to take our dog for a walk. This will eliminate 
their ability to work, or significantly drive up the price of dog walking services. If you are 
to change the limits, you MUST allow for professional dog walkers to get exemptions or 
permits to exceed this limit. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2612 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
a person has only 2 hands.  If 1 dog goes potty, the person can hold 2 dogs only with 1 
hand and can pick up the dog's ********** with the free hand. With the proposed 
maximum 6 dogs, how can you hold 6 dogs with just 1 hand and at the same time , pick up 
the dog **********?  I see a lot of dog shits 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
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when you have bigger designated area of "under control off a leash", there's a possibility 
that dogs can wander beyond the area. Why can't there be fenced area? 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 



#2612 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 7 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Kariotahi Reserve/Beach 
What local board area is this location in? 
Franklin 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To reduce owner-related problems (e.g. owner ignoring rules, dogs not under control, dog 

faeces not picked up, etc). Please specify: 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
given any day, dogs are in the beach, off lead, dog shits left behind, aggressive dogs 

roaming with kids around 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
Location 2: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

Maraetai Beach 

What local board area is this location in? 

Franklin 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

Change the current rule to a time and season rule / Change the current time and season 

rule (please specify) 
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Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Entire location 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

Entire locationwith designated time period and area that the dogs can be off-leash and 

enjoy swimming with the ownerEntire location 

Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 

right now, not all dogs in the area are on leash, which means dog owners knowingly 

violate the current rules. With a designated time and area, owners can enjoy the beach 

with their dogs. 

Location 3: 

What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 

a 

What local board area is this location in? 

Albert-Eden 

In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 

To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 

Tell us why 
 

Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 

Change the current rule to allow dogs under control off a leash 

What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 

To respond to changes at location (e.g. a new playground, sports field, more people). 

Please specify: 

Please explain your issue in more detail: 

none 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2764 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#2788 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Depends on the size of dog and the breed. Some are more prone to jump on people., or 
attack people while walking their own small dogs 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3047 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   
 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3072 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
Controlling multiple dogs is really challenging. I believe any dog walker should be limited 
to 4 dogs at one time to mitigate risks of unpredictable behavior. I believe no more than 2 
dogs should be off leash as the behavior of more than one dog can change in a an instant 
and most dog owners do not have adequate recall for their pets. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
I do not believe neutering a menacing dog will not change the dogs behavior or influence 
the owner in managing the dog any better. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
This sounds like it may far too complicated & costly for most families to manage. Ideally 
simplify things without complicating them further. 

 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 
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Tell us why 
There should not be any discrepancy between areas as to a 'multiple dog license'.  

Simply make a rule for all areas; with an exception for working, dog rescue or 
training/service or registered dog breeders. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Simplify to on-leash or off-leash dog areas. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I do not believe taking dog friendly areas away will help the many responsible dog owners.  

Most areas should be changed to on-leash rather than 'no dog areas'.  

If dogs are on-leash almost all instance of risk to environment, animal or human is 
removed. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Only change the off-leash area to on-leash at all times 

Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
I do not believe any of the above is more important that a responsible dog owner 
exercising their pet. Amend to on-leash in these areas but do not prohibit dogs rom the 
areas. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 



#3072 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

I understand it is easy to say all dogs are bad and they should be restricted from 
certain areas. However, by doing this you are excluding the responsible dog owners 
taking in the beautiful regional parks in our surrounding areas. Most dog owners 
exercising or taking in these sights will be happy to access if they can with a leash. 
That is what I would like to happen, remain the areas as dog friendly but the dogs 
must be on-leash. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3662 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
I strongly agree with change to Mataitai Beach. 
However, I believe Waitawa Bay Beach should remain off leash. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#3958 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Dangerous to have more 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Needs to be enforcement around owners failing to pick up dog mess. It's out of control, 
disgusting and going into our waterways. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4162 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
In these tough economic times, small businesses such as dog walkers which are very 
popular in Auckland will not make much business if they have limitations on the number 
of dogs to be walked at once. These are experts in dog handling and behaviour and should 
not be limited to the number of dogs 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
There are already limited parks that allow dogs in auckland, they need frequent walks. If 
dogs are controlled on leading this park l then I don't see why it needs to be changed? 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules
Tell us why
This is our local dog park, the area for off lead is already quite small. Everywhere is on 
lead anyway, so why change it. The Cafe will lose business if it tries to impose prohibiting 
dogs. If council wants to proceed with this, they need to show some statistics how 
currently dogs are a threat to society

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Dog needs areas like this for walking. Why limit it. They are apart of the family 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
The current rule is fine with being able to walk your dogs on lead during the day time. 
Unless council and provide statistics to show dogs negatively impact the community then 
the current rules should be kept as it is 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
The current rules are fine. If dogs are kept on lead. No health and safety concerns to the 
public or other animals 
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
The current rules are fine. Why change them 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
There are already less and less parks in Auckland where we are allowed to walk our 
beloved animals. 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
The current rules are fair, don't change 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Current rules are fine. Why change it 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Current rules are fine. Why change it 
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Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Current rules are fine. Do not change 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Current rules are fine. Do not change 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Current rules are fine, do not change 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Current rules are fine. Do not change 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time. 



#4162 
 

 April 2025 Page 7 of 7 

Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Botanic gardens 
What local board area is this location in? 
Manurewa 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify:The current rules are fine as it 

is. With the current offlead area 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
We as aucklanders are already so limited on where we can take our beloved pets with so 

many current restrictions. We pay so much taxes, rates and dog registrations and we are 

still so restricted. Stop trying to control every aspect of our lives. 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
Well. The council need to provide evidence and reasons why they want to restrict dogs 

more than what they have already. How are dogs creating the problems?  

I think these rules the council is trying to impose is ridiculous. We as dog owners are 
already so limited in what we can and cannot do. Council needs to stop controlling 
every aspect of our lives. We pay so much taxes, rates and dog registration, we should 
be entitled to some freedom. I there are some irresponsible dog owners who don't 
follow the current rules, instead of creating a blanket rule affect all dog owners good 
or bad. Council should just impost fines for the irresponsible owners. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4197 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
Dogs being on or off leash doesn't actually change whether or not they are "under 
control" - many dog owners do not have true control of their dogs even when they are on 
leash - want proof? Visit the Botanical Gardens and see how many dogs are barking and 
pulling on the leash while the owners struggle to keep them from running off. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
The Auckland Botanical Gardens is one of very few locations in South Auckland (south of 
Manukau) that dog owners can go to give their dog good exercise. The off leash area 
(current) is a fantastic area for dogs to socialise. Amendments for future development 
should be held until such a time as the area is actually developed - until then, you're 
changing the bylaw for no significant purpose or reason. 

Visiting the Gardens is a family affair, and dogs formulate part of the family. Visiting the 
Gardens is an experience made better by spending time with friends and family and 
includes getting food and drinks at the cafe and other popular areas. Dogs should be 
under control and on a leash in these areas, and should not be permitted inside (current 
rules), but the proposal above would see me excluded from going to the cafe for some hot 
chips and a drink with friends, just because I have my dog with me. Excluding people from 
certain areas because they have a dog is not fair on responsible dog owners. 

A dog under control and on a leash should not pose any risk to others, so should not be 
excluded from areas such as the children's garden. The issue here really is that you're 
proposing a very heavy handed approach to the issue that dog owners do not have their 
dogs properly under control. Perhaps education and working with local vet clinics would 
be a better approach to ensuring the perceived safety of others and educating owners on 
what it means to have a dog under control on a leash. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Region Wide 
What local board area is this location in? 
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Papakura 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
There are not enough locations south of manukau for dog owners to go to to exercise their 

dog off leash. Exercise on leash is not the same as off leash for many breeds of dog. 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
There are not enough locations south of manukau for dog owners to go to to exercise their 

dog off leash. Exercise on leash is not the same as off leash for many breeds of dog.  

There are not enough locations south of manukau for dog owners to go to to exercise 
their dog off leash. Exercise on leash is not the same as off leash for many breeds of 
dog. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4447 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Clearer instruction is good. Dogs need to be kept out of the Puhinui stream, which will 
require a massive owner behavioral shift. Dogs loose in the stream is causing erosion, 
damage to plants, sitting of waterways and thus damage to fragile freshwater ecosystems. 
It needs to stop. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 



#4447 
 

 April 2025 Page 4 of 5 

What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4455 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
This is not a current issue. Focus on current issues like mandatory desexing and banning 
life chaining of dogs 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

We need change to the Animal Welfare Act and enforcement 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
All dogs should be desexed due to the growing population of dogs that are out of control.  
This leads to the wrong people having dogs and abusing, neglecting and breeding them 
for money 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
I support assessments but think rescues should be included and the dogs need a chance. 
Currently the assessments are to hard and dogs in bad families are penalized for humans 
not doing their job to look after and train dogs 

 



#4455 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 7 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
I think everyone should have to prove that they can and will look after a dog or dogs. 
Small spaces shouldn't be allowed to have dogs unless they can prove walking them and 
being good dog people 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Dogs should have access to parks, beaches and public places with good people who look 
after them.  Restrictions on this prevent dogs lining good lives and will cause further 
aggression when they can't run and sniff and be dogs 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Again dogs should have access to all these things so long as they are with good safe 
people who look after the dogs and keep them and people around them safe 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Policy should allow good dog people to take dogs out in the community.  If they aren't 
good people they shouldn't be allowed to keep dogs and this should be enforced.  Council 
and spca are not good at looking after dogs or enforcement of rules for bad people with 
dogs 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why 
I agree to remove outdated information so long as they aren't removing things that are 
positive for dogs and people. I.e. more access to the community under control not further 
restrictions 

 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Dogs should have access to spaces to walk and run in the community as long as they are 
under control and with their human 
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Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Same comment as above 

 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I would again like to support an update of the Animal Welfare Act that is outdated and not 
for for purpose.  We need mandatory desexing of all dogs and regulations around 
breeding. No one should be breeding dogs for money.  Also banning of life chaining of 
dogs and enforcement for people who abuse, neglect, starve, fight or centrally don't look 
after dogs.  These people should have these animals removed and shouldn't be able to 
continue to get more.  It would also be nice to see registration fees being used to look 
after and support animals and hold people to account if they don't. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed to have access on leash with their human 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
I walk my dog here weekly and have no issues and see and hear no issues. There is no 
need to change the current access. It's a great place for positive people and dog 
interaction and fitness 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
No change is needed here 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
No change needed 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi East 
I do not support the proposed change 
Mahurangi Scott Point 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
No change needed 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
No change needed 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
No change needed 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
No change needed 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
No change needed 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I don’t know 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 

campground and bach). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4461 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  



#4461 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Just leave as is - the farm loop track is a great on leash walk for our dogs. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Look how complex you are making it - the off leash area at all times provides a great dog 
exercise area at the lower end of the gardens in Summer and Winter. Restricting times 
makes it unsafe and inaccessible for most and reducing the area does not provide a 
sufficient area to actively walk/run with your dog off leash. Dogs of medium/large size 
especially do not get sufficient exercise with owners just walking on leash especially 
those that have medical conditions like myself with arthritis. Off leash areas creates 
happier dogs, encourages dog socialising and networking for dog owners. Reducing off 
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leash areas will reduce dog exercising - running after a ball or stick, being dogs. Instead of 
being confined to a boring leash walk. I also suspect it may lead to more dogs escaping 
and taking themselves off for a walk - increasing a problem you already have with 
wandering dogs. Let’s stop wasting tax payers money and time trying to fix something 
thing that is not broken - I imagine fulled by non dog owners. The government with their 
Covid lockdown created more dog owners, we should be creating more specific off leash 
areas, not reducing them. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why 
Not sure what the change is here ? Again just more complexity added. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
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We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4507 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#4507 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
The off leash area is one of the only larger parks in south Auckland where dogs are 
allowed off lead. It’s a great way to exercise our dogs, allow them to socialise with other 
dogs. By reducing the space or limiting the off leash hours you’re actively driving people 
away from the park. There are many people who have walked there dogs at the gardens 
for years who will no longer be able to and be forced to find somewhere else further away. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Perhaps you should focus on the increasing number of roaming, homeless and 
neglected dogs instead of punishing responsible owners. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4535 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
We frequent the Auckland Botanic Gardens on a very regular basis, at least once a week 
with our own dogs and meeting up with other responsible dog owners. We walk the entire 
gardens and at times enjoy the off leash section.  

You have a choice whether you want to go to the off leash area and when there if you want 
your dog to remain on or off leash.  

But that is the key thing, you have a choice! 

We have never had any concerns during our walks.  
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The gardens are unique in having the off leash area for the dogs to enjoy and it is in an 
area of the gardens that are just fields of grass only. If you were visiting the Botanic 
Gardens to see the lovely plants and landscaping, then this area would not be one you 
would want to visit anyway. If it weren’t for the dog off leash area here, then I would think 
this area of the gardens would be pretty empty.  

You could improve the signage to make it clearer for all that this is an off leash dog area 
so if people don't want to be exposed to this they can avoid this area.  

The dogs love going into the streams nearby the off leash area, especially on hot 
summer’s days to help them cool off.  

Why would you want dogs to be further restricted and overheat? 

The Botanic Gardens are known in dog circles for being a great safe place to take your 
dogs and there is no reason to restrict dogs access any further.  

They aren't’ causing problems as it is.  

The only dogs that could be an issue are stray dogs that are there without their humans 
from local areas and implementing these restrictive changes will not affect this.  

There are many issues with humans using the Auckland Botanic Gardens including 
stealing plants and littering. There is a lot of rubbish we find on our walks through the 
gardens that have been left by people, including coffee cups and drinks, food bags etc.  

However there are no restrictions placed on humans, so why should dogs be singled out.  

We would be happy to encourage all our dog groups, followers and trainers to boycott the 
Botanic Gardens if these restrictive and unnecessary proposals come into force.  

Totally unacceptable. 

Leave things as they are and sign post better. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 



#4535 
 

 April 2025 Page 6 of 6 

What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

At a minimum, dogs should be able to access the regional parks and beaches whilst on 
lead at all times. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4619 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
There is enough fees. Our dog lives on our rural property and never leaves yet we have to 
pay fees. For what??? 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed at all places on leash 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Find other ways to generate revenue 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Leave them alone 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 
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Tell us why 
I think dogs on leash should be allowed 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
Our family (including children) enjoy the potters garden. And yes we have a little, well 
behaved, registered dog 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
We walk our dog on lead near the cossey **********. Agreed dog not allowed in water, but 
cannot see an issue on lead and on foot path 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed while on leash and under control 

 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West) 
I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi East 
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I do not support the proposed change 

Mahurangi Scott Point 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed under control on leash 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed under control and on leash 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Too confusing and over regulated. Dog should be allowed under control and on leash 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
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Tell us why 
Keep it simple. Over regulating 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
Too wordy and over regulated- too much red tape 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

 Tell us why 

Too much red tape and becoming over regulated. Invest your energy in sorting the 
stray dogs, not the under control dogs on leash 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4696 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I don't beleive the number of dogs being walked by one person is a problem. Generally the 
worst problem are unaccompanied dogs that are not under the control of their owner. 
They are the ones that attack unprovoked. These sort of owners are the ones that need to 
be censured. Dog walkers generally have good control of their dogs and are not a 
problem. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4829 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
There is an increasing number of dog walking businesses taking large groups of dogs to off 
leash areas where they don't have full control over them. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
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Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
Supporting the proposed option provides the minimum needs to prevent further erosion 
of stream banks. The Puhinui Regeneration strategy was signed by Council with Iwi to 
protect and improve the water quality. Council contravene this agreement if they don't 
provide decent safeguards to prevent dogs entering the waterways. 

Signage already exists that clearly advises dog owners to keep dogs on lead and out of the 
water and this is ignored and consequently there is terrible erosion of the stream banks. 

The site should not have off leash and move to being an on leash dog only site. 
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
What local board area is this location in? 
Manurewa 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to new threats to the environment (e.g. kauri dieback or damage to stream 

banks). Please specify: 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
Erosion of stream banks due to dogs in waterways 
Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence 
Growing erosion issues of the stream, poor dog owner management. I know that some dog 

owners won't take their dog to the Gardens because of the risks in the off leash area.  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4909 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
To restrictive 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why 
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Why change present policy 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

Should apply the similar restrictions to children and teenagers1 

 



 
 
 

 April 2025 Page 1 of 6 

Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#4991 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I'd rather you went further. 1 on leash. None off leash. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Make sure enforcement gets prioritised. Signs saying keep your dog off sports fields are 
ignored. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Seems obvious! 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why 
There should be no more than one dog on any property. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
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Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
There should be no dogs on council camping grounds. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Keep dogs off them. 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
Preferably dogs should not be allowed on public walkways or parks. I have to frequently 
avoid piles of dog excrement on the Pahurehure Inlet boardwalk 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I support the proposed change 
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Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Ban dogs completely. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
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Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
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What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Ban dogs completely. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5060 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional 
Park,Muriwai Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed anywhere on lead. 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
The Auckland Botanic Gardens is a popular, staple area for dogs in South Auckland. Dogs 
should be allowed on-lead through the gardens, and the dog park should remain off-lead 
as it is. Sectioning it off, like many beaches have done, e.g. not allowed at the east end, is 
too difficult and unfair 
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Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
These changes are pointless. Dogs should be allowed here on-lead, if off-lead is not 
feasible. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I agree with dogs prohibited on the playground, tennis courts, and other facilities. 
However, the rules should otherwise stay the same. There is no need to minimise dog 
access. 

 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5347 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
four dogs seems more appropriate, especially with regards to different sizes of dogs and 
sizes of persons trying to control those dogs 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why  
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Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
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We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5428 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why 
I support this, as a solo and duo dog walker with a thriving dog walking business. I believe 
it would be alot safer for everyone involved to set limits on how many dogs any one 
person  can walk at any given time 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
This is a hard one, I want to say no and yes .  

As many people keep an unlawful amount of dogs that need up not having their needs met 
.  
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There are also people such as myself who rescue dogs and pups plus have 2 dogs myself.  
It would make it a bit difficult for me to support the rescue dogs I take on 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
I believe more dog access feilds and such ahoyld be provided  

Places were peopel may be , should be needing dogs on lead at all times unless dogs have 
got proof of been through training,  perhaps another tag for them to wear to show they are 
trusted to be off lead .  

Anything that decreases access for owners to walk their dogs will be a hinderence for dog 
owners  

 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
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Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
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Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
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leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Are there any dog access rules at other Regional Parks and associated beaches in 
Auckland that you think council should change? 
Your feedback on this section will inform any future review of dog access rules. A 
future review has not been scheduled at this time and no changes will be made on any 
location you identify in this section as part of this proposal.  
Only provide feedback on one location at a time.  
Space is provided for three locations. If you would like to provide feedback on more 
than three locations, please copy the following pages or include your comments in the 
other feedback section. 
 
Location 1: 
What is the full name of the location where you want to change the dog access rules? 
Beaches 
What local board area is this location in? 
Franklin 
In general, how would you like dog access at this location to change? 
Tell us why 
Do you want the change to apply to the entire location or a section of it? 
To respond to opportunities for greater dog access without impacting other users (e.g. an 

area to take a dog under control off a leash). Please specify: 
What is the main reason you want to change the current dog access rule? 
I think setting times that dogs are allowed on beaches would be a great idea , people that 

do not have dogs or are scared of dogs would know when to avoid going to the beach .  

Or assigning a particular part of the beach for dogs to be able to join their families 

swimming would be amazing 
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Please explain your issue in more detail: 
Please explain why you want to change the dog access rule at this location, and 
provide any additional information or evidence  

As much as I understand how having dogs at certain parks may be off putting for 
people who may be scared of dogs .  

Dogs must be able to exercise,  I'm not saying they have to be off lead at all places, 
but purely allowing dogs to be able to come with their families to parks . .. 

Or assign certain parts of the parks where dogs can play and exercise    

Forestry , allowing certain tracks for dogs , so they don't encounter horses etc  

As far as pack walkers,  I'm definitely in agreement with the changes . 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5516 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 

 
  



#5516 
 

 April 2025 Page 2 of 6 

1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
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Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
The entire proposal is ridiculous because it’s targeting the wrong people and a non-
existent problem. The people who take their dogs to the Botanic Gardens (and similar 
parks) are responsible dog owners and there is no good reason to change the current 
policy in these areas. The real dog issues - namely, stray dogs and dog attacks - are 
happening in South Auckland OUTSIDE of parks, on the street, where useless owners (i.e., 
not the people being targeted by these proposed policy changes) allow their dogs to 
‘roam’, often entire/un-neutered & on heat, creating more stray dogs, and attacking other 
dogs, pets, and humans. It baffles the mind why resources are being wasted on making life 
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more difficult for already-responsible dog owners when these people (myself, friends, and 
family) and their dogs are not causing a significant problem. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
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areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
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We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

See previous comment, and convince the powers that be to have some common sense 
and target the real dog problems in Auckland. Respectfully, a frustrated responsible 
dog owner. 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#5728 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
Separating onleash dogs and offleash dogs seems to make things unclear. What about 
dogs on longlines that are not held by the walker? If we set the maximum number, we 
could just set one number whether they are offleash or onleash. I support the idea of 
setting the maximum number. Considering the need to transport the dogs in a car or van 
safely, six or so would be a good number. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
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Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
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We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Other (please explain below) 

Tell us why 
I would like a dog swimming pond or something to be developed if dogs are going to be 
prohibited around and in all waterbodies. A place like the dog swimming pond in 
Waiatarua Reserve.  

I would like the area where dogs are around near the cafe to be expanded. It is such a 
popular dog friendly cafe that I would like dogs and their owners to have more space.  

I would like dogs to be allowed in cultivated garden areas on leash. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
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What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
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areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6183 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
If the dogs are controlled and on a walking leash with more than two people it should be 
fine especially for experienced dog walkers 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes?  
 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules:  
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
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B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 



#6183 
 

 April 2025 Page 5 of 6 

We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6256 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set:  
Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways):  
Tell us why  
 



#6256 
 

 April 2025 Page 3 of 6 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules:  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks):  
Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains):  
Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content:  
Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
The proposed changes do restrict off lead access further in Auckland without any 
alternative - this will result in people releasing their dogs off lead regardless of the bylaws 
and resulting in more issues. If public safety/comfort is the priority, fenced areas for 
offlead exercise MUST be built for each suburb so options are available for all people and 
their dogs. 

Clearer and more frequent signage is also needed to clarify what the rules are for parks 
etc. 

Access to environmentally sensitive areas needs to be opened to muzzle and on lead dogs 
as they cannot then be harmful to wildlife. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Long 
Bay Regional Park,Mahurangi Regional Park,Muriwai Regional Park,Pākiri Regional 
Park,Shakespear Regional Park,Tāpapakanga Regional Park,Tāwharanui Regional 
Park,Te Ārai Regional 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 

I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
As mentioned before, a dog on lead with responsible owners will not attack wildlife- if a 
muzzle is required at certain times then access should be granted if the dog is muzzled 
and on lead. 
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If there are areas deemed sacred and not appropriate for animals, then I accept this as 
reasonable 

 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change?  
B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024?  
Tell us why  
 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6461 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
Maximum four dogs, with no more than two off-leash 

Tell us why 
6 dogs is too many.  6 dogs would be very hard to control if they all start pulling at once.  
Also if you're picking up after one dog, how do you control the other 5?  Maximum of 4 
dogs gives a better chance of controlling them all, and no more than 2 dogs off lead will 
help maintain control of all dogs being walked. 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 

Responsible dog owners are already aware of the rules and Council policy.  It is 
irresponsible dog owners who cause most of the problems.  Restructuring the policy is not 
going to change this. 

 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why 
There should be severe consequences for dog owners with menacing dogs not complying 
with this rule. 

 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Need to make sure that whoever provides the behavioural assessment is appropriately 
qualified to do so.  Also, need to obtain proof that the owner of the menacing dog has 
actually been to an assessor. 
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Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
The Council should not be making a blanket decision based on area alone. 

 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 

Tell us why 

Council definitely need to clarify this.  The proposed changes severely increasing 
restrictions around dog access areas seem excessive and unnecessary given the increase 
in Auckland's dog population.  Please provide the rationale behind the proposed. 

 

 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
Support 

Tell us why 
Proper signage displayed in all areas clarifying dog access is far more helpful than people 
reading through the huge amount of documentation in the Auckland dog policy relating to 
this topic. 

 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
Support 

Tell us why 
Clarification is essential.   People may not understand that there are errors in the policy 
document, and it is hard to follow a policy correctly when there are errors in it. 

 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why 
Dogs should be allowed on ancestral mountains, like any member of the public, provided 
they are on leash to prevent damage to the area. 

 

 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
With the increase in dog ownership in Auckland, it makes no sense to further restrict or 
decrease dog access areas.  This would not foster social connections or allow dogs to be a 
positive part of the life of Aucklanders.  I would like to see dog access areas increased 
rather than decreased. 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park,Muriwai Regional 
Park,Waitawa Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
The current policy works well with plenty of room for dogs to run off leash.  There seems 
to be no clear reason behind this proposed change. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
The proposed restrictions show that dogs will be severely restricted from most of the 
Hunua Ranges.  This effectively makes it another place you can't take your dogs to. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
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We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

Tell us why 
The existing policy is perfectly clear and adequate. 

 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
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lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 

and bach, and during lambing). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 
Tell us why 
The proposed off leash area is very restricted and does not allow dogs and dog owners to 
avoid other off leash dogs if they want or need to.  The present access is clear and 
adequate. 

Wenderholm Regional Park 

We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 

Whakanewha Regional Park 

We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 

on-leash area of the Park. 

 What do you think of this proposed change? 

 Tell us why 
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Proposed updates to the council’s dog policy and 
bylaw and regional park dog access rules 

#6961 
Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, name, contact and demographic information has been removed and 
handwritten submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details: 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Local Board: Papakura  

Your feedback (all questions are optional)  

The public feedback form was separated into four sections: 

1. Walking multiple dogs 

2. General policy and bylaw matters (for example clarifying existing rules and reformatting to 

make the documents more user-friendly) 

3. Changes to dog access rules at Regional Parks 

4. Changes to dog access rules at local parks and beaches. 

This submission only contains submission content for sections 1-3 (regional elements). 
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1. Walking multiple dogs 
We are proposing to set a limit on the number of dogs that a person may walk in a 
council-controlled public place at one time. The proposed number of dogs a person 
has in their possession in a council-controlled public place must not exceed the 
following limits:  
Maximum number of dogs (both on-leash or off-leash): 6 
Maximum number of on-leash dogs: 6 
Maximum number of off-leash dogs: 3 
1A. What do you think of this proposed change? 

Do not support 

1B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current rules (no limit on the number of dogs and all dogs must be under 
control at all times) 

Tell us why 
many this change penalizes responsible dog owners. You should focus changes to better 
address the issues of roaming and out of control dogs and bad dog owners 

 

2. General policy and bylaw matters 
To improve our approach to dog management and the bylaw rules, we are proposing 
to reorganise, simplify and clarify the policy and bylaw content. 
What do you think of the following proposed changes? 
Restructure the policy to more clearly show its goal, focus areas, council actions, and 
rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify rule that all dogs classified as menacing must be to neuter: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify who can provide behavioural assessments in relation to menacing dog 
classifications: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify what areas in Auckland require a licence to keep multiple dogs on a property: 
Support 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify how dog access rules are set: 
Support 
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Tell us why  
 

Clarify Auckland-wide dog access rules (for example, rules at council carparks and 
camping grounds, for working dogs, dogs in vehicles and private ways): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Clarify or correct errors in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated information in Policy Schedule 2: Dog access rules (for example, 
outdated landmarks): 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Update dog access rules for Tūpuna Maunga (ancestral mountains): 
Do not support 

Tell us why  
 

Remove outdated or duplicate bylaw content: 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Do you have comments on any of the above proposed changes? 

Do you have any further comments on the proposed policy and bylaw changes? 
clarity would be good but also allowing more feedback from people and less rigidity 
around sine things 

just that rather them putting in more restrictions for good dog owners focus on harsher 
penalties for bad owners who do not contain or control their dogs, ie not responsible 
maybe if dogs are reported/impounded more owner do course on responsible dog 
ownership to educate them further 

 

3. Dog access rules at Regional Parks 
Submitters were able to select from the following list to provide feedback on any of 
the 14 Regional Parks we are proposing to amend or clarify the dog access rules: 
Ambury Regional Park,Auckland Botanic Gardens,Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
 
Ambury Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access).  
What do you think of this proposed change? 
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I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 
We are proposing to change the off-leash rule at the Auckland Botanic Gardens and to 
prohibit dogs from all waterways and busy community areas. 
A. What do you think of this proposed change? 
I do not support the proposed change 

B. If you do not support the proposed change, would you support one of the 
alternative options presented to decision-makers in December 2024? 
No change to current Policy (dog access) rules 

Tell us why 
dogs need space to run and be exercised, the council id restricting this further and 
further. This lack of ability to socialize and properly exercise dogs is contributing to the 
issue with dogs in the community. This area is a large park that can be utilized for 
everyone including dog owners. This space is needed for dogs as there is no other spaces 
in the area for dogs to be freely exercised.  

There is already ALOT of space for people to walk and enjoy without dogs being off leash - 
there should be consideration given to dogs and their owners too. We too pay rates and 
fees for our dogs. This is a very used area due to the lack of other places to utilize.  

I also believe that dogs should continue to be allowed on lease in other parts of the park. 
families visit with pets and can't have them in vehicles. Focus should be on people 
controlling their dogs, not punishing  

Re: The waterways. Dogs need to cool down during summer- this is ideal. If to be 
restricted then create another option eg. large pond/pool in dog area. 

 

Hunua Ranges Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs from tracks and roads that connect to the 
Kohukohunui track, the Kokako Management Area and Piggott’s Habitat and from 
single-use mountain bike tracks (currently on-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
I don’t know 

Tell us why  
 

Long Bay Regional Park 
We are proposing to amend the summer daytime rule for the beach south of Vaughan 
Stream from on-leash to prohibited and clarify rules in other areas, including access 
to beach from southernmost carpark and prohibited tracks and bays. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Mahurangi Regional Park 
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We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Culdip Point Loop Track (currently on-leash), 
allow dogs on-leash at all times at Scott Point (currently on-leash time and season) 
and clarify rules in other areas (including dogs prohibited at Mahurangi Regional Park 
(East) and heritage grounds at Scott Point. 
What do you think of this proposed change? 
Mahurangi Regional Park (West)  
Mahurangi East  
Mahurangi Scott Point  
Tell us why  
 

Muriwai Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Pākiri Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on the associated beach (currently off-leash). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Shakespear Regional Park 
We are proposing to apply an on-leash time and season rule to the open grass areas 
between Army Bay and Okoramai Bay (currently off-leash) and clarify rules in other 
areas (such as boundary of Army Bay and Okoramai Bay beaches, on-leash tracks and 
prohibited areas). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāpapakanga Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide off-leash access on the beach and on-leash access on 
areas between the beach and car park at any time (currently prohibited during 
lambing season) and clarify rules in other areas (such as prohibited at camping areas 
and bach, and during lambing). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Tāwharanui Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
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Te Ārai Regional Park 
We are proposing to prohibit dogs on Forestry Beach (Te Ārai Beach South to Pākiri 
Beach) and associated coastal tracks and to clarify access to off-leash area at the 
disused quarry. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Waitawa Regional Park 
We are proposing to change the eastern part of Mataitai Beach from off-leash to on-
leash (western part of beach to remain off-leash), change Waitawa Beach from off-
leash to on-leash, prohibit dogs on single use mountain bike tracks and clarify other 
areas where dogs are prohibited (such as farm paddocks during lambing season, 
campground and bach). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Wenderholm Regional Park 
We are proposing to clarify the current rules (no change to dog access). 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
 

Whakanewha Regional Park 
We are proposing to provide on-leash access on tracks from Omiha (Rocky Bay) to the 
on-leash area of the Park. 
What do you think of this proposed change?  
Tell us why  
   

nowhere specific - just create more exercise space for dogs off leash and under control 

 




